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To:  

Philadelphia Art Commission 

1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

September 30, 2026 

 

Re: 1600-1640 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

  Friends Select School – Back Lot Transformation 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

On behalf of the Friends Select School, we respectfully request the Art Commission’s review of revisions made 

to the design since our last presentation on 9/9/2026, during which a continuance was granted.  The 

Commissioners requested a revised approach to the Welcome Center booth design, as well as additional detail 

on ground surface materials in proximity to proposed trees, and soil compaction will be avoided around trees. 

 

Please note that signage will be submitted separately for Signs and Streetery review; signage shown in this 

application is included for context only. 

 

Welcome Center 

The design of the Welcome Center has been adjusted to feel more welcoming to pedestrians approaching the 

Back Lot.  The proposed changes to the form, color, and graphic treatments are meant as a reflection of the 

dynamic character of the larger elevated structure.  Angles – like those seen throughout the space – are 

incorporated to help guide visitors toward the entry.  Colors and materials of the gates, windows, and floor of 

the breezeway have been revised to help the entry experience feel lighter and more inviting.  Window graphics 

will be incorporated to help soften the aesthetic of the windows fronting Race Street. 

 

These changes are intended to strike a balance between presenting a welcoming face to the public and the 

pragmatic need to provide safety and security for the school’s students.  As the primary point of entry for 

students on this side of the campus, as well as an opportune moment for the public to interact with students, 

providing a visible presence at this threshold is critical to the school’s ability to use the Back Lot safely and 

effectively. 

 

Tree Protection Details 

Details for tree installation and protection have been developed.  This includes surface treatments to allow for 

water infiltration and discourage excessive foot traffic.  Subsurface treatments, including a combination of 

structural soils and soil cells, are also included to help avoid damage to root systems in the event of foot traffic. 

 

For any questions about this application, please feel free to reach me directly at 215.806.3891, or at 

richg@metarchdesign.com. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Richard Gallagher, AIA 

Project Manager 
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Proposal:
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Rich Gallagher
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234 Market Street, 5th Fl
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 Friends Select School - Backlot Transformation
 1600-1640 Race St

Art Commission approval is not an endorsement for any approval, exception or 
variance that the proposal might require from any other department, board or 
commission.

This proposal is for the demolition and  redesign of the 
backlot to allow for an increase in play space and a 
decrease in vehicle traffic.  Site upgrades include, 
playground equipment, play structures, elevated 
pedestrian pathway, asphalt replacement asphalt 
painting, entrance gate and security booth at vehicle 
entrance.

Octavia Howell

CONTINUE

This project has changed significantly since it received 
Concept Approval in January 2024 (05-24).  
Commissioners requested the applicant to return with a 
revised approach to the welcome center booth design 
and paver details showing where the pavers meet the 
trees, as well as details showing how soil compaction will 
be avoided around the trees.

The Philadelphia Art Commission Decision Form

Established 1911

The Philadelphia  Art Commission

Deputy Director for Planning and 
Zoning, Department of Planning 

and Development

Carmen Febo San Miguel
Vice Chairperson

Katherine Liss, AIA, AICP
Director of

Philadelphia Art Commission

Commission
Meeting Date:

9/9 CONTINUANCE + 9/30 COVER LETTER

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

To:  
Philadelphia Art Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
September 30, 2026 
 
Re: 1600-1640 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
  Friends Select School – Back Lot Transformation 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of the Friends Select School, we respectfully request the Art Commission’s review of revisions made 
to the design since our last presentation on 9/9/2026, during which a continuance was granted.  The 
Commissioners requested a revised approach to the Welcome Center booth design, as well as additional detail 
on ground surface materials in proximity to proposed trees, and soil compaction will be avoided around trees. 
 
Please note that signage will be submitted separately for Signs and Streetery review; signage shown in this 
application is included for context only. 
 
Welcome Center 
The design of the Welcome Center has been adjusted to feel more welcoming to pedestrians approaching the 
Back Lot.  The proposed changes to the form, color, and graphic treatments are meant as a reflection of the 
dynamic character of the larger elevated structure.  Angles – like those seen throughout the space – are 
incorporated to help guide visitors toward the entry.  Colors and materials of the gates, windows, and floor of 
the breezeway have been revised to help the entry experience feel lighter and more inviting.  Window graphics 
will be incorporated to help soften the aesthetic of the windows fronting Race Street. 
 
These changes are intended to strike a balance between presenting a welcoming face to the public and the 
pragmatic need to provide safety and security for the school’s students.  As the primary point of entry for 
students on this side of the campus, as well as an opportune moment for the public to interact with students, 
providing a visible presence at this threshold is critical to the school’s ability to use the Back Lot safely and 
effectively. 
 
Tree Protection Details 
Details for tree installation and protection have been developed.  This includes surface treatments to allow for 
water infiltration and discourage excessive foot traffic.  Subsurface treatments, including a combination of 
structural soils and soil cells, are also included to help avoid damage to root systems in the event of foot traffic. 
 
For any questions about this application, please feel free to reach me directly at 215.806.3891, or at 
richg@metarchdesign.com. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Richard Gallagher, AIA 
Project Manager 
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PROPOSED BACKLOT DESIGN

OVERHEAD VIEW

16th STREET

RAC
E STREET



PAGE 5
FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL     |     PHILADELPHIA ART COMMISSION    |     OCTOBER 14, 2026

OVERHEAD VIEW FROM NORTH
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WELCOME CENTER PLAN

PROGRAMMING 
CONSIDERATIONS

•	 MAXIMIZE PLAY VALUE (minimize booth size)

•	 PROVIDE WELCOMING PRESENCE ON RACE ST.

