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FROM FIRE
COMMISSIONER AYERS—

My Fellow Philadelphians,
NOTHING is more impor-
tant to the Philadelphia
Fire Department than the
safety of the citizens we
are sworn to protect from
the ravages of fire. | urge
you to help the Philadel-
phia Fire Department put
a stop to fires that are
truly preventable by sim-
ply following a few easy
suggestions. The fire
department distributes a
specially designed “Home
Fire Safety Check List”
based on the many things
that you can do to make
your home safer. We
urge you to utilize this
checklist. Each YES
means you are helping to
prevent a fire and possible
save a life.

Next, you should plan and
practice a home escape
plan so you and your
family can safely exit your

home in the event of fire.
Most importantly, every
home should have work-
ing smoke alarms on
every level of the home
thereby providing you and
your loved ones the early
warning to implement your
escape plan.

Remember that working
smoke alarms along with
planning and practicing
your home escape plan
may mean the difference
between life and death!

Fire Commissioner Lloyd Ayers

wiwwipfdkidzonetcom

Youth Learn Fire Safety in Real Setting

In fiscal year 2009, a
grant funded the pur-
chase of 30,000 fire grades. Funding is
safety cubes, their re- being sought to
lated coloring books and  continue this

a custom ordered 39 foot successful

from kindergarten
through fourth
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fire safety house trailer.  program.
This program teaches

fire safety to students
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k HEART HEALTHY TIPS - GETTING ACTIVE!

Would you like to do more physical activity
but do not know how to make it a part of your
life? Below are some common barriers to
physical activity and ways to overcome
them. After you read them, try writing down
the top two or three barriers that you face.
Then write down solutions that you think will
work for you. You can make regular physical
activity a part of your life! Find more tips like
these from the Weight-control Information
Network.

Personal Barriers

Build physical activity into your normal rou-
tine. Take stairs instead of elevators, park
further away in parking lots, and walk in
place while watching TV. Rake the yard,
wash the car, or do energetic housework.
Make family time physically active by plan-
ning a weekend hike through a park, a family

softball game, or an evening walk around the
block. You can get things done and move
around too.

Break your workout into three 10-minute
segments each day. Taking three short
walks during the day may seem easier and
less tiring than one 30-minute workout, and
is just as good for you.

Barrier: The winter is too cold/summer is too
hot to be active outdoors.

Solutions:Walk around your local indoor
shopping mall.

Join a fithess or community center. Find one
that lets you pay only for the months or
classes you want, instead of the whole year.

Exercise at home. Work out to fitness videos
or DVDs. Check a different one out from the

library each week for variety.

Health Barriers

Barrier: | have a health problem (diabetes,
heart disease, asthma, arthritis) or injury that
| do not want to make worse.

Solutions:Talk with your health care profes-
sional. Many health problems are helped by
physical activity. Find out what physical ac-
tivities you can do safely and follow advice
about length and intensity of workouts.

Start slowly. Take it easy at first and see
how you feel before trying more challenging
workouts. Stop if you feel out of breath,
dizzy, faint, or nauseated, or if you feel pain.

Work with a personal trainer. A knowledge-
able personal trainer should be able to help
you design a fitness plan around an injury.

PFD TO EMPOWER COMMUNITY WITH AWARENESS AND

OUTREACH

The Philadelphia Fire Department's Community First Emergency Medical Services
Awareness is a new initiative that offers a public education program designed to raise
awareness about issues concerning minor first-aid measures and the availability of
alternative health related resources, the program also highlights the proper usage of

the 911 and 311 systems.

Empowering the citizens of Philadelphia with helpful health information Community
First works to lessen the load of unnecessary calls into the 911 system by shining
alight on alternative modes of transportation for non-emergency incidents and inquir-
ies regarding smoke alarms/carbon monoxide alarms concerns.

Presentations are provided for community groups and organizations. To invite a
speaker contact Fire Commissioner Ayers' office at 215-686-1300.

