
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
Date of Notice: October 15, 2026 

 
City of Philadelphia 

Division of Housing and Community Development 
1234 Market Street, 17th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 
215-686-9760 

 
These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by 
Philadelphia Housing Authority.  
 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
On or about November 2, 2026, the City of Philadelphia will authorize the Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) 
to submit to HUD a request for release of funds under Section 9 funds under the United States Housing Act of 
1937, as amended, to undertake the following project: 
 
Project Title: The Walton School  
 
Purpose: The proposal is for the rehabilitation and residential conversion of the Rudolph Walton School. 

HELP Development Corp. will lead the renovation of the site's two buildings. The ‘'main 
building” is 3 stories plus basement. It will contain all 50 residential units, tenant common areas, 
supportive services, and utility space. Catering to an older adult population, at least 8 units will 
be accessible to people with physical disabilities, 2 will be accessible for hearing and visual 
disabilities, and all 50 units will be visitable and one-bedroom. The ''back building'' is a smaller 
one-story space (formerly the kindergarten) that is connected to the main building and will 
contain a 1,000 sq ft community room. The buildings' combined footprints account for about half 
of the 61,425 sq ft lot. While there are no off-street parking requirements per zoning, the team 
plans to include at least 10 parking spaces and ample bike parking. The site will also feature a 
landscaped backyard with on-site stormwater management. The development site is owned by 
Philadelphia Housing Authority Development Corporation (PHADC), a Pennsylvania non-profit 
corporation. A Ground Lease Agreement was executed between PHADC as the lessor of the 
property and HELP Development Corp as the lessee.     

 
The development site is owned by Philadelphia Housing Authority Development Corporation 
(PHADC), a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. A Ground Lease Agreement was executed 
between PHADC as the lessor of the property and HELP Development Corp as the lessee. 

 
The Philadelphia Housing Authority has approved the proposed development for 50 Faircloth to 
Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) project-based voucher units at a subsidy rate not to 
exceed the Fair Market Rent for the applicable bedroom sizes. The HAP contract to be executed 
with the Project Owner will provide an annual subsidy amount estimated to be approximately 
$1,500,000.  PHA will make a loan of $4M of MTW funds. 

 
Location:  2601 N 28th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19132 
 
Estimated Cost:  The total development cost is $32,098,319 
 
 



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
The City of Philadelphia has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human 
environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file at the offices of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. The ERR is available to review and copy in person at this address. Copies of the ERR 
may also be requested electronically by emailing planning@phila.gov; or by U.S. mail by mailing a request to 
the above address.  
 

POSTING INFORMATION 
 
This Notice will be posted online at the following website: 
www.phila.gov/dhcd/legal-notices 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of Philadelphia.  All 
comments received by October 30, 2026, will be considered by the City prior to authorizing submission of a 
request for release of funds. Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 
 
The City of Philadelphia certifies to HUD that Jessie Lawrence, Certifying Officer, in his capacity as Director of the 
Philadelphia Department of Planning and Development, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts 
if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these 
responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA 
and related laws and authorities and allows the Philadelphia Housing Authority to use Program funds. 
 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City’s certification for a period of 15 days following 
the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of 
the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City  (b) the City has 
omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or 
undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) 
another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.   
 
Objections to Release of Funds must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures at 
24 CFR Part 58.76 and shall be addressed to the Director, Office of Public and Indian Housing, Philadelphia 
Field Office at PhilaPIH@hud.gov. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the 
objection period. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessie Lawrence, Director  
City of Philadelphia, Department of Planning and Development 
Division of Housing & Community Development 