•	 PROVIDE SAFER ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCESS

•	 PROVIDE SECURITY FOR STUDENTS WALKING               	

     BETWEEN CAMPUSES

•	 FIT UNDER ELEVATED STRUCTURE (minimize height)

•	 PROVIDE LATERAL STABILITY (minimize openings)

N

WELCOME
CENTER

RACE 
STREET

SERVICE 
WINDOW

PEDESTRIAN
SWING GATES

AFTER-HOURS 
SECURITY GATE

VEHICLE SWING 
GATES

0’ 5’ 10’
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VIEW FROM WEST
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VIEW FROM EAST
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VIEW FROM NORTH
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AFTER HOURS SECURITY GATE

CLOSED OPEN
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PEDESTRIAN GATE

CLOSED OPEN
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CONTEXT

TREEHOUSE & WALKWAY ENTRY ADDITION
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COMPARISON OF CHANGES

PREVIOUS (9/9) CURRENT (10/14)
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COMPARISON OF CHANGES

PREVIOUS (9/9) CURRENT (10/14)
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TREE PROTECTION DETAILS - DURING CONSTRUCTION

2"X4" TREE GUARD POST

2"X4" SHIM INSTALLED FROM
BOTTOM OF POST CAP TO 6"

BEYOND POST CAP

STEEL POST ANCHOR W/CAP

(2)  2"X4"
CROSS BRACES

TREE WRAP

6" DEEP WOOD CHIP MULCH

LANDSCAPE FABRIC

EXISTING SUB-GRADESTEEL ANCHOR ON
OPPOSITE CORNERS -
SEE ENLARGEMENT ON SIDE 6" DEEP WOOD CHIP MULCH

USE 8d X 3" NAILS

SURFACE PROTECTION MAT

TREE GUARD SHALL BE INSTALLED AT
THE EDGE OF THE TREE PIT. TO THE
EXTENT FEASIBLE OFFSET A MINIMUM
OF 3' FROM THE TREE TRUNK ON ALL
SIDES.

EXISTING TREE

2"X4" (LENGTH VARIES)

CANOPY EDGE OF TREE

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE (1.0 X FEET FOR
EVERY DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT
[DBH]  INCH MEASUREMENT)

EXISTING PAVEMENT OR OTHER SURFACE
TREATMENT TO BE REMOVED DURING
CONSTRUCTION. REPLACED WITH LANDSCAPE
FABRIC AND 6" WOOD CHIPS OR SURFACE
PROTECTION MATS AS APPLICABLE.

EDGE OF CRITICAL
ROOT ZONE

CANOPY EDGE
OF EXISTING TREE

TREE PROTECTIVE
FENCE

EXISTING GRADE

SURFACE PROTECTION
MATS

6" WOOD
CHIPS

LANDSCAPE
FABRIC

SURFACE PROTECTION MAT
WITH 6" OF WOOD CHIP MULCH
BELOW

STACK MATS AS REQUIRED
TO PROVIDE CONTINUOUS
COVERAGE AROUND TREE
TO REMAIN

NOT TO SCALE

TEMPORARY TREE PROTECTION DETAIL (EXISTING TREE)1

STANDARD
SCAFFOLD POLE, TYP.

EXISTING GRADE

NOT TO SCALE

TEMPORARY TREE PROTECTION FENCE (NEW TREE)2

POLYPROPYLENE (POLYPRO)
AND POLYETHYLENE
ORANGE

© 2026 Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC
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TREE WRAP

6" DEEP WOOD CHIP MULCH

LANDSCAPE FABRIC
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TREE GUARD SHALL BE INSTALLED AT
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protect existing 

roots

helical piles to 
minimize ground

disturbance
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PLANTING SOIL CONSIDERATIONS 
16TH STREET
(PENNDOT STATE ROUTE 3027)

(CITY PLAN-70' WIDE-LEGALLY OPEN)
(12-46-12)
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70 cape

12 euma

3 RA

33 cafl

35 epve

2 QP

2 LB20 mast33 mast 30 euma

30 cape

2 HQ 5 ITV1 AL1 AL

97 lisp
74 lisp

2 CC

2 ITV

1 HI

50 lisp

40 chla

1 CF

3 CS

20 cala

6 SH3 VD

3 AM

8 DL

7 AM
3 RA

5 AM

3 AM

7 DL
3 AM 3 RA4 ITV

7 SH

6 RA

1 VN

2 CS

12 epve

15 seau

16 chla

10 chla

2 HQ

5 RA

2 VD

38 epve 1 VD

35 lisp

16 ecpu

21 lisp

7 chla

12 JH

3 RA3 TO

6 ecpu

4 ecpu

6 ecpu

1 VN

1 VN

3 ITV 5 ITV1 VD 1 VT

65 lisp

3 RA233 cape

3 RA

121 cape

16 seau

40 chla

1 CF

5 RA

135 lisp

55 lisp

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
AND BE PROTECTED

5 chla

SEATING LOG, TYP.

STONE LANDSCAPE
STEPPER, TYP.