PFD PARTNERS WITH AMERICAN RED CROSS & LOCAL 22

The Philadelphia Fire Department, in
cooperation with the American Red
Cross and the International Association
of Firefighters, Local #22 has been con-
ducting blood drives to help with the low
blood supply in the area. The Philadel-
phia Fire Department and Local #22
has responded to the call for help from
American Red Cross by conducting four
blood drives with close to one hundred
and fifty pints donated in the last year
alone!
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These much needed blood drives are
held quarterly. You can schedule your
appointment by calling the Employee
Relations Office at 215-686-1369, or
sign up on-line at:
www.pleasegiveblood.org/donate , use
Sponsor Code 12574
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We’re Changing Our Look
News from Fireman’s Hall Museum

YOUR
FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE

We're changing our look in a number of
ways. The old exhibit cases in the
lobby entrance are gone, leaving be-
hind a wonderful brick wall. We've tem-
porarily installed engravings ranging
from the late 17" century to the mid-
nineteenth century that illustrate the
importance of water in firefighting. The
second floor rear north wall has been
rebuilt in preparation for the installation
of floor to ceiling cases which will ac-
commodate artifacts from Philadelphia’s
earliest days of firefighting. Finally
we're thrilled to report that we have a
new compressor for the HVAC system
which will help ensure the safety of our
collections.

Collections continue to grow with both
large and small donations. The Colwyn
Fire Company has just given us their

SOFTBALL TO HELP SAVE WIDOWS’ FUND

hose carriage, originally built in 1854 by
Young & Son for the Marion Hose Com-
pany of Philadelphia. Lee Ryanis
dusting off the hose carriage prior to
installing the lamps, bells and eagle
ornaments.

Plan on coming for a fun day and for
those of you who have time, we always
need volunteers! If you can help call
Harry Magee at 215-923-1438

Antique Hose Cart, Circal854

INSTALL ON THE CEILING OF
EVERY LEVEL OF YOUR
HOME INCLUDING THE

BASEMENT;

ALSO IN EVERY OCCUPIED
BEDROOM.

NEVER IN THE KITCHEN OR
BATHROOM.

TEST 9 VOLT BATTERIES
WEEKLY OR TEN YEAR
(LITHIUM)
BATTERIES MONTHLY.
HOLD BUTTON 5 TO 20
SECONDS
UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES
SHOULD 10 YEAR LITHIUM
BATTERIES BE REPLACED
WITH A 9 VOLT (ONE YEAR)
ALKALINE BATTERY.
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On Thursday June 25, 2009 Engine #55,
Ladder #22, and Medic #39 of the Phila-
delphia Fire Department celebrated the
fifth annual charity softball game compet-
ing against Channel Six Action News.
The game was held at Edison High
School. All proceeds raised during the
game went to the Philadelphia Fire
Department Widows Fund.

Established in 1954 to endow additional
revenue to the families of firefighters due
to their untimely death, today our Phila-
delphia area is comprised of approxi-

mately 910 widows in total. Unfortu-
nately, among these women only about
100 of them receive supplementary
supportive income in the diminutive
amount of 250 dollars a month.

Our station initiated this fund in 2004
and has raised a grand total of forty-one
thousand dollars thus far. This has
aided in the ramification of raising much
needed extra income to benefit our
many loyal families.

If you would like to
be involved in sup-
porting the Philadel-
phia Fire Depart-
ment’s Widows
Fund,

please contact:
Lieutenant Tony Panebianco
Tony.panebianco@phila.gov

Please make all checks payable to
Local 22 Widows Fund.

NATIONAL & REGIONAL LEADERS JOIN IN SMOKE ALARM
CAMPAIGN TO SAVE LIVES

On Friday, April 24th Fire Chiefs and
safety leaders from across the region
joined together at a National Press Club
to announce a series of monthly smoke
alarm installations throughout targeted
areas to help save lives.

