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August 24, 2026 
 
Katherine Liss 
The Philadelphia Art Commission 
One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Re: Letter of Intent to Administer Percent for Art Funds from Finley Recreation Center 

Dear Katherine: 

Creative Philadelphia would like to inform the Philadelphia Art Commission of our intent to administer 
Percent for Art funds triggered by the Finley Recreation Center project, in Northwest Philadelphia. Estimated 
at $7.9 million, this Parks and Recreation site improvement project consists of a new artificial 
football/baseball field, lighting, a new storage building, fence work and site furnishings. 

Creative Philadelphia is determining the timeline, scope and community engagement process for the 
administration of Percent for Art funds of 1% of the budget in collaboration with Capital Program Office 
(CPO) and Philadelphia Parks and Recreation (PPR).  

Once this plan is further developed, Creative Philadelphia will initiate a separate review process with the 
Philadelphia Art Commission for approval. 

We look forward to working with Capital Programs Office, Parks and Recreation and all stakeholders to 
administer these public art funds to serve the community, while enhancing the City’s renowned collection of 
public art.  

Should you require any additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 215.686.4596. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA  
Public Art Director  
Creative Philadelphia 
City of Philadelphia 
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COVER LETTER 

Date: September 28th, 2026 

To: Katherine Liss, Philadelphia Art Commission, Katherine.Liss@Phila.gov  
Philadelphia Art Commission, ArtCommission@phila.gov  

From: Ryan Herilla, RLA – Gilmore & Associates, rherilla@gilmore-assoc.com  
Corey Wilson, RLA, LLA – Gilmore & Associates, cwilson@gilmore-assoc.com  

cc: Priyanka Malik – Philadelphia Capital Program Office, Priyanka.Malik@phila.gov 
Francesco Cerrai, RLA – Philadelphia Capital Program Office, Francesco.Cerrai@phila.gov    
 

Reference: Request for Final Approval – Finley Recreation Center, Site Improvements 

 
By way of this cover letter, we respectfully submit the revised submission package and request final approval for 
site improvements at Finley Recreation Center located at 7701 Mansfield Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19150. 
 
Per remarks from the Art Commission on 9/9 and the subsequent Art Commission decision form, we have 
updated our design and presentation as follows:  
 
A color-coded site plan slide has been added delineating locations of existing trees to remain, where new site 
furnishings and trees are proposed, and where utility constraints are present. The site design has also been 
updated to include three (3) additional fixed tables with game tops in the northeast corner of the site where a 
significant increase in tree canopy is proposed, this will provide an additional shaded seating area for visitors to 
the site. Two (2) additional backed benches have also been added to the dog park, one (1) in each area. An 
additional presentation slide has been added, further clarifying where specific site furnishings are proposed on 
site. 
 
Furthermore, we have evaluated the species of trees proposed for the site in order to maximize overall canopy 
while also limiting additional maintenance requirements on site. A slide has been added clarifying where specific 
tree species are proposed to be planted on site. 
 
Lastly, our team, in coordination with CPO/PPR is continuing to coordinate with Creative Philadelphia regarding 
future Percent for Art opportunities at Finley Rec Center. The inclusion of Percent for Art at Finley Rec Center 
will be a part of a separate review process with the Art Commission for approval at a later date.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ryan Herilla, RLA, Landscape Architect 
Corey Wilson, RLA, LLA, Project Manager 



FINLEY RECREATION CENTER
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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Key:
1.	 Proposed multi-sport artificial turf field 
(striped for football, soccer, and lacrosse)

2.	 Proposed 60’ artificial turf baseball field
3.	 Proposed enclosed bullpen &batting cage
4.	 Proposed 8’ ht. fence around perimeter of 
turf field

5.	 Proposed electronic scoreboard
6.	 Proposed walking loop (Approx. 1/4 mile in 
length)

7.	 Proposed bleachers
8.	 Proposed player benches
9.	 Proposed community plaza with fixed 
tables and concrete seat walls

10.	Proposed dog park (small dog area)
11.	Proposed dog park (large dog area)
12.	Proposed renovated 14’ width entry drive 
(pedestrian & vehicular)

13.	Proposed storage shed
14.	Landscape improvements at building 
facade (Trees & Shrubs)

15.	Proposed 18” ht. ornamental fence directly 
adjacent to sidewalk along Mansfield Avenue

16.	Proposed trees
17.	Proposed ornamental plant bed
18.	Proposed ADA curb ramp improvements
19.	Perimeter sidewalks to be replaced around 
entire property

20.	Entry point from perimeter sidewalk to site
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CANOPY COVER, SITE FURNISHINGS & UTILITY LOCATIONS
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SHOWN IN GREEN

PROPOSED SITE 
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IN ORANGE
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INFILTRATION BASIN 
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ELECTRIC SERVICE 

SHOWN IN RED
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WATER SERVICE 
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EX. TREES ADJACENT TO 
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LEGEND:

EX. TREE TO REMAIN, TYP.
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PROPOSED SITE FURNISHING LOCATIONS
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TREE PLANTING PALETTE & LOCATIONS
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MIX OF EASTERN 
RED CEDAR AND AMERICAN 
HOLLY PROPOSED ADJACENT 

TO REC CENTER

MIX OF TULIP POPLAR 
AND EASTERN RED BUD 

PROPOSED FOR ORNAMENTAL 
PLANT BEDS AT MAIN ENTRANCE

MIX OF YELLOWWOOD 
AND CANADIAN SERVICEBERRY 
PROPOSED FOR ORNAMENTAL 

PLANT BEDS ADJACENT TO FIELD

MIX OF RED OAK AND 
EASTERN REDBUD PROPOSED 

ADJACENT TO FIELD

MIX OF RED OAK, EASTERN REDBUD, & GREEN HAWTHORN 
PROPOSED AT NORTHEAST GROVE

ROW OF BLACK 
GUM PROPOSED 

ADJACENT TO FIELD
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PLANT PALETTE - SHRUBS, PERENNIALS, & GRASSES

OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA
Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Ruby Slippers’

VIRGINIA SWEETSPIRE
Itea virginica ‘Henry’s Garnet’

FRAGRANT SUMAC
 Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’

PURPLE CONEFLOWER
Echinacea purpurea

CHEROKEE SEDGE
Carex cherokeensis

PRAIRIE DROPSEED
Sporobolus heterolepis

AROMATIC ASTER
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium
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PROPOSED SITE LIGHTING PLAN
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PEDESTRIAN LIGHT POST

PEDESTRIAN SCALE 
LIGHTING TO BE ADDED ONTO (2) 
EXISTING ATHLETIC LIGHT POST 

ALONG ENTRY DRIVE

LED ATHLETIC FIELD LIGHTING

EX. ATHLETIC 
FIXTURE TO BE RETROFIT

LEGEND:

PROPOSED LED ATHLETIC FIELD LIGHTING
PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN LIGHT POST
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