SEATING/ BOLLARD BOULDER SET IN
CONCRETE, TYP.

4 RA

LANDSCAPE BOULDER ON
GRAVEL BASE, TYP.

23 euma

PERCH BOULDER, TYP.

LANDSCAPE BOULDER IN
PIP SURFACE, TYP.

3 CK

3 RA

EX. FIRE HYDRANT / WATER VALVE

EX. BUILDING

EX. TREE

EX. SIGN

CANOPY TREE

FLOWERING TREE

DECIDUOUS SHRUB

EVERGREEN TREE

GRASSES

BROADLEAF GROUNDCOVERS

FERNS

FLOWERING BROADLEAF PERENNIALS

MULCH

STONE LANDSCAPE
STEPPERS

SEATING LOGS

LANDSCAPE BOULDER ON
GRAVEL BASE

SEATING/BOLLARD BOULDER SET
IN CONCRETE

PERCH BOULDERS

BOULDER IN PIP SURFACE

LEGEND:

PROPERTY LINE

RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE

FOOTPRINT OF ELEVATED STRUCTURE
(SEE ARCHITECTURAL PLANS)

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'

0 4 8 16

LANDSCAPE NOTES:

1. ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE OF NURSERY STOCK AND SHALL BE OF SYMMETRICAL
GROWTH, FREE OF INSECTS, PESTS AND DISEASE.  THE OWNER OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO INSPECT AND APPROVE ALL PLANT MATERIALS AND REJECT ANY
PLANTS FOUND TO BE UNACCEPTABLE.

2. ALL PLANT MATERIAL SHALL AT A MINIMUM CONFORM TO THE HORTICULTURAL
STANDARDS AS SET FORTH BY THE AMERICAN NURSERYMEN AND LANDSCAPING
ASSOCIATION (ANLA 2000).

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL REMOVE ALL NON-BIODEGRADABLE ROOT WRAPPING PRIOR TO
PLANTING.

4. DAMAGE TO EXISTING OR NEW WORK BY CONTRACTOR SHALL BE REPAIRED AT HIS
EXPENSE.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH ALL UTILITIES AND NOTIFY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT OF ANY DISCREPANCIES OR CONFLICTS PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.

6. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY PLANT LIST QUANTITIES INDICATED ON PLANS AND NOTIFY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT OF ANY DISCREPANCIES IN QUANTITIES PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION.

7. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE ALL PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY WITH REGARDS TO THE
CARTING, STORING AND PLANTING OF MATERIALS TO PROTECT ADJACENT FINISHED
WORK.

8. PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE MAINTAINED BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER IN THE BEST
HORTICULTURAL CONDITION. CONTRACTOR SHALL PRUNE ALL DEAD OR DISEASED LIMBS,
BRANCHES AND CANES FROM EXISTING DECIDUOUS AND CONIFEROUS TREES.  METHODS

SHALL REFLECT BEST HORTICULTURAL PRACTICES AS OUTLINED IN THE AMERICAN
NURSERYMEN ASSOCIATION CERTIFICATION AND STANDARDS LATEST EDITION.

9. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL ENSURE THAT ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL ARRIVE AT THE SITE
WITH ROOT BALL AND BURLAP INTACT.

10. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL  REMOVE ALL DEAD AND BROKEN CANES AND BRANCHES, ALL
PLASTIC TIES AND TAGS AND ANY APPURTENANCES USED TO GROW THE TREE IN THE
NURSERY.

11. ALL PLANTING SOILS SHALL BE PER SPECIFICATIONS.
12. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL ALL PLANT MATERIALS PER THE PLANTING DETAILS AND

SPECIFICATIONS.
13. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REPLACE ANY PLANT MATERIALS WITHIN ONE GROWING SEASON

FOR PLANT MATERIALS THAT ARE NO LONGER VIABLE.
TRIPLE-SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH SHALL BE APPLIED TO ALL AREA PLANTED WITH TREES,
SHRUBS, PERENNIALS AND GROUNDCOVERS.

TREE PRUNING NOTE:
1. ALL SHADE TREES LOCATED OUTSIDE OF FENCED IN AREAS SHALL BE LIMBED UP TO 7' AS

MEASURED FROM FINISH GRADE.
2. TREE PRUNING SHALL BE PERFORMED BY A LICENSED ARBORIST AND SHALL FOLLOW ISA

300 STANDARDS.

TURF SODDING NOTE:
1. SOD IS PROPOSED AS A BASIS OF DESIGN FOR PLAY THE MOUND AREA. SUITABILITY OF

SOD AS A HEAVY WEAR SURFACE TO BE EVALUATED. BASIS FOR TURF SODDING SHALL BE
A SHADE TOLERANT FESCUE MIX IF USED.