These events specifically target Wash-
ington D.C., Philadelphia and Baltimore
in a campaign that sends firefighters
door to door to check and install these
most vital devices. To date, Philadel-

phia’s Freedom from Fire, D.C.’s
SAVU—Smoke Alarm Verification
and Utilization, and Baltimore’s Balti-
more Safe Homes have installed thou-
sands of free smoke alarms in resident
homes.

Acting Assistant Administrator of the
U.S. Fire Administration Glenn A.
Gaines stated “the very young, our sen-
ior population and economically
stressed families will face obstacles

when it come to being alerted to a fire
and escaping a burning residence.
Looking at those difficulties, it's easy to
realize the challenges we all face when
a home burns. A smoke alarm-properly
installed and maintained— will help save
your life.”
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2009 BATTLE OF THE BADGES—PFD TRIUMPHS!

On Tuesday, September 8, 2009 John
Birnhak, Vice-President of Weight
Watchers of Philadelphia, Inc., pre-
sented a check for $10,000 to the Hero
Thrill Show in the name of the Philadel-
phia Fire Department for winning the
2009 Weight Watchers Battle of The
Badges.

Over the past 23 years Weight Watch-
ers has contributed $172,500 for col-
lege scholarships for children of police
officers and firefighters killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty . For winning

this year's competition the PFD

received the Weight Watchers Battle of
the Badges trophy, bragging rights and
a banner which will be kept for a year .

The victory narrowed the overall com-
petition to12 wins for the Police Depart-
ment and11 for the Fire Department.
The Fire Department won by having an
average weight loss of 1.27 pounds per
week over the Police who averaged
weight loss of 0.97. In the 13 weeks of
competition the average weight loss per
Firefighter was 15.24 pounds and the
average per Police Officer was 11.64

pounds.

Fire Commissioner Ayers and the Em-
ployee Relations Office feel this friendly
competition between the Police and
Fire Department is a definite “Win — Win
Situation.” We take care of our own
with Weight Watchers annual donation
of $10,000 to the Hero Thrill Show and
promote competition for weight loss as

we rally for healthier living.

CWeightWatchers

;**-" On Thursday Octo-
s her 15" about 50

B B City Hall workers
™~

learned new skills,
{ ’Q skills that they hope
they never have to
use; Life Saving CPR. The Heart Safe
Philadelphia Coalition and Council-
woman Donna Reed Miller presented
the CPR Training day at City Hall in City
Council Chambers. Representatives

2ND ALARMERS CELEBRATE TWO VETS &

from the Center for Resuscitation Sci-
ence of the University of Pennsylvania,
the Philadelphia Fire Department, the
Philadelphia Department of Public
Health, the American Heart Association,
and the American Red Cross, all Heart
Safe Philadelphia coalition members,
supported this event.

The Heart Safe Philadelphia Coalition’s
mission is to increase the number of
people in Philadelphia who know CPR

60 YEARS OF SERVICE

On Tuesday September 8, 2009,the
Philadelphia 2" Alarmers honored
two of its members, George White
& Joseph Farley Jr. for Out-
standing Service.

Both completed a major milestone
in volunteerism by serving the City
of Philadelphia’s 1% Responders
continuous for 60 Years.

Page 6

Special recognition was awarded to
these remarkable individuals.
Please join us as we celebrate
these living legends for a combined
120 years of service to the City Of
Philadelphia.

and to reduce the number of people in
our City who die from sudden cardiac
arrest. The October 15" CPR training
day, along with other initiatives such as
CPR training in schools, and participa-
tion in the Martin Luther King Day of
Service signature event (January 18",
2010 at Girard College), will continue to
increase the number of people in
Philadelphia who know CPR.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Job Well Done
Richard Moszczynski
2009 FCC Dispatcher of the Year

John J. Holstein
2009 Fire Service Paramedic
of the Year
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WELCOME ALPHA 2009 CADET CLASS

The Philadelphia Fire Department held
graduation ceremonies for the Alpha
Firefighter Cadet Class on Monday
September 28, 2009 at the Philadelphia
Fire Academy. The class was com-
prised of twelve firefighter cadets who
will be assigned to fire stations through-
out Philadelphia, Chester and Upper
Darby, PA.

