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ABSENCE OF SMOKE ALARMS STILL PROVES DEADLY

Fire Commissioner Lloyd Ayers says, “Smoke alarms still remain the best protection for an early
warning of a fire and we continue to strive for our goal of zero (0) fire fatalities.”

Twenty-seven (27) of the thirty-two (32) fire fatalities that occurred in 2011 may have been
prevented with working smoke alarms. Clearly 84% of the fire fatalities that occurred in 2011
were avoidable.

Commissioner Ayers reports that Philadelphia has continued to see a trend in the reduction of
fire fatalities in 2011 compared to prior years. He would like to thank the men and women of the
Philadelphia Fire Department for their diligence and commitment to the citizens of Philadelphia
within their fire safety and education districts. Thirty-three (33) citizens died in fires in 2010
compared to thirty-two (32) citizens in 2011. This is a reduction of approximately 3% for the
year of 2011. In 2011, eighteen (18) of the fire fatalities occurred in twelve (12) structures that
did not have smoke alarms or had alarms with dead or missing batteries. Nine (9) citizens died
in structures where smoke alarms were present but were unable to escape due to various reasons
such as; incorrect smoke alarm location and reversed batteries. Health issues and age also played
arole in a victim’s inability to evacuate.

In response to Mayor Michael Nutter’s commitment to safety, the Fire Department continues to
implement its “Freedom from Fire” program. The program, which made its debut in 2008,
remains one of the most effective methods of disseminating information about fire safety. It also
allows the Fire Department a means to identify residents who are in need of smoke alarms but
lack the resources to purchase one. The Fire Department’s field forces will also complete the
smoke alarm home installation.

As a result of the “Freedom from Fire” program, 10,725 smoke alarms were installed by field fire
companies in their respective fire safety and education districts throughout the City of Philadelphia
in 2011.

In 2011 the Department responded to 277,635 emergency incidents. This represents an increase
of 2.5% compared to 2010. Of these incidents, 229,709 were emergency medical incidents. This
represents an increase of 2.9% compared to 2010. There were 47,926 responses for fire and other



911 emergency public safety service requests. This represents an increase of 0.4% compared to
2010.

The Department’s “Freedom from Fire” campaign, an aggressive fire safety and education
program, has certainly contributed to the reduction in fire fatalities in our City. In addition to this
program, “Take Responsibility’” is a new campaign that was launched in 2011 where
Commissioner Ayers encourages citizens to take the Fire Safety Pledge at home. The great work
done by our Fire Safety Representatives and the willingness of Philadelphia residents to make
fire safety and education a priority have resulted in this continued trend in the reduction of fire
fatalities. The strong partnership with our corporate partners, community organizations and the
faith based community continues to play a major role in reducing fatalities and injuries caused by
fire.

Commissioner Ayers wants citizens to know that home fire escape planning and practice gives
individuals and families the best chance to survive a fire. Our Home Fire Safety Check List, with
ALL ITEMS CHECKED YES, provides the highest probability for the prevention of a fire in
your home. The Home Fire Safety Check List is now available in a host of languages.

Commissioner Ayers urges citizens who do not have smoke alarms and can not afford them to
call the Smoke Alarm Hotline at 215-686-1176, and the PFD will provide and install them. The
Home Fire Safety Check List and other Fire Safety and Education information are available on
the City’s web site www.phila.gov/fire or at local fire stations.

THE FOLLOWING ARE FIRE STATISTICS BY CATEGORY FOR 2011:

e Electrical wiring-non permanent was the cause of 10 fatalities

Smoking was the cause of 7 fatalities

e Cooking Equipment resulted in 5 fatalities

e Open Flame was the cause of 4 fatalities ( 2 candles, 1 smoking/lighter, 1 drug use)
e Electrical wiring-permanent resulted in 3 fatalities

e Children playing with matches caused 1 fatality

e Electrical Appliances caused 1 fatality (gas dryer)

e An explosion resulted in 1 fatality

Eighteen (18) fatalities occurred between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in thirteen (13) separate fires.
These eighteen (18) fatalities included fourteen (14) adults and four (4) children. No smoke
alarms were present or had dead or missing batteries in six (06) of the eighteen (18) fatalities.

