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P.A.C. Recommendation 2012-2

A review conducted on November 16, 2011, by the Investigative Review Committee of
the Police Advisory Commission (PAC) determined that the following cases be recommended for
closure; however, all five [5] cases contained allegations against officers for taking money during the
arresting process:

Wright IAD# 08-491 PAC# 082113
Alston IAD# 08-491 PAC# 082114
Randolph IAD# 10-232 PAC# 102457
Brown IAD# 09-483 PAC# 092368
Marquez IAD# 10-095 PAC# 102442

Additionally, multiple allegations of missing property appear on the Internal Affairs database:
2012-date = 12 comps
2011 =73 comps
2010 = 24 comps
2009 = 12 comps
2008 = 6 comps
2007 = 1 comp



There were no charges or discipline in all but one of these cases (in 2009, an officer was charged with
neglect of duty, but was found not guilty at PBI hearing)

Directive 91 of the Philadelphia Police Department states the department's policy:
(A) Any police employee, who receives or takes into custody any property or money, by any means or
from any source, will immediately prepare a Property Receipt (75-3).
(B) The person from whom the property is confiscated or received or his authortized agent, will
immediately be issued a copy of the Property Receipt (75-3)
(C) All Property Receipts (75-3) issued by any district/unit personnel willo be entered into the computer
in accordance with Computer Training Bulleting 91-07 (revised 9-97)

Directive 7 of the Philadelphia Police Department states the department’s policy for dealing with
items seized pursuant to an arrest or search warrant:
VI. (E) Seizing officer will perform the following:
(1) inventory and record items seized on all copies of the search warrant
(2) Complete in the presence of the person from whom items were seized or in the presence of at least
one witness
(3) give the blue copy of warrant, with listed items, to person from who taken or, if no one was present,
leave in a conspicuous location
(4) if items are seized, request the signature of person from who take or witness to seizure. If they
refuse to sign, so indicate on warrant
(5) Place his/her signature in appropriate block.
(6) prepare property receipt 75-3 and distribute in accordance with Directive 91

It is obvious that the procedures established by the Philadelphia Police Department have not been
strictly adhered to, particularly when officers need the complainant's signature on the "property tag" as
well as the signature of the officer. The fact that the PAC has received so many diverse complaints on
this item indicates that there is widespread noncompliance with firmly established police procedure, and
that appears to be supported from similar matters reported on the Internal Affairs Database.

This is made all the more sensitive by the recent publicity surrounding the return to duty of
Officer Joseph Sulpizio.

The Police Advisory Commission believes that the numerous allegations of police
misappropriation of cash and other items of worth from people detained or arrested greatly erodes the
relationship between the Philadelphia Police Department and seriously impacts the morale Philadelphia
police department.

The Police Advisory Commission urges a renewed emphasis be placed on strict compliance with
Directives 91 and 7.

Sincerely,
Charles F. Volz Jr., Esq.

Secretary
Police Advisory Commission