The Academic Achievement Award was
presented to recognize the academic
excellence and effort put forth by the
top cadet throughout the entire 16-week
training period. This award was pre-
sented to Cadet John Paul Shirley of
the Chester Fire Department.

The Physical Fitness Award, based on
the combination of the results from a
mile and a half run and the “Skills Profi-
ciency Course”, was presented to Ca-
det Matthew Hand of the Chester Fire

Department. And the Commissioner’s
Leadership Award, given to that cadet
whose exemplary conduct has most
demonstrated the positive qualities of
Fire Department leadership, was given
to Cadet Mark St. Marie.

The Fellowship Award, given to the
cadet whose conduct had most demon-
strated goodwill and devotion to the
Department and to his or her fellow
cadets, was presented to Cadet David
Gallagher of the Upper-Darby Fire
Department.

The Spirit Award winner, selected by
the cadets themselves, was also pre-
sented to Cadet John Paul Shirley, of
the Chester Fire Department, who rep-
resented all of the positive qualities of
the Alpha 2009 Cadet Class. Cadet

The ceremonies concluded with Cadet
Mark St. Marie of the Philadelphia Fire
Department speaking on behalf of the
class.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Firefighter of the Year 2009
Sean Nelson

FIRE PREVENTION DINNER DANCE HONORS HARD WORK

The Philadelphia Fire Department and
the Citizens for Fire Prevention Com-
mittee hosted the 38th Annual Fire Pre-
vention Dinner Dance on Friday, Octo-
ber 2, 2009, at the Sheraton Society
Hill.

Fire Commissioner Ayers welcomed
supporters of the Department to the
event, and highlighted presentations of
the Richard A. Bailey Fire Code Officer
of the Year Award and the T. Seddon
Duke Fire Prevention Awards.

The 2009 Richard A. Bailey Fire Code
Officer of the Year Award, named after

the Deputy Chief in the Fire Code Unit
with a record of leadership, hard work
and dedication to Department was
given to Lieutenant Tony Panebianco.
Currently assigned to Ladder 12 located
at Park Avenue and Cambria Street.
Lieutenant Panebianco is an eight year
veteran of the Fire Department. He de-
veloped a training program for compa-
nies for the 8" Battalion to address is-
sues of new construction that directly
affect the safety of Department mem-
bers and the community.

The T. Seddon Duke Award is a memo-
rial fire prevention award honoring Mr.
Duke, a past president of the National
Fire Protection Association and long-
time friend of the fire service, and is
presented in two categories. One
award is given to a citizen who has, by
personal accomplishment, excelled in
the field of fire prevention activities.
The second category honors a uni-
formed member of the Fire Department
who has contributed exceptionally to
the fire prevention efforts of the
Department.

This year's uniformed award winner
was Lieutenant Michael Grant, as-

signed to the Fire Prevention Division.
Lieutenant Grant is a 25 year veteran of
the Fire Department. He was primarily
responsible for the awarding of a Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Grant which brought $280,000
to be used for fire prevention programs.

The civilian award winners were Ms.
Matri Johnson and Mrs. Tanya Bardliv-
ing, founders of “Take A Sistah To
Lunch,” a nonprofit organization that
was founded in October, 2002. Their
mission mentors and supports low in-
come women, women in the shelter
system and women in transition. The
organization has provided the Philadel-
phia Fire Department an opportunity to
have a cohesive relationship with the
community by providing educational fire
prevention programs and installing 10
year lithium smoke alarms in homes
that need them most.
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CARBON MONOXIDE LAW TAKES EFFECT—JANUARY 2009

The City of Philadelphia recently
passed an ordinance requiring own-
ers of all one- and two family dwell-
ings and small residential care/
assisted living facilities (also known
as board and care facilities) to install
carbon monoxide (CO) detection
and alarm devices (CO alarms) in
their buildings.

WHAT IS CARBON MONOXIDE?

