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GUN VIOLENCE TASK FORCE SPECIAL AGENTS ARREST TWO IN
NNECTION WITH THE MURDERS OF TWO ARMORED CAR ARD

TASK FORCE ARRESTS 112 PEOPLE, SEIZES 190 GUNS AND OPENS 505
INVESTIGATIONS IN ONLY ONE YEAR

District Attorney Lynne Abraham, Attorney General Tom Corbett and Police
Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey today announced that the Gun Violence Task Force
has arrested twelve more illegal gun traffickers including the purchaser of the gun used
by Mustafa Ali to murder two armored car guards in October. Since it began last
December, the Task Force has opened 505 investigations involving the illegal sale of
firearms, made 112 arrests, and seized 190 firearms. In addition, the Task Force has
assisted Philadelphia police in solving numerous shootings, burglaries, and at least one
homicide.

In December 2006, with funding from the State Legislature and spearheaded by State
Sen. Vincent Fumo, District Attorney Lynne Abraham and Attorney General Tom
Corbett launched the Gun Violence Task Force to attack the proliferation of illegal guns
on city streets. Composed of veteran investigators and seasoned prosecutors, and
working in close coordination with the Philadelphia Police Department, the Task Force
began operations in Southwest Philadelphia and has since expanded into all six of the
city’s police Divisions.

Under Pennsylvania law, a convicted felon is prohibited from purchasing a firearm.
Licensed gun dealers require proof of identity and perform a record check prior to
making a sale. Unable to purchase firearms from a licensed dealer, felons illegally
purchase weapons “on the street” or hire “Straws”, citizens with no criminal record, to
purchase guns for them. The “Straw”, after buying the gun and delivering it to the felon,
frequently reports the gun as stolen in an attempt to avoid criminal responsibility when
the gun is later used in a crime. Guns taken in residential burglaries are yet another
source of crime guns.



On November 13", Task Force Special Agents arrested Jason Lighty, 26, of the 6200
block of Catherine Street. It is alleged that in July 2003, Lighty purchased a 9mm
handgun at C&C Sports Center in Philadelphia which he illegally sold to a co-worker
Eric Benson, 25, of the 1500 block of Ellsworth Street. The 9mm was ultimately
obtained and used on October 4, 2007 by Mustafa Ali to murder two armored car guards
at a Wachovia Bank ATM in Northeast Philadelphia. Benson was arrested on December
26" Both Lighty and Benson are charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal
Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a
felony of the 2™ degree. The Task Force is continuing to investigate how the 9mm was
obtained by Ali.

On November 30", Task Force Special Agents arrested Michael Solecki, 53, of the 4700
block of Richmond Street. It is alleged that Solecki, a convicted felon, on 3 separate
occasions illegally sold a total two .38 caliber handguns, one .44 caliber handgun, and
one shotgun on the street in the Frankford section of the city. The serial numbers on the
shotgun had been obliterated. Solecki’s arrest was the result of a 6 month undercover
investigation by the Task Force. Search warrants resulted in the seizure of an additional
5 rifles and 3 handguns as well as over $40,000 in cash. Solecki is charged with violating
18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S.
6105, Person not to Possess Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6106,
Firearms Not to be Carried Without a License, a felony of the 3 degree; 18 PA.C.S.
6108, Carrying a Firearm on a Public Street or Public Property in Philadelphia, a
misdemeanor of the 1% degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6117, Altering or Obliterating Marks of
Identification, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6110.2, Possession of Firearm with
Altered Manufacturer’s Number, a misdemeanor of the 1% degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903,
Conspiracy, a felony of the 2" degree.

On December 4™, Task Force Special Agents arrested Sean Kelley, 28, of the 100 block
of W. Logan Street. On November 28", Kelley had been arrested for a home invasion
robbery in Northeast Philadelphia. The Task Force and Northeast Detectives
subsequently investigated the guns used in the home invasion and discovered that Kelley
had purchased 6 firearms which he later resold on the street for cash. Kelley is charged
with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 3rd degree;
18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S.
4911, Tampering with Public Records or Information, a felony of the 3rd degree; and 18
PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 3" degree.