4

FRIENDS SELECT PLANT SCHEDULE
QUANTITY SYMBOL SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME SIZE, ROOT SPACING NOTES

DECIDUOUS TREES

2 AL Amelanchier laevis Smooth Shadblow
3-3.5" caliper, B&B,
multi-stemmed As shown

2 CC Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 3-3.5" caliper, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

3 CK Cladrastis kentukea Yellowwood 4-4.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

2 QP Quercus palustris Pin Oak 5-5.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

EVERGREEN TREES

3 TO Thuja occidentalis 'Emerald Green' Emerald Green Arborvitae 5'-6' HT, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

21 AM Aronia meloncarpa 'Low Scape Mound' Low Scape Mound Aronia 12" HT, #3 container 2' o.c.

5 CS Cornus serica 'Baileyi' Bailey Red Twig Dogwood Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

2 CF Calycanthus x hybridus 'Aphrodite' Aphrodite Sweetshrub Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

15 DL Diervilla lonicera Bush Honeysuckle 18" HT, #3 container As shown

1 HI Hammemelis x intermedia 'Jalena' Jalea Witch Hazel Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

4 HQ Hydrangea quercifolia 'Alice' Alice Oakleaf Hydrangea Min. 3' HT, #5 container As shown

19 ITV Itea virginica 'Little Henry' Little Henry Sweetspire 18" HT, #3 container As shown

2 LB Lindera benzoin Spicebush Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

41 RA Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low' Fragrant Sumac 'Gro-Low' 18" HT, #3 container 3' o.c.

13 SH Sarcococca hookeriana var humilis Dwarf Sweet Box 8"-12" HT, #1 container 2' o.c.

7 VD Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

3 VN Viburnum nudum 'Winterthur' Winterthur Smooth Witherod Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

1 VT Viburnum  trilobum Cranberry Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

EVERGREEN SHRUBS

12 JH Juniperus horizontalis 'Bar Harbor' Bar Harbor Horizontal Juniper 8"-12" HT, #3 container As shown

GRASSES

454 cape Carex pensylvanica Pennsylania Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

33 cafl Carex flacca 'Blue Zinger' Blue Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

118 chla Chasmanthium latifolium Northern Seaoats #1 container 16" o.c.

532 lisp Liriope spicata Creeping Lilyturf SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

BROADLEAF GROUNDCOVER

85 epve Epimedium × versicolor 'Sulphureum' Bishop's Hat #1 container 18" o.c.

BROADLEAF  FLOWERING PERENNIALS

16 ecpu Echinacea purpurea 'White Swan' White Swan Cone Flower #1 container 12" o.c.

65 euma Eurybia macrophylla Bigleaf Aster #1 container 18" o.c.

31 seau Senecio aureus Golden Ragwort #1 container 18" o.c.

FERN

53 mast Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich Fern #1 container 18" o.c.

© 2026 Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC
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CU Soil,
footprint TBD

Silva Cell or
CU Soil (TBD),
footprint TBD

Silva Cell,
footprint TBD

16TH STREET
(PENNDOT STATE ROUTE 3027)
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LANDSCAPE NOTES:

1. ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE OF NURSERY STOCK AND SHALL BE OF SYMMETRICAL
GROWTH, FREE OF INSECTS, PESTS AND DISEASE.  THE OWNER OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO INSPECT AND APPROVE ALL PLANT MATERIALS AND REJECT ANY
PLANTS FOUND TO BE UNACCEPTABLE.

2. ALL PLANT MATERIAL SHALL AT A MINIMUM CONFORM TO THE HORTICULTURAL
STANDARDS AS SET FORTH BY THE AMERICAN NURSERYMEN AND LANDSCAPING
ASSOCIATION (ANLA 2000).

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL REMOVE ALL NON-BIODEGRADABLE ROOT WRAPPING PRIOR TO
PLANTING.

4. DAMAGE TO EXISTING OR NEW WORK BY CONTRACTOR SHALL BE REPAIRED AT HIS
EXPENSE.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH ALL UTILITIES AND NOTIFY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT OF ANY DISCREPANCIES OR CONFLICTS PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.

6. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY PLANT LIST QUANTITIES INDICATED ON PLANS AND NOTIFY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT OF ANY DISCREPANCIES IN QUANTITIES PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION.

7. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE ALL PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY WITH REGARDS TO THE
CARTING, STORING AND PLANTING OF MATERIALS TO PROTECT ADJACENT FINISHED
WORK.

8. PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE MAINTAINED BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER IN THE BEST
HORTICULTURAL CONDITION. CONTRACTOR SHALL PRUNE ALL DEAD OR DISEASED LIMBS,
BRANCHES AND CANES FROM EXISTING DECIDUOUS AND CONIFEROUS TREES.  METHODS

SHALL REFLECT BEST HORTICULTURAL PRACTICES AS OUTLINED IN THE AMERICAN
NURSERYMEN ASSOCIATION CERTIFICATION AND STANDARDS LATEST EDITION.

9. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL ENSURE THAT ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL ARRIVE AT THE SITE
WITH ROOT BALL AND BURLAP INTACT.

10. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL  REMOVE ALL DEAD AND BROKEN CANES AND BRANCHES, ALL
PLASTIC TIES AND TAGS AND ANY APPURTENANCES USED TO GROW THE TREE IN THE
NURSERY.

11. ALL PLANTING SOILS SHALL BE PER SPECIFICATIONS.
12. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL ALL PLANT MATERIALS PER THE PLANTING DETAILS AND

SPECIFICATIONS.
13. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REPLACE ANY PLANT MATERIALS WITHIN ONE GROWING SEASON

FOR PLANT MATERIALS THAT ARE NO LONGER VIABLE.
TRIPLE-SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH SHALL BE APPLIED TO ALL AREA PLANTED WITH TREES,
SHRUBS, PERENNIALS AND GROUNDCOVERS.

