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August 26, 2026  
  
Katherine Liss  
Director  
The Philadelphia Art Commission  
One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor  
Philadelphia, PA 19102  
  
SUBJECT: Request for Art Commission Concept Review - Percent for Art at Simons Recreation 
Center 
 
 
Dear Katherine:  
 
Creative Philadelphia (Creative PHL) is requesting a concept review for a Percent for Art project 
at the Simons Recreation Center at the Philadelphia Art Commission meeting on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2026. This Percent for Art project was initiated in collaboration with Capital 
Program Office, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation and Mural Arts Philadelphia as part of a 
major construction project that will transform the campus exterior fields, grounds and 
buildings. 
 
Creative PHL is especially pleased to be partnering with Mural Arts Philadelphia to create 
murals at four prominent locations across the Simons Recreation Center campus, located at 
7200 Woolston Avenue. The artwork celebrates neighborhood history, youth athletics, 
community pride, and the character of the surrounding West Oak Lane community.  
 
This review in September will include three of the mural sites. A fourth mural site is also 
planned as part of the broader public art strategy and will be presented separately for review at 
a future Art Commission meeting.  
 
The three mural sites proposed for review are: 
 

• Site 1: Community Wall of Fame at the Recreation Center Front Entrance 
• Site 2: Neighborhood-Inspired Panels along the perimeter Retaining Wall 
• Site 3: “Home of the Wildcats” Athletics Murals at the Field Entrance 

 
The concepts for these murals reflect themes of importance to the community, including 
honoring individuals who have made a significant impact on the neighborhood, highlighting the 
recreational activities and traditions associated with Simons Recreation Center, and drawing 
inspiration from the character and feel of the surrounding neighborhood. 



 
Creative Philadelphia looks forward to jointly presenting this project with Mural Arts in 
September and collaborating with the community and our City partners to bring these artworks 
to life. Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to call me at 
215.686.4596.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA 
Public Art Director 
Creative Philadelphia 
City of Philadelphia 
 
 
 
 



Simons Recreation Center
Percent for Art

Art Commission Presentation 9/9/26
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Collaboration

This Percent for Art project is a collaboration between 
Creative Philadelphia and Mural Arts Philadelphia
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 Project Overview

Simons Recreation Center Public Art Concept

The proposed public art plan activates several key locations 
across the Simons Recreation Center campus, creating a 
cohesive visual identity that celebrates neighborhood 
history, youth athletics, and community pride.

Project Areas

Site 1: Community Wall of Fame at the Rec Center Entrance 
Site 2: Retaining Wall with Alumalite Panels 
Site 3: "Home of the Wildcats" Entrance Murals 
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 Community Input

What We Heard / Project Goals

Honor community leaders and founders who have made a lasting 
impact through their service, leadership, and commitment to Simons.

Celebrate Simons’ youth and programming, including the sports, 
recreation, and activities that bring generations of community 
members together.

Reflect the surrounding neighborhood, creating artwork that feels 
connected to the people, history, and identity of the community.

Incorporate nature and the environment, bringing elements of the 
natural world into the artwork and overall experience of the site.
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Mural Site Locations

Site 1
Marked 
by red 
line

Site 2
Marked 
by yellow 
line

Site 3 
Marked 
by blue 
lines

Site 
#3

Site #2

Site #1
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Site Lighting
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 Simons Percent for Art Timeline

Site #1: Wall of Fame
Site #2: Retaining Wall
Site #3: Home of the Wildcats

• June 2026, Mural Arts Artist Selection & Contracting

• July 1 – August 14 2026, Artists Research and Design

• August 15 – Sept 8 2026 Mural designs approval/feedback

• Sept 9, 2026 Attend Art Commission for approval

• Sept 10 – Oct 30, Paint artworks in an off-site studio

• Nov 1 – Nov 15, 2026 Install murals on site
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 Project Budget
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SITE 1
Wall of Fame

Recreation Center Entrance
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 Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance

Location of Mural
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 Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance

Location of Mural
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Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance
 Emily White- Artist Design Concept
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 Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance
 Emily White- Production Plan
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 Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance
  Proposed Design - Emily White

LEGACY “Wall of Fame”
Community Leaders:

• Clarence Savage
• Patricia Savage
• Phillis Benson
• Roger Walton
• Ruth Butler
• Marcus Whaley
• Brandon Connelly
• Verland Wayns
• Barbara Harris
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 Site 1: Recreation Center Entrance
  Proposed Design - Emily White
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 Emily White – Prior Artwork Samples
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 Emily White – Prior Artwork Samples

Portrait Painting Examples
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SITE 2
Retaining Wall
E Walnut Lane
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall

Location of Mural along E. Walnut Lane
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall (Mural Panels)

Overview:

A series of mural panels will be strategically installed along the 
retaining wall on E. Walnut Lane. and at the Rodney Street/Walnut 
Lane site entrance. These will be Alumalite panels (heavy-duty, 
aluminum composite sign material) The panels will not cover the entire 
wall but will be placed in key locations for maximum visual impact. 

The retaining wall will be painted a neutral beige color to compliment 
the panel colors and help minimize the visual impact of sediment 
leakage expected along the retaining wall.
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall (Mural Panels)

The retaining wall will be painted beige, and the mural design will be 
applied to Alumalite panels installed along E Walnut Lane.
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall- Artist Concept
  Phillip Adams
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 Site 3: Retaining Wall Production Plan
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 2: Retaining Wall Panel Designs 
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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SITE 3
Home of the Wildcats
Rodney St Entrance
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 Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Murals

Location of Murals at Entrance to Athletic Fields
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 Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Murals

Location of Mural

Dark blue lines indicate where the murals will be applied.
Light blue lines indicate where solid colors will be applied. 

Rodney Street
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Concept
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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 Site 3: Philip Adams Production Plan
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Site 3: Home of the Wildcats Mural Designs
  Artist- Phillip Adams
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Phillip Adams- Prior Artwork Samples
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 Phillip Adams- Prior Artwork Samples
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Thank you!
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