On December 4", Task Force Special Agents also arrested Bryan Sims, 20, of the 5900
block of Cobbs Creek Parkway. It is alleged that Sims illegally purchased a .40 caliber
handgun which had been stolen in Upper Merion Township in November. A joint
investigation conducted by the Task Force, Southwest Detectives, and the Upper Merion
police resulted in the execution of a search warrant and the seizure of the stolen handgun
along with another handgun and narcotics. Sims is charged with violating 18 PA.C.S.
6111, Illegal Transfer of a Firearm, a felony of the 3rd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 907,
Possession of Unlawful Body Armor, a felony of the third degree; 18 PA.C.S. 3925,
Receiving Stolen Property, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a
felony of the 2" degree; and 35 PA.C.S. 780-113, Possession with Intent to Deliver a
Controlled Substance, a felony.

On December 17", Task Force Special Agents arrested Samuel Walker, 29, of the 200
block of Chew Avenue. On November 26, 2007, Larry Sanders, aka Attiya Ross, aka
Larry Saunders, aka Larry Martinez, a convicted felon, used a .357 magnum handgun to



shoot an employee of the Wizard’s nightclub at 3801 Chestnut street. Sanders was then
shot and killed by responding police officers. It is alleged that earlier that month, Walker
had illegally sold the .357 magnum handgun to Sanders. Walker is charged with
violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of a Firearm, a felony of the 3rd degree.

On January 2, 2008, Task Force Special Agents arrested Adelaide Greene, 25, of the
2400 block of Glenwood Street. It is alleged that in May and August of 2007, Greene
straw purchased two 9mm handguns for Jerome Cerdan, a convicted felon. Greene is
charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd
degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6105, Person not to Possess Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18
PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S.
4911, Tampering with Public Records or Information, a felony of the 3rd degree; and 18
PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 2nd degree.

On January 9, 2008, Task Force Special Agents arrested Daynell Marbury, 29, of the
2900 block of W. Oxford Street. It is alleged that Marbury purchased a total of 8
handguns for her boyfriend, a convicted felon. In September, 2007, Philadelphia police
recovered one of the handguns, a loaded .44 revolver, from another convicted felon who
was wanted for aggravated assault, along with $30,000 in cash and 95 grams of cocaine
base. Marbury is charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a
felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the
2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4911, Tampering with Public Records or Information, a felony of
the 3rd degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 2nd degree.

On January 9, 2008, Task Force Special Agents also arrested Melvin Williams, 22, of the
1300 block of S. 22" Street. On January 16™ and 17", Task Force Special Agents
arrested Eric Christinzio, 20, of the 2800 block of S. 16" Street and Danny Russo, 22,
of the 1800 block of Forrestal Street. It is alleged that on 12/27/07, Christinzio and
Russo broke into a motor home in the unit block of N. Columbus Boulevard and stole
five handguns and a rifle. It is further alleged that two of the stolen handguns were
subsequently purchased from the pair by Williams and that Williams fired the handguns
into the air approximately 30 times on New Years Eve. Williams is charged with
violating 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms Not to be Carried Without a License, a Felony of the
3" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a Firearm on a Public Street or Public Property in
Philadelphia, a Misdemeanor of the 1% degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of
Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 2705, Recklessly Endangering Another
Person, a Misdemeanor of the 2" degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a Felony of
the 2" degree. Christinzio and Russo are both charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 3502,
Burglary, a felony of the 1% degree; 18 PA.C.S. 3929, Theft, a Felony of the 2" degree;
18 PA.C.S. 3925, Receiving Stolen Property, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6111,
Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms Not to
be Carried Without a License, a Felony of the 3" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a
Firearm on a Public Street or Public Property in Philadelphia, a misdemeanor of the 1%
degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 1st degree.

On January 18", Task Force Special Agents arrested Enrico Lofton, 32, of the 400 block
of Durfor Street. It is alleged that Lofton, prohibited from possessing a firearm because
of his prior criminal record, falsified purchase forms in an attempt to purchase a 9mm
handgun on January 7, 2007. The warrant accuses Lofton of violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111,
Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 3rd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6105, Person not to
Possess Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a
misdemeanor of the 2nd degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 4911, Tampering with Public Records or
Information, a felony of the 3rd degree.



Felonies of the 2" degree are punishable by up to 10 years imprisonment and a $25,000
fine. Felonies of the 3" degree are punishable by up to 7 years imprisonment and a
$15,000 fine. Misdemeanors of the 1° degree are punishable by up to 5 years
imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. Conviction of more than one count of 18 PA.C.S.A
6111 is a Felony of the 2" degree and carries a mandatory sentence of five to 10 years
imprisonment and a $25,000 fine.



