PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITIZEN INFORMATION BULLETIN #8
DISORDERLY CONDUCT

1. A person is guilty of disorderly conduct if, with intent to cause public inconvenience,

annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk, he/she:

engages in fighting or threatening, or is violent or tumultuous;

makes unreasonable noises;

uses obscene language, or makes obscene gestures;

creates a hazardous or physically offensive condition by any act which serves no
legitimate purpose of the actor.
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The legal requirement of this law demands proof that the person by his/her actions
intentionally or recklessly created a risk or caused a public inconvenience, annoyance or
alarm. Intent cannot be inferred from a police officers annoyance or frustration with the
person.

Disorderly Conduct can be graded either a misdemeanor of the third degree or a summary
offense. In order to be charged with a misdemeanor of the third degree it must be the intent
of the person to cause substantial harm or serious inconvenience, or to persist in disorderly
conduct after a reasonable warning or request to stop. Otherwise Disorderly Conduct is a
summary offense.

The Disorderly Conduct statute must not be used as a catch-all or dragnet for the prosecution
of conduct that is uncivil, annoying or irritating. It is the policy of the Philadelphia Police
Department to make Disorderly Conduct arrests only when the above elements of the statue
in Section 1 have been met.

. A Disorderly Conduct arrest may not be used to punish anyone exercising a protected First
Amendment Right.
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