TREE PRUNING NOTE:
1. ALL SHADE TREES LOCATED OUTSIDE OF FENCED IN AREAS SHALL BE LIMBED UP TO 7' AS

MEASURED FROM FINISH GRADE.
2. TREE PRUNING SHALL BE PERFORMED BY A LICENSED ARBORIST AND SHALL FOLLOW ISA

300 STANDARDS.

TURF SODDING NOTE:
1. SOD IS PROPOSED AS A BASIS OF DESIGN FOR PLAY THE MOUND AREA. SUITABILITY OF

SOD AS A HEAVY WEAR SURFACE TO BE EVALUATED. BASIS FOR TURF SODDING SHALL BE
A SHADE TOLERANT FESCUE MIX IF USED.

4

FRIENDS SELECT PLANT SCHEDULE
QUANTITY SYMBOL SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME SIZE, ROOT SPACING NOTES

DECIDUOUS TREES

2 AL Amelanchier laevis Smooth Shadblow
3-3.5" caliper, B&B,
multi-stemmed As shown

2 CC Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 3-3.5" caliper, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

3 CK Cladrastis kentukea Yellowwood 4-4.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

2 QP Quercus palustris Pin Oak 5-5.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

EVERGREEN TREES

3 TO Thuja occidentalis 'Emerald Green' Emerald Green Arborvitae 5'-6' HT, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

21 AM Aronia meloncarpa 'Low Scape Mound' Low Scape Mound Aronia 12" HT, #3 container 2' o.c.

5 CS Cornus serica 'Baileyi' Bailey Red Twig Dogwood Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

2 CF Calycanthus x hybridus 'Aphrodite' Aphrodite Sweetshrub Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

15 DL Diervilla lonicera Bush Honeysuckle 18" HT, #3 container As shown

1 HI Hammemelis x intermedia 'Jalena' Jalea Witch Hazel Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

4 HQ Hydrangea quercifolia 'Alice' Alice Oakleaf Hydrangea Min. 3' HT, #5 container As shown

19 ITV Itea virginica 'Little Henry' Little Henry Sweetspire 18" HT, #3 container As shown

2 LB Lindera benzoin Spicebush Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

41 RA Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low' Fragrant Sumac 'Gro-Low' 18" HT, #3 container 3' o.c.

13 SH Sarcococca hookeriana var humilis Dwarf Sweet Box 8"-12" HT, #1 container 2' o.c.

7 VD Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

3 VN Viburnum nudum 'Winterthur' Winterthur Smooth Witherod Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

1 VT Viburnum  trilobum Cranberry Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

EVERGREEN SHRUBS

12 JH Juniperus horizontalis 'Bar Harbor' Bar Harbor Horizontal Juniper 8"-12" HT, #3 container As shown

GRASSES

454 cape Carex pensylvanica Pennsylania Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

33 cafl Carex flacca 'Blue Zinger' Blue Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

118 chla Chasmanthium latifolium Northern Seaoats #1 container 16" o.c.

532 lisp Liriope spicata Creeping Lilyturf SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

BROADLEAF GROUNDCOVER

85 epve Epimedium × versicolor 'Sulphureum' Bishop's Hat #1 container 18" o.c.

BROADLEAF  FLOWERING PERENNIALS

16 ecpu Echinacea purpurea 'White Swan' White Swan Cone Flower #1 container 12" o.c.

65 euma Eurybia macrophylla Bigleaf Aster #1 container 18" o.c.

31 seau Senecio aureus Golden Ragwort #1 container 18" o.c.

FERN

53 mast Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich Fern #1 container 18" o.c.
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5 CS Cornus serica 'Baileyi' Bailey Red Twig Dogwood Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown
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3 VN Viburnum nudum 'Winterthur' Winterthur Smooth Witherod Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

1 VT Viburnum  trilobum Cranberry Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

EVERGREEN SHRUBS

12 JH Juniperus horizontalis 'Bar Harbor' Bar Harbor Horizontal Juniper 8"-12" HT, #3 container As shown

GRASSES

454 cape Carex pensylvanica Pennsylania Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

33 cafl Carex flacca 'Blue Zinger' Blue Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.
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2 AL Amelanchier laevis Smooth Shadblow
3-3.5" caliper, B&B,
multi-stemmed As shown

2 CC Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 3-3.5" caliper, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

3 CK Cladrastis kentukea Yellowwood 4-4.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

2 QP Quercus palustris Pin Oak 5-5.5" caliper, B&B As shown
Fall dig hazard,
Specimen Quality

EVERGREEN TREES

3 TO Thuja occidentalis 'Emerald Green' Emerald Green Arborvitae 5'-6' HT, B&B As shown Fall dig hazard

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

21 AM Aronia meloncarpa 'Low Scape Mound' Low Scape Mound Aronia 12" HT, #3 container 2' o.c.

5 CS Cornus serica 'Baileyi' Bailey Red Twig Dogwood Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

2 CF Calycanthus x hybridus 'Aphrodite' Aphrodite Sweetshrub Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

15 DL Diervilla lonicera Bush Honeysuckle 18" HT, #3 container As shown

1 HI Hammemelis x intermedia 'Jalena' Jalea Witch Hazel Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

4 HQ Hydrangea quercifolia 'Alice' Alice Oakleaf Hydrangea Min. 3' HT, #5 container As shown

19 ITV Itea virginica 'Little Henry' Little Henry Sweetspire 18" HT, #3 container As shown

2 LB Lindera benzoin Spicebush Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

41 RA Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low' Fragrant Sumac 'Gro-Low' 18" HT, #3 container 3' o.c.

13 SH Sarcococca hookeriana var humilis Dwarf Sweet Box 8"-12" HT, #1 container 2' o.c.

7 VD Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

3 VN Viburnum nudum 'Winterthur' Winterthur Smooth Witherod Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

1 VT Viburnum  trilobum Cranberry Viburnum Min. 4' HT, #5 container As shown

EVERGREEN SHRUBS

12 JH Juniperus horizontalis 'Bar Harbor' Bar Harbor Horizontal Juniper 8"-12" HT, #3 container As shown

GRASSES

454 cape Carex pensylvanica Pennsylania Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

33 cafl Carex flacca 'Blue Zinger' Blue Sedge SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

118 chla Chasmanthium latifolium Northern Seaoats #1 container 16" o.c.

