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June 9, 2026 

Statement to the Philadelphia Historical Commission in Support of Historic Nomination for 4889 
Umbria Street. Erected 1926-1927. 

Nominator: Ridge Park Civic Association 

Thank you for considering Ridge Park Civic Association’s nomination for historic designation of 
the Manayunk Plush Manufacturing Company’s industrial building and connected powerhouse 
located at 4889 Umbria Street. This nomination is the culmination of four years of discussion 
and planning by Ridge Park Civic in furthering our goal to preserve Roxborough/Manayunk’s 
industrial past. 

We are pleased that, based on its deliberations, the Committee on Historic Designation concluded 
that the Manayunk Plush Manufacturing Company’s buildings satisfy Criteria J, H, and E. 

We are also pleased that the property owner is not opposed to the designation of the industrial 
building and powerplant provided that no setbacks beyond the building footprint are included in 
the designation. Ridge Park Civic Association is in support of amending the nomination to only 
include the buildings and remove the rear buffer that is included in the original nomination. 

The Plush factory is an anchor on Umbria Street that links the rowhouse neighborhood to the east 
with the industrial corridor west along the Manayunk Canal. It remains one of the few if not the 
only remaining historic building located in this unique industrial corridor west of Manayunk 
proper.  

Area residents and businesses greatly appreciate the Plush factory, with its familiar red brick 
façade, its distinctive terracotta sign, and the horizontal length of the building emphasized by the 
building’s prominence on an incline of Umbria Street. The Plush factory, because of its industrial 
design, its signage, and its prominence on the street, is truly a distinctive visual feature.  

The Plush industrial building and powerhouse comprise a significant representation of the 
neighborhood’s industrial past linked to Manayunk’s key, historic role in the production of 
textiles and its continuing legacy as a workplace where local residents held jobs as recently as 
the 1970’s. Today, newer residents look to its familiar presence as a welcoming sign as they 
climb up and down the steps from the regional rail line or pass by on their errands.  

In short, the Manayunk Plush Manufacturing Company is a visual reminder of the significant 
industrial history of Manayunk/Roxborough that long term neighbors are proud of, and new 
neighbors learn about and admire. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of this nomination. 

Marlene G. Schleifer, President 

Cheryl Feldman, Vice President 



June 10, 2026 

Letter of Support for the Historic Nomination of 4889 Umbria Street 

To: Philadelphia Historical Commission 
From: Manayunk Timber, Inc. 
 
Manayunk Timber is a lumber and woodworking business located at 5100 Umbria Street, in 
close proximity to the Manayunk Plush Manufacturing Company.  

For a very long time, Umbria Street has served as a unique industrial corridor sitting above the 
Manayunk Canal and Schuylkill River. On Umbria Street, an industrial production and 
commerce center thrived surrounded by rowhouse communities providing residences for 
workers. As apartment complexes are built in increasing numbers, the industrial character of 
Umbria Street is rapidly disappearing.  

Preservation of the Manayunk Plush Manufacturing Company is not just important today as a 
reminder of Philadelphia’s past contribution to the production of textiles, it will be even more 
important in the future as a visual testament of Umbria Street’s industrial past.  

We are strongly in support of the historic nomination by the Ridge Park Civic Association of the 
Plush factory and thank the Philadelphia Historical Commission for the opportunity to preserve 
this significant industrial landmark.  

Sincerely, 

Stephen J. Ebner 
President, Manayunk Timber, Inc. 
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