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The Three Springs Hollow forest within Pennypack Park is characterized by a mature stand of 
tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera), oaks (Quercus spp.) and American beech (Fagus grandifolia), 
along with some hickory (Carya spp.), ash (Fraxinus spp.) and other species. Some of these trees 
have been standing for more than 100 years, with diameters exceeding 3 feet and more than 100 
feet in height  Although this stand is impressive,  there are almost no tree seedlings or saplings; 
and very few shrubs besides spice bush (Lindera benzoin), which is not typically browsed by deer.  
In the absence of actions to promote re-establishment of the future forest, the forest present today 
will eventually disappear, slowly transforming into a stand dominated by non-native/invasive 
species, which deer generally do not eat.  PPR is planning to install a deer fence to surround and 
protect approximately 25 acres of this forest.  The deer fence will prevent the preferential deer 
browse, which will allow the seed of native trees to regenerate on the forest floor.  Tree seedlings, 
saplings, and native shrubs are expected to recolonize the fenced area, increasing plant diversity 
and restoring forest understory.   The deer fence will include three (3) equipment access gates and 
3-4 pedestrian gates to allow park users to continue to access the fenced area. Beginning in 
November 2014, the following work will be performed in the sequence shown: 
 

 Layout and construct a trail around the outside of the proposed fence line 

 Identify and mark deer fence alignment.  Alignment will be designed to minimize 
the need for disturbance 

 Identify, mark and fell any trees that will interfere with deer fence installation  

 Install 8 foot high deer fencing with equipment and pedestrian access gates 
  

   

 
Eastern flying squirrel 

 

Benefits 
 Elimination of deer browsing and rubbing damage throughout the 

25-acre site 

 Restoring natural forest regeneration throughout the fenced areas 
to ensure progression toward a future forest 

 Increased plant diversity will improve wildlife habitat  

 Opportunities for citizens and local scientists to  study the impact 
of deer  exclusion on forest health 
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