532 lisp Liriope spicata Creeping Lilyturf SP4 or quart 12" o.c.

BROADLEAF GROUNDCOVER

85 epve Epimedium × versicolor 'Sulphureum' Bishop's Hat #1 container 18" o.c.

BROADLEAF  FLOWERING PERENNIALS

16 ecpu Echinacea purpurea 'White Swan' White Swan Cone Flower #1 container 12" o.c.

65 euma Eurybia macrophylla Bigleaf Aster #1 container 18" o.c.

31 seau Senecio aureus Golden Ragwort #1 container 18" o.c.

FERN

53 mast Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich Fern #1 container 18" o.c.

© 2026 Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC

Anchor Management Group, LLC
1000 Conshohocken Road, Suite 201
Conshohocken, PA 19428
610 276 9303

Friends Select School
1651 Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215 561 5900

WZG Structural Consulting Engineers
1137 N. Gravel Pike
Zieglerville, PA 19492
610 831 0556

McHugh Engineering Associates, Inc.
1950 Route 70, Suite 102
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003
215 641 1158

AKRF
530 Walnut Street, Suite 998
Philadelphia, PA 19106
267 585 4839

BEAM
2220 Mt Carmel Ave
Glenside, PA 19038
215 508 0900

Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC
234 Market Street, 5th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106
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CU Soil,
footprint TBD

Silva Cell or
CU Soil (TBD),
footprint TBD

Silva Cell,
footprint TBD

soil improvements under 
consideration

(FINAL SPECIFICATIONS PENDING 
COORDINATION WITH PROJECT ARBORIST)

Silva Cell or CU Soil under 
mulch bed, footprint TBD

CU Soil under ground cover, 
footprint TBD

Silva Cell or CU Soil under 
mulch/pavement, footprint TBD
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

CONCLUSION
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APPENDIX
•	 PREVIOUS PRESENTATION (9/9/2026)
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1600-1640 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL BACKLOT TRANSFORMATION
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026
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To:  
Philadelphia Art Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
August 26, 2026 
 
Re: 1600-1640 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 Friends Select School 
 Back Lot Transformation 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of the Friends Select School, we respectfully request the Art Commission’s approval of the 
project described herein as a prerequisite to the issuance of a building permit. The property is situated 
within the Center City Overlay District - Parkway Buffer.  While the project is to be partially funded by a 
Local Share Account (LSA) grant, funding from the City of Philadelphia is not being pursued.  The project 
budget is $8 million. 
 
Please note that this project was previously reviewed by the Art Commission on January 10, 2024 (file 
# 5-24), and was granted conceptual approval.  That review requested additional information on 
lighting, a tree protection plan for the existing oak tree, and additional information on the proposed 
gates.  These items have been further developed in the current drawings.  Signage will be submitted 
separately for Signs and Streetery review; signage shown in this application is included for context only. 
 
Project Mission 
In converting the Back Lot from an entirely paved, vehicular-focused space to a multi-use, multi-level 
learning environment, Friends Select will gain much more than a “playground”. The space will be a state-
of-the-art educational facility, offering endless possibilities for play, learning, socialization, collaboration, 
and education. 
 
The project is designed to support the school’s mission and Quaker values, including the promotion of 
community, peace, equity, and environmental stewardship. As an institution “in the City and of the City”, 
a goal of the project is to break down physical barriers between the school and the broader community. 
The Back Lot is intended to become the school’s “front porch”, and offer opportunities to engage with 
children and families from across Philadelphia. 
 
The new space will offer amenities for the entire Friends Select community. Play equipment and space for 
sports and games will be geared toward Lower and Middle School students, while spaces to sit, relax, and 
socialize will accommodate older users. Opportunities for outdoor learning will be available to students 
of all ages. Practical upgrades to security and vehicle infrastructure will support the school at large. 
 
Existing Conditions & Demolition 
The entire Back Lot – the existing open space situated at the corner of North 16th and Race Streets – is 
intended to be updated. With specific exceptions, all existing paving, equipment, walls, furnishings, and 
plantings are intended to be removed. 
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An existing Oak tree in the middle of the space is intended to remain, and every effort will be made to 
preserve the tree’s health during construction and for the foreseeable future. The existing brick perimeter 
wall is intended to remain, with the exception of some selective removal at the new Welcome Center on 
Race Street.  
 
Proposed Outdoor Spaces 
The redesigned outdoor space is designed around an elevated walkway that springs from the ground along 
a compacted berm, meanders around and over the space, grows to a “treehouse” at the southeast corner, 
and connects to the existing building at the level of the stair landing between the first and second floors. 
The spaces on and below this elevated structure will offer a variety of moments for play, socialization, and 
learning. 
 
