
ADDRESS: 240 S 7TH ST
Proposal: Construct rear dormer addition with deck and solar canopy
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Anthony DiBlasio
Applicant: Kara Haggerty Wilson, Onion Flats Architecture
History: 1796; John Hutchinson, carpenter
Individual Designation: 4/30/1957
District Designation: Society Hill Historic District, Significant, 3/10/1999
Staff Contact: Dan Shachar-Krasnoff, daniel.shachar-krasnoff@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes extensive alterations to the eighteenth-century rowhouse 
at 240 S. 7th Street. It proposes minor alterations and additions at the first and second-floor rear 
as well as masonry and stucco repair and door and window replacement. More significantly, the 
application proposes to remove the rear slope of the roof of the main block including a dormer,
construct a full-width dormer addition in its place, and modify an existing roof deck. An open,
pergola-like structure called a “canopy” would be added to the deck and solar panels would be 
added to the canopy and dormer roof.

The gable roof on the main block of the building is a character-defining feature. Removing the 
rear slope of the gable would destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property, violating Standard 9. The Roofs Guideline requires that additions be
inconspicuous from the public right-of-way, ensuring that the addition does not adversely alter
the public’s perception of the historic building. The building at 240 S. 7th Street is situated in the 
middle of the block between Spruce and Manning Streets. However, the south façade, including 
the gable on the main block, is visible from S. 7th Street, owing to a gap formed by the rear of 
yard of 701 Spruce Street. The roof deck and canopy would also be visible from Manning 
Street, although it will be somewhat obscured by the rear ell of 738 S. 7th Street. The new 
dormer and canopy would not satisfy the Roofs Guideline.

The Historical Commission approved the fourth-story roof deck and other changes in 2014. At 
that time, the rear dormer was converted to a door to access the deck, but the original dormer 
configuration was otherwise maintained. The existing fourth-story roof deck is minimally visible
from S. 7th Street and Manning Street, but satisfies the inconspicuous standard.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Construct rear dormer addition with deck and solar canopy.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible 
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to 
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
o The addition would eliminate the rear gable roof, an historic, character-defining

feature.
Roofs Guideline I Recommended: Designing rooftop additions, elevator or stair 
towers, decks or terraces, dormers, or skylights when required by a new or 
continuing use so that they are inconspicuous and minimally visible on the site and 



from the public right-of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining 
historic features.
o The addition and canopy would be conspicuously visible from both S. 7th and

Manning Streets. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 9 and the Roofs Guideline.
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Figure 1: Location of 240 S 7th St.
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Figure 2: 240 S 7th St Primary Façade.
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Figure 3: 240 S 7th St South & Primary Facades.
.
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Figure 4: 700 Block of Manning St. Looking towards the rear of 240 S 7th St.
2nd & 3rd Story Decks Visible in Image
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