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ADDRESS: 6363 OVERBROOK AVE – REVISED AND SUPPLEMENTED
Proposal: Construct deck on front porch roof 
Review: Final Approval 
Owner: Steven A. Cunningham 
Applicant: Alvin Holm, Alvin Holm AIA Architects 
History: 1903; Hoar/McCahan House; Horace Trumbauer, architect; 1920, alterations, W.F. 
Price
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Overbrook Farms Historic District, Contributing 11/8/2019 
Staff Contact: Josh Schroeder, joshua.schroeder@phila.gov

BACKGROUND (UPDATED):
This revised application proposes to construct a deck on the front porch of the dwelling at 6363 
Overbrook Avenue. The front porch was open when the home was originally constructed but 
was later enclosed. The proposed deck would cover the entire roof of the front porch as well as 
the car park to the side. The proposed deck would include wood railings and a new semi-
circular platform supported by four new columns extending over the front steps to the porch. An 
exterior steel spiral staircase to access the roof from the ground would be included on the side 
opposite the car park.  

Construction of the roof deck began in the fall of 2025 without permits or review by the Historical 
Commission. The Department of Licenses and Inspections issued a stop work order and 
violation in January 2026. A platform over the porch roof, posts for the railing, and bases for the 
columns have already been constructed. The two outermost second-floor windows on the front 
façade have been removed, the openings altered for doors, and new doors and exterior light 
fixtures installed. The submitted plans show the new second-floor doors as existing, but this 
change was made as part of the construction of the deck. 

In response to the Architectural Committee’s comments on 21 April 2026, the application has 
been revised and supplemented to include: revised drawings showing wood railings for the 
deck, instead of vinyl as first proposed; photographs of the new doors installed in the altered 
window openings, showing the retention of the existing upper trim and lintels; photographs of 
preferred and alternate locations for the proposed exterior spiral staircase; and photographs 
corresponding to the address list of other houses in the neighborhood with second story roof 
decks or similar features. Per research by the staff, all of these appear to have been present 
when the Overbrook Farms Historic District was designated and have not undergone review by 
the Philadelphia Historical Commission. 

SCOPE OF WORK: Construct deck on front porch roof, alter front facade, and add spiral staircase. 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alterations of features, spaces and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 



6363 Overbrook Ave 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

April 2026/May 2026

o The proposed alterations substantially change the front façade’s appearance. The 
house originally featured an open front porch. An upper-level deck with a more 
ornate front entrance, steel spiral staircase, and removal of second-story windows is 
a further departure from the house’s original and historic appearance. Therefore, the 
application fails to satisfy Standards 2 and 9. 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standards 2 and 9.  
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Image 1: 6363 Overbrook Ave, showing appearance before work was started. Cyclomedia, December 2022. 

Image 2: 6363 Overbrook Ave, showing extent of work completed, on 3/30/2026. 
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Image 3: 6363 Overbrook Ave, showing extent of work completed, on 3/30/2026. 

Image 4: 6363 Overbrook Ave, showing extent of work completed, on 3/30/2026. 
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Image 5: 6363 Overbrook Ave, showing visibility of front façade from street without vegetation along fenceline (Overbrook Ave). Cyclomedia, 12/27/2022. 
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Image 6: Showing visibility of side from street without vegetation along fenceline (Lancaster Ave). Cyclomedia, 12/27/2022. 
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Image 7: Showing visibility of front façade from street with vegetation (Overbrook Ave). Cyclomedia, 8/28/2024. 
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Photographs of doors installed in altered window openings on second story.  

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL



Preferred location of proposed exterior staircase
(behind greenhouse structure). 

Alternate location for proposed exterior
staircase.
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