Connecting children, adults and families to the outdoors!

Wissahickon Environmental Center Calendar | winter ‘17

THURSDAY TOTS

Bring your preschooler for an hour of discovery at the Tree
House. Each month we will explore a new topic that celebrates
the season. Ages 3-5 | Parents stay with their child.

$5.00 /child per lesson | Please register in advance.

Winter Sleepers: January 19 1-2 pm
Learn about chipmunks and groundhogs and play in a kid-sized
chipmunk home.

Maple Treats: February 16 1-2 pm
Search for the special Sugar Maple tree and taste its fresh sap.

Watch how the sap turns into Maple Syrup and taste our home
made maple syrup on pancakes.

Bird Nests March 16 1-2 pm
Discover what goes into a bird nest and create a wildlife gift that

will provide birds with extra nesting material.

Kids Explore — Winter World

Saturdays, January 7, February 11 1:00 pm
Bring the kids out into the forest this winter to discover what
is still active during the cold winter months. Bundle up, this is
an outdoor program! All ages

Winter Astronomy Programs

Friday, January 13 6:00 pm
This will be the inauguration use of
our astronomy telescope. We will
look at the moon which will be

Friday, March 17- 7:30 pm We will look at the moon and
other objects in our solar system. Don’t expect to see the
planets in crisp detail, but hopefully we should see them as
spheres of appropriate color rather than just specs of light
that they appear to the naked eye.

Owl Walk

Friday, January 20 7:00 pm
This walk will focus on hearing owls. We will hit a circuit of
reliable spots along our trails hoping to hear great horned
and screech owls. There is always the possibility of other
species. We will start with some discussion on the owls of
the Wissahickon around the fire. Registration required. All
ages- must be able to be quiet.

Winter Birds

Sunday, January 22 8:30 am
Join local expert birder, Martin Selzer to check out the feeders
at the Tree House and then bird Andorra Meadow. This winter
looks promising for some rare winter birds at the feeders.

Seeds and Sparrows

Saturday, January 28 10:00 am
The seed heads of native grasses and wildflowers of Houston
Meadow attract a diversity of birds. We will be identifying
birds and plants on this walk. Perhaps we will see bluebirds
feeding on staghorn sumac, and field sparrows in the little
bluestem. Meet at Houston Playground

Full Moon Hike Night Friday, February 10
Hike by the light of the full moon and discover the tree silhou-
ettes against the moonlit sky. Maybe hear the hoot of an owl,
and warm up around the camp fire. Registration required.

6:00- 6:45 Preschool hike parents with toddlers can join us
for a short night hike around the tree house.
7:00- 8:30 Family Hike ages 5 and above
9:00— 10:30 Adult Full Moon Hike

Maple Sugar Day

Saturday, February 25 11:00am - 3:00 pm
Join us on Forbidden Drive (near Northwestern Ave) for our
annual MAPLE SUGAR DAY. There will be ongoing maple sug-
aring demonstrations, pancakes with real ma-
ple syrup, a taste test of different pancake
toppings, and freshly made maple candy to
taste. Pennsylvania Maple Syrup products
will be available for purchase. All ages. NO
registration necessary FREE

Houston Meadow Bird Walk

Sunday, February 26 8:30 am
Join local expert birder, Martin Selzer, for a walk through
Houston Meadow- a great spot for bluebirds and field spar-
rows, and shrub loving birds like American tree sparrows.
Meet at Houston Playground 900 Grakyn Lane Phila, 19128

Woodcock Walk

Friday, March 10 5:30-6:30 pm

Hosted by local birder, Martin Selzer, this bird hike aims to
locate the American Woodcock during its incredible mating
ritual. Meet at Houston Playground; bring a flashlight as we
most likely will be out past sunset. In case of inclement
weather (e.g., temperatures below freezing, rain or snow) we
will meet Saturday March 11 at 5:30 pm All ages.
Registration required. 900 Grakyn Lane Phila, 19128

Bluebird Trail Hike

Saturday, March 11 11:00 am
We will take a walk through the woods and meadow to ob-
serve cavity nesting birds like Carolina chickadees and Eastern
bluebirds. Bring a lunch if you plan on staying for the bird box
workshop.

Bird Box Building Workshop

Saturday, March 11 1:00 pm
Assembile a bird house for bluebirds, chickadees and house
wrens. Whether you have a yard big enough for bluebirds or a
row house; you can have native birds nest on your property.
Bird house kits will be available to assemble with provided
tools and hardware. Registration required by 3/7. $15. per
kit. Limited to 15 participants.

Spring Tonic Tea Party

Saturday, March 25 10:00 am
Join us for a morning of tasting spicebush, nettle, dandelion,

and other teas made with maple sap and local
plants! Then we’ll head out for a walk to learn

more about the plants that we used. All ages.
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