
ADDRESS: 1500-10 N BROAD ST 
Proposal: Rehabilitate buildings; construct addition  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Temple University  
Applicant: Aisha Branham, MGA Partners  
History: 1909; Alfred Edward Burk Mansion, Temple University; Simon & Bassett, 
architects; 1954, addition, L. Manfredi, architect  
Individual Designation: 1/26/1971  
District Designation: None  
Staff Contact: Ted Maust, theodore.maust@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes extensive rehabilitation and restoration of the Alfred Burk 
Mansion and its associated 1954 addition as well as the conservatory at the rear of the property 
at 1500 N. Broad Street. The buildings have been vacant for many years and have undergone 
several stabilization projects. 
 
The scope of work for the main building includes repairs and patching of the masonry, roof and 
window replacement, and restoration of the front door. A new vestibule is proposed at the rear 
between the mansion and its addition. 
 
The application proposes a partial restoration of the balustrade along the perimeter wall, using 
surviving balusters to restore the portion in front of the mansion and installing a metal picket 
fence between limestone piers on the historic granite base for other portions of the site. 
 
The project proposes the addition of accessibility ramps and site work to replace the parking lot 
with a lawn which mediates the grade change between the mansion and the conservatory. 
 
The conservatory would also receive masonry repair and restoration as well as a new roof. The 
elevation facing the mansion would feature large windows and French doors evoking its historic 
greenhouse appearance, whereas the elevations along Jefferson and Carlisle Streets, and 
facing north would largely retain their current appearance with some small non-historic openings 
infilled. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK: Rehabilitate buildings; construct addition. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
o The proposed vestibule is differentiated from the historic mansion but compatible in 

scale and proportion. 
• Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 

in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
o The proposed vestibule requires no demolition of the mansion. If removed in the 

future, it would not negatively impact the historic resource. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, pursuant to Standards 9 and 10. 

mailto:theodore.maust@phila.gov


 
 

 
Figure 1: Subject property in its immediate surroundings. 

 

Figure 2: Broad St elevation, documented in the Historic American Buildings Survey, 1972. 



 

Figure 3: Jefferson St elevation, documented in the Historic American Buildings Survey, 1972. 

 
Figure 4: Image of the conservatory published in The Architect & Engineer of California, Vol. XXVI, No. 1, August 1911, page 

96. 

 



 

Figure 5: Historic Commission files, 1970. 
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