Carbon monoxide is a highly toxic in-
visible gas. It is the product of the in-
complete combustion (burning) of wood
and fossil fuels such as home heating
fuel oil, natural gas, gasoline, kerosene
and coal. Major sources of CO in
homes are from fuel burning (not elec-
tric) heaters, water heaters, fireplaces,
wood burning stoves, gas clothing dry-
ers and a vehicle running in a closed
garage. When these appliances are not
properly maintained or properly vented
to a chimney, CO can build up in a
building. Carbon monoxide is very dan-
gerous because it is a colorless, odor-
less, tasteless and non-irritating gas.
Breathing CO (resulting in CO poison-
ing) is harmful and can be fatal. The
warning signs of CO poisoning are
headache, dizziness, fatigue, shortness
of breath and nausea.

WHAT TYPES OF CARBON MONOX-
IDE ALARMS ARE REQUIRED?

Carbon monoxide alarms must bear the
label of a nationally recognized testing
laboratory, such as Underwriters Labo-
ratories (UL) indicating that it is appro-
priate for its intended use. For existing
buildings, CO alarms can be battery
powered or the electrical type that plug
into an electrical outlet. New buildings

must have CO
alarms that
are hard-
wired to an
un-switched
circuit of the
building’s
electrical sys-
tem and must
be provided
with battery back-up in case of power
interruption. There are different models
of CO alarms. The base model has
detection and alarm devices. Other
models also have a digital message
display that indicates the parts per mil-
lion of CO when the alarm activates.
Any of the models are appropriate for
installation. The installation of a combi-
nation smoke and CO alarm is
permitted.

WHERE SHOULD CARBON MONOX-
IDE ALARMS BE INSTALLED?

Carbon monoxide alarms are required
to be installed within 15 feet of the en-
trance of every bedroom or within 15
feet of a bed in sleeping areas where
there is no enclosed bedroom. The
alarms can be installed on walls or ceil-
ings (CO is approximately the same
density as air) in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions. Combina-
tion smoke and CO alarms must be
installed in accordance with the manu-
facturer’s instructions for smoke alarms.
CO alarms should not be placed in ar-
eas likely to be damaged by children or
pets.

WHERE CAN CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARMS BE PURCHASED?

Carbon monoxide alarms can be pur-

chased at hardware, home improve-
ment, large retail stores (department
stores) and some supermarkets.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE IF A
CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM
ACTIVATES?

If a CO alarm activates, remove every
one from the house.

If you know which unit is causing the
problem, open windows, shut off the
fuel supply to the unit and call a service
company to have the unit repaired.

If you do not know the cause of the
activation of the alarm, remove every-
one from the house and call the Fire
Department (911).

For general questions regarding the CO
alarm law, call the city’s informational
call center at 311.

Beginning in April of 2009, the PFD
partnered with the Public Property and
Safety Committee. Activities include
training, reviewing policies and proce-
dures, and updating building life safety
plans for City Buildings.

We are currently working on City Hall,
the Municipal Services Building, the
Criminal Justice Center and 1515 Arch
St. Our responsibilities also include
providing training to floor captains.

Fire investigation training is available
on-line for the company officer. The
International Association of Arson In-
vestigators (IAAI) has produced an eas-
ily assessable website that presents the
trends and climate that today'’s fire in-
vestigation professional, as well as an
astute company officer must be cogni-
zant of. You do not have to be a mem-
ber of the IAAI to participate. The 1AAI
offers these on-line courses free of
charge in an effort to promote the

knowledge required to fairly, honestly
and intelligently investigate the origin
and cause of fire. Members of the Phila-
delphia Fire Marshal’s Office routinely
use these courses to maintain their
continuing education requirements to
remain court qualified as an expert wit-
ness. Check out the ABOUT US sec-
tion of the website. Take advantage of
the courses. Its free, challenging and
gives you tools you can use on the next
fire you respond to.

cF TRAINER.NET

www.cfitrainer.net
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NFPA AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP TO PFD

The PFD and Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation of Greater Philadelphia have
been awarded scholarships to par-
ticipate in a training conference
dedicatedto = Remembering
When: A Fire and Fall Prevention
Program for older Adults, devel-
oped by the National Fire protection
Association, NFPA. The awarded
scholarships provide for travel ex-
penses for two participants, curricu-
lum materials and all training.

