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May 20, 2013 
 
 
Honorable Michael Nutter 
Mayor 
215 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA  19107 
 
Honorable Darrell Clarke 
President, City Council 
Room 434 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA  19107 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
On behalf of the Philadelphia Commission on Parks & Recreation, and pursuant to the City’s 
land protection ordinance, Bill No. 110002-A, I am writing to inform you of the 
Commission’s recommendation regarding the proposal by the National Audubon Society 
(“Audubon”) and Philadelphia Outward Bound School (“OB”) to create a joint educational 
center for conservation and leadership development in East Park, to be known as the East 
Park Leadership and Conservation Center (“EPLACC”). The proposal contemplates a lease 
by the City to PAID, and a sublease from PAID to EPLACC, of the entire West Basin of the 
East Park Reservoir, which currently is under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Water 
Department, together with a small amount of open parkland adjacent to the reservoir. 
Although there currently is no bill before Council regarding this proposed 
transfer/conversion of parkland, we understand that the bill to approve the lease will be 
introduced shortly. 
 
On or about January 18, 2013, Audubon and OB submitted an Alternatives Analysis (and 
accompanying environmental assessment) to the Commission, which the Commission 
made available to the public through its Facebook page and the www.phila.gov site.  The 
Commission held a well-attended public meeting at Mander Recreation Center on February 
27, 2013 to hear public input on the project.  Representatives from Audubon and OB 
presented their project and about one dozen people testified at that meeting.  As a result of 
that meeting, Commission representatives and the Department of Parks and Recreation 
requested that a public access plan be developed to detail the plans for making the facility 
and grounds available to the public. The Commission also accepted written public comment 
on the EPLACC proposal from the date it was first posted through April 30, 2013, receiving 
over 26 e-mails and letters.   
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