
ADDRESS: 1319-25 MARKET ST 
Proposal: Install signage  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Granite Penn Square LLC  
Applicant: Eileen Quigley, Ballard Spahr LLP  
History: 1930; Market Street National Bank; Ritter & Shay, architects  
Individual Designation: 12/18/1985  
District Designation: None  
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, Allyson.Mehley@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes hotel signage and lighting at the former Market Street 
National Bank, now Marriot Residence Inn, at 1319-25 Market Street. The fabric banner signage 
is proposed for three locations on the historic building. Two of the sign banners would be 
located at the corner of Market and Juniper Streets. A third banner sign would face Juniper 
Street at the corner of Commerce and Juniper Streets. The signage would be 20 feet tall by 
three feet wide and connected to hardware installed into mortar joints. Additional signage would 
be incorporated into the existing contemporary awning located above the hotel’s main entrance 
on Juniper Street. It would be channel letters on a black metal curved band. The existing awning 
was approved by the Historical Commission. Uplighting is also proposed on the awning and on 
the building ledge under the banner signs. 
 

SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Install signage and lighting. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
o The proposed fabric banner signs could be compatible with the historic building and 

meet Standard 9 if their size and scale were reduced. The proposed installation of 
the banners directly against the building could potentially trap moisture and cause 
damage to the terra cotta. To meet Standard 9, the banner must be offset from the 
building’s façade, and the applicant must provide technical information about the 
fabric material’s vapor transmission. Installing the signage hardware into the mortar 
joints would prevent damage to the terra cotta and therefore meets Standard 9. The 
applicant must provide hardware dimensions to ensure it will not exceed the size of 
the mortar joint. 

o The proposed sign for the existing awning is compatible with the contemporary 
awning and historic building in its materials, features, size, scale, and massing, and 
therefore meets Standard 9. The incorporated uplighting on the awning also meets 
Standard 9. 

o The installation of the proposed uplighting on the terra cotta ledge below banner 
lighting could meet Standard 9, if the installation does not alter or harm the historic 
materials. Additional drawings and information should be submitted showing this part 
of the scope of work. 

• Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired. 
o Installing the proposed signage hardware into mortar joints would allow this change 

to be reversible and therefore satisfy Standard 10.  
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standards 9 and 10. 
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