The conference will be held in
November in Boston, MA. NFPA
has selected two member teams
from 32 communities across North
America to participate. "Adults 65
years and older are more than twice
as likely to be killed in a home fire

compared to the population at
large, and falls are the leading
cause of death from injuries in this
group...” said Sharon Gamache,
NFPA's Director of High-Risk out-
reach Programs, "this training offers
strategies that participants can
bring back to share with their com-
munities to help prevent fires and
falls among older adults that live
there."

Battalion Chief Derrick Sawyer of
the Philadelphia Fire Department
and a representative of the visiting
Nurse Association of Greater Phila-
delphia will travel to Boston for the
workshop.

WEDNESDAY'S CHILD WANTS TO BE A

FIREFIGHTER!

| » I National Fire Protection Association
The authority on fire, electrical, and building safet:
FPA i gearey

Age: 13

Residence: New Jersey
ID Number: 51021142
CALL 1-800-TO-ADOPT

Meet Antonio!! He recently had the op-
portunity to visit the Philadelphia Fire
Department, Engine 41, Ladder 24, and
Medic 23 when he was featured on
NBC 10’s Wednesday'’s Child Segment.

He had to suit up, learned about the
engine, how the water works, and what
types of calls the PFD responds to.

Antonio is an active teen who loves to
explore things. When he grows up, he
would like to become a firefighter. In his
spare time, you can catch him playing
sports, drawing, and solving soduku
puzzles. In school, Antonio does well.
He benefits from special education
classes and receives mostly A's and
B’s.

While he longs for the day to become a
firefighter, he is focusing more on
finding a family. A supportive, caring,
and active family will help Antonio to
stay on the right track and help him in
succeeding his goals. Antonio would
like to have a mom, dad, and a couple
siblings. He would also like to maintain
contact with his biological siblings. All
families will be considered.

Porsche

The National Liberty Museum,
located at 321 Chestnut Street,
honor local police, firefighters and
paramedics with their annual Hero
Awards. This year the museum
initiated a Hero Dog Award, select-
ing our accelerant detection ca-
nine, Porsche and her handler
Lieutenant Art Czajkowski.
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FIRE SAFETY CHECK LIST

PLAN TO GET OUT ALIVE

Does your family have a “Home Fire Escape Plan” with a pre-determined location to meet outside?
Do you have at least one smoke alarm on each floor of your home?

Do you test your 9-volt operated smoke alarms weekly and replace the battery yearly?

Do you test your 10-year lithium battery operated smoke alarms monthly?

Have you installed a Carbon Monoxide Alarm near the sleeping area?

PLAN TO BE FIRE SAFE
Do you always make sure that matches and smoking materials are out before disposing of them?

Have you made “Take Smoking Outside the Home” a safety rule for your family?
Do you read the warning labels on all aerosol cans?

1= Some propellants are highly flammable
If you have a family member in your home using oxygen is that person forbidden from smoking in
the same room with oxygen equipment?

ELECTRICAL HAZARDS

Are there enough electrical outlets in each room to avoid the need for multiple attachment plugs and
long extension cords?
Do you have special circuits for heavy-duty appliances such as air conditioners?

Do you frequently check extension cords & appliance cords for wear?

Do you avoid draping extension cords & wire over pipes or nails?

HOUSEKEEPING HAZARDS

Do you keep your basement, closets & attic cleared of combustible materials?

Do you keep paint, varnish & other metal containers tightly closed?

Do you properly dispose of unwanted hazardous materials such as paint & varnish?

Does everyone in your family know never to use gasoline or other flammable fluids for indoor clean-
ing?