At grade, a new Welcome Center will help control pedestrian and vehicular traffic into the site. A mixture 
of paving and other surface materials, along with landscaping, will create a dynamic environment while 
directing pedestrians toward the building entry. An asphalt driveway connecting the existing vehicular 
entries on Race and 16th Streets, as well as the loading zone at the southwest corner of the site, will 
accommodate buses and other vehicles when not in use by students for sports and other play activities. 
 
Proposed Building Addition 
A one-story addition is proposed adjacent to the existing building entry. This new space will add a lobby 
and reception area to this entrance, as well as restrooms that will support the Back Lot. Being adjacent to 
the existing stair tower, the construction of the addition will provide a fire-separation so that the existing 
path of egress is maintained. The roof of the addition will also serve as the entry landing where the 
elevated structure connects to the upper level of the building. 
 
Contact Information 
The owner’s representative is Tarkett Sports Construction (dba Anchor Management Group). Notice of 
the commission’s decision can be provided to: 
 Brian Johnson, Director of Preconstruction 
 1000 Conshohocken Road, Suite 201 
 Conshohocken, PA 19428 
 Brian.johnson@tarkettsports.com 
 
For any questions about this application, please feel free to reach me directly at 215.806.3891, or at 
richg@metarchdesign.com. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard Gallagher, AIA 
Project Manager 
 
Cc: Brian Johnson, Tarkett Sports Construction 

Rachael Pritzker, Pritzker Law Group PLLC COVER LETTER
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026
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Image Landsat / CopernicusImage Landsat / Copernicus
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FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

OVERHEAD VIEW

16th STREET

RAC
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16th STREET AND CHERRY STREET LOOKING NORTHWEST

16th STREET AND RACE STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST

16th STREET LOOKING WEST

16th STREET AND RACE STREET LOOKING WEST

EXISTING CONDITIONS
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
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16th STREET AND RACE STREET LOOKING SOUTHEAST (ACROSS FROM SITE)

VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING NORTH

RACE STREET LOOKING EAST

EXISTING CONDITIONS

VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING NORTHEAST

PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
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VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING NORTHWEST (STREET LEVEL)

VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING NORTHWEST (ROOF LEVEL) VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING SOUTHWEST TOWARD SCHOOL

VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING SOUTHEAST

EXISTING CONDITIONS
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
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SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT + FEEDBACK (2023)
SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT / FEEDBACK PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026
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SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT / FEEDBACKSCHOOL ENGAGEMENT + FEEDBACK (2023)
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026
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GANIZATIONPREVIOUSLY PROPOSED CONCEPT (2023)

16th STREET

RACE STREET

PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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Client:
Anchor Management Group, LLC
1000 Conshohocken Road, Suite 201
Conshohocken, PA 19428
610 276 9303

Property Owner:
Friends Select School
1651 Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215 561 5900

Structural:
WZG Structural Consulting Engineers
1137 N. Gravel Pike
Zieglerville, PA 19492
610 831 0556

MEP:
McHugh Engineering Associates, Inc.
1950 Route 70, Suite 102
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003
215 641 1158

Landscape:
AKRF
530 Walnut Street, Suite 998
Philadelphia, PA 19106
267 585 4839

Lighting:
BEAM
2220 Mt Carmel Ave
Glenside, PA 19038
215 508 0900

Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC
234 Market Street, 5th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106
215.557.9200

8' 16' 32'1/8" = 1'-0"01 BACKLOT DEMOLITION GROUND PLAN

DEMOLITION KEYNOTES
D01 EXISTING VEHICLE GATE TO BE REMOVED
D02 EXISTING PLAY STRUCTURE TO BE REMOVED
D03 EXISTING KNEE WALL TO BE REMOVED; SALVAGE MASONRY
D04 REMOVE BRICK AROUND EXISTING CAST-IN-PLACE CONCRETE STRUCTURE.

CONCRETE STRUCTURE TO REMAIN IN SITU AND PREPARED FOR NEW
WORK. STRUCTURE TO BE PROTECTED DURING CONSTRUCTION. SALVAGE
REMOVED MASONRY

D05 EXISTING WINDOW TO BE REMOVED; PREP OPENING FOR NEW WORK
D06 EXISTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURE TO BE REMOVED
D07 EXISTING GATE TO BE REMOVED
D08 EXISTING SLIDING DOOR TO BE REMOVED
D09 EXISTING BITUMINOUS PARKING SURFACE TO BE REMOVED
D10 EXISTING CONCRETE WALK TO BE REMOVED
D11 EXISTING TREE TO BE REMOVED
D12 EXISTING BRICK BORDER AND LANDSCAPING TO BE REMOVED
D13 EXISTING PLAY AREA TO BE REMOVED
D14 EXISTING 8'H CHAINLINK FENCE AND GATES TO BE REMOVED
D15 REMOVE PORTION OF EXISTING MASONRY SITE WALL; SALVAGE MASONRY
D16 EXISTING MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT FENCING TO BE REMOVED
D17 EXISTING MASONRY WALL AND WINDOWS TO BE REMOVED; PREP OPENING

