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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at Lloyd Hall, #1 Boathouse Row,  at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andy Denison 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Bridget Greenwald 
 Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Joanne Dahme representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Commissioner Goldenberg announced that the entire meeting agenda would be devoted to one item of 
business, public comment on Temple University’s proposal to build a new boathouse on Kelly Drive. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg stated that this is the first project to come before the Commission to undergo the 

public review process, defined in the Open Lands Protection Ordinance (Bill No. 110002) and passed by City 
Council on April 14, 2011.  The Bill was signed by Mayor Nutter on April 27, 2011. 

 
Temple University has proposed to change the physical characteristic and use of land under the jurisdiction of the 

Department of Parks and Recreation used for outdoor public park or indoor recreation activity.  Temple 
University would like to establish a new boat house for its rowing teams on a parcel of land between the East 
Park Canoe House and the Strawberry Mansion Bridge. 

 
Temple University submitted an Alternative Analysis.  The Commission deemed the analysis complete and it was 

posted on the website on November 13th, at least 30 days prior to this meeting as required in the ordinance.  
Public comment was accepted, and the Commission decided to devote this meeting to further public 
comment on the proposal.  No deliberations or decisions were made, only the presentation by Temple 
University and the public comment. 

 
The Commission will submit its recommendation to Mayor Nutter and Council President Darrell Clarke by March 

9th, 120 days after receipt of the Alternative Analysis  If no recommendation is submitted by that time, the 
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Commission may submit its recommendations any time prior to legislation being passed by City Council. 
Substantial weight will be given to the recommendation by City Council and City officials.  City Council then 
will need to approve an ordinance to transfer land and the Art Commission must approve the design of the 
building. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg outlined the format of the meeting.  Temple staff will present a brief overview of the 

proposed project.  Commissioners will be given the opportunity to ask questions.  Audience members will 
then be permitted to give comments.  Comments must be limited to 2 minutes.  If audience members do not 
wish to speak, they may write comments or questions on cards on the back table. 

 
Kenneth Lawrence, Senior Vice President, Temple University, thanked the Commissioners for inviting Temple to 

be part of the discussion and introduced Margaret Carney, architect for the proposed boathouse.  A short 
video of the Temple rowing program was presented, followed by a brief overview of the proposed boathouse 
to be built near the Strawberry Mansion Bridge.  Ms. Carney stressed that the boathouse would be built in 
the same character as the other boathouses and stormwater management would be a high priority. Ms. 
Carney stated that the cost to repair the retaining wall was $1.5 million with site improvements totaling over 
$2 million.  The total investment from Temple University would be approximately $14 million.  Mr. Lawrence 
then took questions from the Commissioners. Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart questioned the low appraisal 
of the land in question.  Mr. Lawrence responded that the low appraisal was due to the frequent flooding, the 
configuration of the site and the lack of a retaining wall.    Commissioner James Straw questioned why the 
East Park Canoe House could not be refurbished.  Mr. Lawrence stated that there were a number of issues, 
such as plumbing, the size of the boats and number of boats to be housed.  Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
questioned if the proposed boathouse would be rented to other rowing groups.  Mr. Lawrence responded that 
it would not.  Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein explored the hurdles needed to overcome in order to be in 
accordance with the Land Protection Ordinance.   

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to public comment. In all, 40 people gave testimony, with 27 

in favor of the boathouse proposal and 13 opposed. (see attachment). 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg collected and read the comments and question cards from the audience.  Among the 

questions were: Can the Temple Rowing Program be made smaller, Has there been dialogue with other 
boathouses and What if no permanent location can be found?   

 
Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 8:15PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, February 27th  
 at Mander Recreation Center,  2140 N. 33rd Street. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


