DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AND RECREATION

One Parkway — 10" Floor
1515 Arch Street

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA Philadelphia, PA 19102-1587

Commission on Parks and Recreation
Nancy Goldenberg, Chairperson

March 8, 2013

Honorable Michael Nutter
Mayor

215 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Honorable Darrell Clarke
President, City Council
Room 434 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Sirs:

On behalf of the Philadelphia Commission on Parks & Recreation, and pursuant to the City’s
land protection ordinance, Bill No. 110002-A, we are writing to inform you of the Commission’s
recommendation regarding the proposal by Temple University to create a permanent home for its
rowing teams in a new boathouse on park land along Kelly Drive.

On October 31, 2012, Temple University submitted an Alternatives Analysis (and accompanying
environmental assessment) to the Commission, which on November 13, 2013 the Commission
deemed complete and made available to the public through four electronic outlets (Scribd and
Facebook, as well as two www.phila.gov sites). The Commission held a well-attended public
meeting at Lloyd Hall on January 16, 2013 to hear additional public input on the project.
Representatives from Temple University presented their project and several dozen people
testified at that meeting. The Commission also accepted written public comment on Temple’s
proposal from the date it was first posted through January 31, 2013. Commission representatives
met with Temple University representatives on several occasions to obtain and provide further
information.

We are pleased to inform you that as a result of these meetings and the public participation
process, Temple is working in good faith with the Commission and staff of the Department of
Parks & Recreation to determine the feasibility of renovating the existing East Park Canoe House
to accommodate its needs. Consequently, the Commission is withholding its final determination
until this process is further advanced. Temple University has indicated that it will make a
decision by April 30, 2013. Soon thereafter, the Commission will render a final determination.

As a procedural matter, the land protection ordinance provides that the Commission may submit
its determination any time before Council has taken final action on a proposed transfer or
conversion of outdoor park or recreation land. As you are aware, there currently is no bill before
Council regarding this proposed transfer/conversion of parkland.
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The Commission remains committed to effectively implementing the land protection ordinance
and it is our privilege to advise you on matters related to it.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Sincerely,
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Nancy A. Goldenberg Debra Wolf Goldstein, Esq.

Chair, Commission on Parks & Recreation Chair, Land Use & Planning Committee

Cc: Commission on Parks & Recreation
Ken Lawrence, Temple Univeristy



