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D.A. Lynne Abraham Statement re Third Circuit’s Decision to Release Convicted 

Murderer Louis Mickens-Thomas  
 

Defendant Serving Life Sentence Without Parole for Raping and Murdering 12-Year-
Old Edith Connor in 1964 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
District Attorney Lynne M. Abraham today released the following statement regarding 
the January 14, 2004 order by a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit to release convicted murderer Louis Mickens-Thomas: 
 
“The Third Circuit is apparently more concerned with the defendant’s behavior in prison 
than they are with the brutal rape and murder of 12-year-old Edith Connor. This child 
suffered horribly.  Two juries convicted him and sentenced him to life in prison.  Calling 
the defendant “a dangerous sexual offender,” the Board of Probation and Parole has 
repeatedly denied this defendant’s release because they believe he would still be a danger 
to society. This man should never be released.  Period.” 
 
Facts of the case:    At about 9am on September 27, 1964, 12-year-old Edith Connor left 
her home at 1102 N. Sloan St. to take some clothes to a nearby Laundromat.  After 
arriving at the Laundromat, Edith put the clothes into the washer and left.  Edith was 
missing from that time until her body was found in a narrow alley (behind 1116 N. 
Sloan/115 N. 40th St.) on Tuesday September 27, 1964, at about 3:45pm by neighborhood 
children.  She had been raped and sodomized; the cause of death was ligature 
strangulation. The defendants shoe repair shop was located at 1109 N. 40th St. 
 
Edith’s torn panties, torn jeans, sweater and belt were brushed for trace evidence.  Shoe 
wax, leather, rubber, dog hairs and scrapings from Edith’s fingernails matched that of 
items in the repair shop and the defendant’s dog.   
 
In April 1966, a jury found the defendant guilty of first-degree murder and sentenced him 
to life without parole.  Because a lab technician falsified her educational background, a 
new trial was ordered.  In February 1969, a jury again convicted the defendant of first-
degree murder and sentenced him to life without parole.   
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At the recommendation of the Board of Pardons, Governor Robert Casey commuted the 
defendant’s sentence in 1995, to be carried out at the discretion of the Department of 
Corrections.   
 
Parole officials have repeatedly denied the defendant parole because they say he is a 
“sexual predator”, he has no remorse and is likely to commit more crimes if he is 
released. 
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