Fourteen (14) fire fatalities occurred between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. in twelve
(12) separate fires. These fourteen (14) fatalities included ten (10) adults and four (04) children.
No smoke alarms were present or had dead or missing batteries in six (06) of the fourteen (14)
fatalities. One fire fatality occurred as the result of an exterior gas explosion, therefore, no
smoke alarms were present.


http://www.phila.gov/fire

There were four (04) fires that resulted in multiple fatalities. A total of eleven (11) fatalities
occurred from these four (04) fires. Twenty-five (25) fire incidents claimed a total of thirty-two
(32) lives in 2011.

Smoke alarms still remain the best protection for early warning of a fire. Of the thirty-two (32)
fatalities, eighteen (18) fatalities occurred in twelve (12) properties that did not have smoke
alarms, or had alarms with dead or missing batteries. A total of nine (09) fatalities occurred in
properties with smoke alarms that activated.

Reasons for non activated smoke alarms:
e Mechanical issues with hard wired smoke alarms
e Improper placement of smoke alarms

e Improper battery installation

Reasons for fire fatalities at properties that had operating smoke alarms:
e Age was a probable factor

e Handicapped

e Smoke alarm not located on floor of fire

FIRE DEATHS BY AGE

0 - 5years old
6 - 9 years old
10 - 19 years old
20 - 29 years old
30 - 49 years old
50 - 64 years old
65 - 74 years old
75 - 84 years old

85 and over

NNOOOOOTTWEWN

TEN YEAR FIRE DEATH RECORD

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

32 44 45 52 52 47 39 30 33 32



Fires resulted in the injuries of (171) citizens. Of these injuries, (157) occurred in accidental
fires and (14) injuries occurred as a result of incendiary/arson fires.

Individuals ranging in age from 30 to 64 years old received the most injuries from fires this year.
A breakdown of injuries by age group is as follows:

INJURIES BY AGE

0 - 05 years old 06
06 - 09 years old 04
10 - 19 years old 14
20 - 29 years old 28
30 - 49 years old 47
50 - 64 years old 47
65 - 74 years old 14
75 - 84 years old 06
85 and over 05

CAUSES OF FIRE RESULTING IN INJURIES

Open flame 34
Smoking 28
Electrical Wiring 27
Cooking 20
Undetermined 15
Incendiary 14
Electrical Appliances 13
Children Playing 09
Explosion 05
Sparks 03
Spontaneous Ignition 01
Chemical/Flammable 01
Heater — Fixed 01
Heater — Portable Electrical 00
Heater — Portable Kerosene 00
Heater — Portable Wood 00

TEN YEAR INJURY RECORD

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

242 247 193 239 159 147 234 237 205 171

*Carbon Monoxide related injuries 19 43 80 33 35



Total Acc/Inj. Charted
Jan.- Nov. 2006-2011
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Under Fire Commissioner Ayers’ leadership firefighter injuries and vehicular accidents
continued to decline. Such reductions not only decreased costs for the City but enhanced public
safety for Department personnel and civilians overall.

During 2011, the Department responded to a total of 19 multiple-alarm fires.
e 12 —two-alarm fires
e 2 —three-alarm fires
e 3 -—four-alarm fires
o 2 —five-alarm fires

* Denotes only smoke inhalation and carbon monoxide related injuries at the scene of a fire.



CAUSES FOR 19 MULTI-ALARM FIRES

00 CWM

00 Heaters (Fixed)

00 Portable Kerosene Heaters
00 Smoking

00 Sparks

01 Cooking

01 Explosion

01 Open Flame (candle-5140 Lancaster Ave.)
02 Electrical Appliances/Motors
02 Electrical Wiring/Equipment
05 Incendiary

07 Undetermined

CARBON MONOXIDE INCIDENTS (NON FIRE GROUND RELATED)

The Philadelphia Fire Department responded to:

130 CO incidents in 2008
26 incidents resulted in transportation to hospitals
69 patients were transported
1 DOA

406 CO incidents in 2009
27 incidents resulted in transportation to hospitals
72 patients were transported

492 CO incidents in 2010
12 incidents resulted in transportation to hospitals
26 patients were transported

747 CO incidents in 2011
24 incidents resulted in transportation to hospitals
51 patients were transported
1 DOA
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