ADDRESS: 4619-25 LONGSHORE AVE

Proposal: Construct elevator addition

Review Requested: Final Approval

Owner: CDE Investments LLC

Applicant: Andy Gray, Toner Architects

History: 1908; Tacony Club; Clyde S. Adams, architect
Individual Designation: 5/10/2019

District Designation: None

Staff Contact: Ted Maust, Theodore.Maust@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes erecting an elevator tower at the rear of the building at
4619 Longshore Avenue, the former Tacony Club. The tower would engage the rear wall of the
building through a small connector and communicate with the parking lot through a small
vestibule. New openings would be created at four levels of the rear of the building, and the rear
dormer would be extended to meet the tower.

The Historical Commission recently completed a conceptual review of this project. During that
review, discussion by the Architectural Committee and Historical Commission focused on the
impact to historic window openings and the cornice.

During those reviews, the applicants were encouraged to explore the feasibility of a connector,
reducing the width of the point of connection with the rear wall. Some Commissioners
expressed concern about the impact to the rear cornice but acknowledged that elevator access
to the top floor may be necessary to make the redevelopment of the property financially viable
and asked for additional information supporting that necessity.

The current proposal responds to the previous feedback by including a connector to avoid
interfering with any of the historic window openings besides the rear dormer.

ScoPE OF WORK:
e Construct three-story elevator tower with connector and vestibule.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines
include:

e Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new works shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

o Recommended: Constructing a new addition that results in the least possible loss
of historic materials so that character-defining features are not obscured,
damaged, or destroyed.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 9.
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Figure 1: Subject property is located at the east corner of Longshore Avenue and Marsden
Street in the Tacony neighborhood of Philadelphia.
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Figure 2:Aerial view (facing east) of subject property’s primary elevations along Longshore
Avenue and Marsden Street.
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Figure 3: Aerial view (facg west) of the ;ear of subject property.

den Street (facing southwest) of rear of subject property.

i

Figure 4:View from Mars
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Figure 6: View (facing east) of the subject property’s primary elevations.
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Figure 7: Early photograph (facing east) of the subject property’s primary elevations.
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Figure s: View from Longshore Avenue (facing north).
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