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All kids deserve a fun and safe summer!

e Fun Safe Philly Summer is a youth program designed
to provide the kids and teens of Philadelphia with
summer activities, meals, and jobs

e Programming is provided on the elementary, middle,
and high school levels

e Summer meals are distributed through the Fun Safe
Philly Summer program

e But, why are free meals distributed?



According to Shared Prosp

erity Philadelphia,

Tl

39% of children
in Philadelphia
live below the
poverty level

“Many Philadelphians
live above the federal
poverty line but still
struggle to make ends
meet and face difficult
choices between paying
a utility bill and putting
food on the table.”

“We cannot succeed as a city and region if hundreds of thousands of
our fellow citizens are so disconnected from the resources needed to
live in a decent home, have enough food to eat, support themselves
and contribute to society through a job, or make a better life for
themselves or their children.”

http://sharedprosperityphila.org/crisis-level/



Faces of hunger in Philadelphia

AGE:
e 30% are children
* 6% are seniors

RACE:

e 14% are white

e 18% are black

e 25% are Latino

EMPLOYMENT:
* 31% work full time or part time,
e 27% are looking for work

e 9% are retired

» 36% are unable to work

e 24% are full-time students

http://www.readynetqgo.net/clients/coalition/httpdocs/pressroom/download/kit/Stats-Hunger in Philadelphia.pdf
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The deleterious effects of hunger

Hunger and Education

Hungry children are:

* 60% more likely to miss school

* 50% more likely to repeat a grade

» Twice as likely to be suspended from school
» Twice as likely to require special education

Hunger and the Economy

Hunger costs the state of Pennsylvania $3.25 billion every year, including:

 $2.4 billion for medical and mental health care due to increases in illness and psychosocial
dysfunction

 $330 million in lost educational achievement and worker productivity

» $517 million in costs for charities that work to relieve hunger

http://mwww.readynetgo.net/clients/coalition/httpdocs/pressroom/download/kit/Stats-Hunger in Philadelphia.pdf

It is clear that Philadelphia needs to combat hunger in
order to improve multiple outcomes for children!
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Philadelphia Free Summer Meals Program

Goal: to provide children in Philadelphia with free meals throughout the summer

 Problem #1: Kids who receive free meals during the school year need access to free

meals during the summer
— Solution: Meals are distributed at sites all around the city to any child under the age

of 18 - you don’t need to have proof of age or residence

 Problem #2: Kids and their families aren’t aware they can receive free meals throughout

the summer
— Solution: Distributing palm cards and door hangers with Free Summer Meals

information

e Our team, along with the Americorps VISTA team, distributed information for Free
Summer Meals in Kensington and Kingsessing, two Philadelphia neighborhoods identified
as targets for the program
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Materials Distributed

Door Hanger
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AND TEENS HERE!

Your nearest food service site is

‘! Palm Card
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EN VERANO!

Llame 1-855-252-MEAL para los sitios.

phillysummermeals.com
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Other Summer Meals Programs

Free Summer Meals
for all children

New York
City:

By psaliby ko gl ) bidres L pegry odd gred spradpo gy sy gy

Washington, DC:

NYC and DC are
using texting to reach
youth in their cities.

KIDS@TEENS \v ‘
immes Meals EM y@ur @E

202-6565 EAT

203-030-3328




SUMMER MEALS
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Our Efforts...

e We distributed door hangers and palm cards to
New Kensington and Kingsessing
e June 13, June 20, July 11, and July 25
e 11 Volunteers and 3 Summer VISTA members
e 574 palm cards distributed
e 3,447 door hangers distributed
e Out of 25 outreach calls we made to summer
meal sites, we found that 4,050 meals have
been distributed as of June 27, 2014




Discussion

The Free Summer Meals Program has
been successful in Philadelphia by
providing nutritional meals to children an
teens in need during the summer.
Philadelphia has maintained a large IR
number of participants and summer meals S \E@g
distributed each year. L R
The Free Summer Meals Program will
contribute to the well being of
Philadelphians and their families by
providing nourishment to those who need it ge ..
most. D0 b
We are extremely grateful that we got to o 8
work with this program and the people
iInvolved In it.
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