HEATING & COOKING HAZARDS
Do you always turn off portable heaters when you go to bed?
Do you always refill the fuel tank of your portable heaters outdoors?

Do you make sure that every portable heater is a safe distance away from curtains, bedding & fur-
niture?
Are your kitchen stove, oven & boiler kept clean of grease?

Are curtains near kitchen ranges and heating equipment arranged so that curtains do not blow over
or near the stove?
Do you make sure food is not left on the stove unattended?

Do you turn pot handles inward from the edge of the stove?

SPECIAL FOR PARENTS

Do you keep matches & cigarette lighters out of children’s reach?

Do you leave a responsible person with your children when you go out (even for a short period of
time)?

Does your babysitter know what to do in case of a fire or medical emergency?

Do you keep burning candles away from children & combustibles?
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If there is Smoke or Fire at the

First Exit, use Second way Out.

1, ISSUE 1



PHILADELPHIA FIRE DEPARTMENT

240 Spring Garden St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123

Phone: 215-686-1300
Fax: 215-922-3952

www.phila.gov/fire
www.freedomfromfire.com

Executive Team

Lloyd Ayers, Fir e Commissioner

Ernest F. Hargett, Jr., Deputy Commissioner of Operations
John J. Devlin, Deputy Commissioner of Technical Services
David A. Beatrice, Deputy Commissioner of Administrative Services

Daniel A. Williams, Executive Chief
C. Crawford Mechem, M.D. Medical Director

Yours in
Dedication & Service

Jack Arnold
Cornelius Bonner
Walter A Clay

Paul Curione

John M De Rose
Theodore J Ferkle
David L Herbst
Richard A Lorenz
James P Marcolongo
Francis McCarey
William McGonigal
John Mueller
Albert O'Toole
Edward L Pickford
Francis J Sienko
Charles Skinner
Melton L Waddell
Joseph J Wajda

2/28
8/28
8/11
8/01
4/01
3/05
7/09
6/24
8/22
8/25
9/22
3/10
7/01
5/09
1/17
1/07
3/15
3/12

IN MEMORIUM 2009

Joseph Bolduc 1/07
Walter C Bossard 9/27
Stephen M Cospelich 5/19
Victor N Curlett 3/30
Leonard Dunleavy 6/12
Douglas Gordon 1/02
Ralph G Keys 3/15
Robert E Lyons 4/22
John McAdorey 5/30
Mitchell McClain 3/07
John J McGuire 9/21
William J O’Keefe 4/17
George Peters 2/13
Benjamin F Rhodes 8/26
Horace Silbert 4/08
Robert D Underwood 3/07
Leroy Wahl 4/26
John J Walker 7/04

LINE OF DUTY DEATH—LIEUTENANT STEPHEN M. COSPELICH

On Friday, April 17, 2009, Lieutenant
Cospelich was found unconscious on
the highway in Germantown after a day
that included fighting a stressful dwell-
ing fire in the 6300 block of Ogontz
Avenue. He collapsed while walking his
dog. He was rushed to the hospital
where he remained in a coma and
never regained consciousness. Lieuten-
ant Cospelich died on Wednesday, May
20, 2009 as a result of the injuries
incurred.

On June 3, 2009 Fire Commissioner
Lloyd Ayers announced that the death
of Fire Lieutenant Stephen Michael
Cospelich had been determined to be a
“Line of Duty Death.”

Lieutenant Cospelich was 56 years old
and a 23 year veteran of the PFD. He
was assigned to various fire companies
during his career, Ladder Company 8
located at Chelten Avenue and Bayton
Street was his final assignment.

Lieutenant Cospelich was raised in Mt.
Airy and was a resident of Chestnut Hill.
He served in the U.S Navy and

Lieutenant Michael Stephen Cospelich

completed a tour of duty in Viet Nam.

He is survived by his wife Nancy and
two adult children Stephanie A. and
Vanessa R. Cospelich.

His brother Oliver, also a Philadelphia
firefighter recently retired after eighteen
years of service.
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