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ADDRESS: 124 AND 126 S 7TH ST  
Proposal: Alter rears of buildings; restore storefronts 
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: JR Sansom Partners LLC 
Applicant: Reed J. Slogoff, Pearl Properties  
History: 1876, Collins & Authenrieth, architects 
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Jewelers’ Row Historic District, pending 
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: The one-story commercial buildings at 124 and 126 S. 7th Street are very small; 
each is about 13 feet wide and 18 feet deep. They have flat roofs. They were constructed as 
one-room retail shops in 1876. This application proposes to incorporate them into the residential 
high-rise development that will be constructed to the south and west of them on the lot at 708 
Sansom Street. The Historical Commission reviewed and commented on the high-rise 
development in April 2024. 
 
The small buildings would be used as entrances to the interior motor court of the high-rise 
building. Sections of the side and rear walls, roofs, and the interior party wall would be removed 
to incorporate the buildings into the larger project. The front facades of the buildings would be 
restored to their historic appearances, with the exception that the single step below each 
storefront door would be removed for accessibility reasons. The restoration can be guided by 
insurance surveys and historic photographs. 
 
Historically, only the front facades of the buildings were visible from the street. The side and rear 
walls were party walls shared with adjacent properties but have been exposed with recent 
demolitions. The flat roofs of the one-story buildings are hidden behind bulking storefront 
cornices. Therefore, the storefronts were the only parts of the buildings visible from the public 
right-of-way historically and are therefore the only character-defining features of the buildings. 
The historic preservation ordinance defines demolition at Section 14-203(88) of the Philadelphia 
Code as “the razing or destruction, whether entirely or in significant part, of a building.” With the 
removal of the rear walls, part of the side wall of one building, and parts of the roofs, one could 
claim that the work proposed in this application constitutes a demolition in the legal sense. 
However, the removals of the proposed sections of the buildings would not result in a “razing or 
destruction … in significant part” because the historic characters of the buildings would survive 
intact after the parts are removed. The removals would not satisfy the definition of a demolition 
in the legal sense. Moreover, categorizing these reviews as demolition reviews would have an 
inherent risk. These very small buildings (less than 200 sf each), which are not accessible and 
neither have nor have room for adequate restroom facilities, could not be reasonably adapted 
for any purpose and therefore would undoubtedly qualify for complete demolition under Section 
14-1005(6)(d) of the preservation ordinance. Integrating them into the new development is likely 
their only option for retention and restoration. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK: 

• Alter rears of buildings 
• Restore storefronts 
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STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 
o The historic character of the properties will be retained and preserved. No distinctive 

materials features, spaces, or spatial relationships will be altered or removed. The 
application satisfies Standard 2, provided the storefront restoration details are 
reviewed and approved by the staff. 

• Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 
o Deteriorated features of the storefronts will be repaired and lost features will be 

replaced in kind based on documentary and physical evidence. The application 
satisfies Standard 6, provided the storefront restoration details are reviewed and 
approved by the staff. 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
o The storefronts are the only character-defining features of the buildings. The 

proposed work will restore all features that characterize the properties. No character-
defining features will be inappropriately altered or removed. The application satisfies 
Standard 9, provided the storefront restoration details are reviewed and approved by 
the staff. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standards 2, 6, 
and 9. 
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Figure 1. The ground floor plan from the 2024 application (left) and current application (right), 
showing the proposed alterations at the rears of 124 and 126 S. 7th Street. 
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Figure 2. 700 Sansom Street looking southwest toward 124 to 130 S. 7th Street, about 1940. 
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Figure 3. 700 Sansom Street and 124 and 126 S. 7th Street, February 19, 1959. 
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Figure 4. Insurance survey for 700 Sansom Street and 124, 126, 128, and 130 S. 7th Street, 
June 4, 1902. 
 

 
Figure 5. Sanborn Map, 1916. 
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July 14, 2026 
 
Via Email (Jon.Farnham@phila.gov) 
Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
One Parkway, 13th Floor 
1515 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 
 
Re: 124 & 126 S. 7th Street (Properties) 
 Pearl Properties (Equitable Owner) 
 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
On behalf of the equitable owner of the above Properties, I am providing this letter with 
enclosures in connection with our application for formal review of certain exterior 
alterations to be made to the existing buildings located on the Properties.  Specifically, the 
removal of portions of the rear sections of both buildings, and the retention and 
rehabilitation of both existing street facing façades. 
 
Our understanding is that the Commission’s jurisdiction for this matter arises from the 
inclusion of the Properties on the Jeweler’s Row Historic District Nomination submitted by 
the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia on March 10, 2017.  Each of the buildings 
on the Properties is a single story, 225 square foot building (12’ 6” width on 7th Street, 
extending 18 feet to the rear).  The building at 126 S. 7th Street is occupied by a novelty 
shop and the building at 124 S. 7th Street is in raw condition and vacant.   
 
Due to many years of neglect, the buildings are in substantial disrepair.  It is the applicant’s 
intention to restore both storefronts to their original form, so as to enable them to 
contribute to the streetscape experience and vibrancy of the immediate neighborhood 
rather than continuing to be a symbol of blight.  The areas to be removed have historically 
been concealed by adjacent buildings. 
 
The subject application seeks final approval.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Morris Clarke 
DAS Architects, Inc. 
 
cc: Reed J. Slogoff, Pearl Properties 
 James R. Pearlstein, Pearl Properties 
 

mailto:Jon.Farnham@phila.gov
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