FOR NEW WORK

8' 16' 32'1/8" = 1'-0"02 LEVEL 01 LANDING DEMOLITION PLAN

8.26.2026Philadelphia Art
Commission Review

VIEW FROM BACKLOT LOOKING NORTHWEST (ROOF LEVEL)

GROUND LEVEL DEMOLITION FLOOR PLAN N

DEMOLITION PLAN + EXISTING CONDITIONS

The existing pin oak tree is to be protected throughout the 
demolition and construction process

A Root Protection Zone (RPZ) will be established equal to 
one foot for every inch of trunk caliper at breast height

The RPZ to be protected by a hard barrier to avoid equipment 
entering, or material staging within

All demolition, excavation, grading, or construction activities 
to occur within the RPZ will be observed by an arborist

Excavation occurring within the RPZ to be done with hand-
digging and/or air-spading, to protect existing roots

Roots that are exposed during excavation and construction 
will be watered and protected until backfilling can occur

Deep root soil compartments to be provided over the root 
zone, where new construction/grading overlaps with the RPZ

No pruning of the tree or cutting of roots shall occur without 
prior approval of the observing arborist

Ongoing observation and maintenance to be provided after 
construction to ensure the continued health of the tree

TREE PROTECTION NOTES:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN

PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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PROPOSED BACKLOT DESIGN

OVERHEAD VIEW

16th STREET

RAC
E STREET
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OVERHEAD VIEW FROM 16th STREET AND RACE STREET

PROPOSED BACKLOT DESIGN
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PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION PROPOSED VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

SITE CIRCULATION DIAGRAMS
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
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PROPOSED RACE STREET ENTRANCE

VIEW OF TREEHOUSE FROM 16th STREETVIEW OF TREEHOUSE FROM EXISTING 16th STREET GATE

PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE AND “WELCOME CENTER”

PROJECT RENDERINGS - EXTERIOR VIEWS AND ENTRANCES
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026
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PROJECT RENDERINGS - GROUND LEVEL PLAY

SPORTS AREA SWINGS

BUS PARKING +SOCCER AREA + GAGA PIT VIEW OF TREEHOUSE AND UNDER ELEVATED WALKWAYPREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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PROJECT RENDERINGS - ELEVATED WALKWAY ASCENT

VIEW OF BERM, SLIDES, AND ROCK SCRAMBLES

BERM PATHS FROM GROUND LEVEL TO ELEVATED WALKWAY ELEVATED WALKWAY AND PLANTERS

PLAY AREA UNDER WALKWAY

PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
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PROJECT RENDERINGS - GROUND LEVEL AROUND TREEHOUSE

TREEHOUSE GROUND LEVELTREEHOUSE AT GROUND LEVEL FROM NEW ADDITION

ELEVATED WALKWAY TOWARD TREEHOUSEWALKWAY AND HAMMOCK NETTING

PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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PROJECT RENDERINGS - ELEVATED WALKWAY AND UPPER TREEHOUSE

TREEHOUSE AND ELEVATED NETTING

TREEHOUSE UPPER LEVEL TREEHOUSE PERCH

TUBE SLIDE AND SEATING PREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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APPROACH TO ADDITION ROOF AND LANDING ENTRANCE

ENTRANCE ADDITION

PROJECT RENDERINGS - ENTRANCE ADDITION

VIEW UNDER WALKWAY TOWARDS ENTRANCE ADDITION

VIEW FROM ENTRANCE ADDITION ROOFPREVIOUS PRESENTATION
9/9/2026
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Friends Select School

BACK LOT PLANT PALETTE

Smooth Shadblow
Amelanchier laevis

Eastern Redbud
Cercis canadensis 

Yellowwood
Cladrastis kentukea

Red Oak
Quercus rubra

Aphrodite Sweet-
shrub
Calycanthus x hybridus 
‘Aphrodite’

Fragrant Sumac 
‘Gro-Low’
Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’

Bishop’s Hat
Epimedium × versicolor 
‘Sulphureum’

Jalea Witch Hazel
Hammemelis x intermedia 
‘Jalena’

Dwarf Sweet Box 
Sarcococca hookeriana var 
humilis

Bigleaf Aster
Eurybia macrophylla

Alice Oakleaf 
Hydrangea
Hydrangea quercifolia 
‘Alice’

Low Scape Mound 
Aronia 
Aronia melanocarpa ‘Low 
Scape Mound’

Ostrich Fern
Matteuccia struthiopteris

Siberian Cypress
Microbiota decutessa

Blue Sedge 
Carex flacca ‘Blue Zinger’

Silver Dragon 
Lilyturf
Liriope spicata ‘Silver 
Drangon’

PLANT PALETTE
PREVIOUS PRESENTATION

9/9/2026



PAGE 23
FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL     |     PHILADELPHIA ART COMMISSION    |     SEPTEMBER 9, 2026

DECK LEVEL LIGHTING CONCEPT PLANGROUND LEVEL LIGHTING CONCEPT PLAN

UPPER LEVEL TREE HOUSE LIGHTING CONCEPT  GUARD HOUSE LIGHTING CONCEPT
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APPROVAL STAMPS:
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Lighting:
BEAM
2220 Mt 
Glenside,
215 508 

DECK LEVEL LIGHTING CONCEPT PLAN

GUARD HOUSE LIGHTING CONCEPT

TREE HOUSE EXTERIOR LIGHTING CONCEPT UPPER LEVEL TREE HOUSE LIGHTING CONCEPT 
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