
ADDRESS: 137 N 2ND ST 
Proposal: Install mural 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Incentanile Holdings LLC 
Applicant: Kate Jacobi, Municipal Arts Philadelphia 
History: 1855 
Individual Designation: 12/31/1984 
District Designation: Old City Historic District, 12/12/2003 
Staff Contact: Dan Shachar-Krasnoff, Daniel.shachar-krasnoff@phila.gov  
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to install a mural on the south facade of the building at 
137 N. 2nd Street. The adjoining buildings at the northeast corner of Elfreth’s Alley and N. 2nd 
Street were demolished in 1966. The exposed party wall is clad with stucco. The mural will be 
created off site with the panels assembled and installed on-site. The facade will be primed, the 
mural clothed panels adhered to the wall with acrylic gel adhesive, sealed with clear acrylic, and 
two additional clear coats applied to protect against UV rays. 
  
The project is being undertaken in cooperation with the Elfreth’s Alley Association, Old City 
District, and Technically Philly. Sean Martana is the lead artist. The mural’s design celebrates 
the work of artisans, tradespeople, makers and crafters in anticipation of the America 250th 
celebration.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK: Install mural 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
o The south façade of 137 N. 2nd Street was not exposed until the adjoining buildings 

at 133 and 135 N. 2nd Street were demolished. The installation will not cover or alter 
any historic material.  

• Section 6.15.a. of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations:  
o Murals shall not be placed directly upon historic fabric.  
o Murals shall not be placed in a manner that obscures historic fabric.  
o The Philadelphia Historical Commission, its committees, and staff shall not consider 

a mural’s content as part of its review of any application for a building permit, but 
may consider size, scale, and relationship to the historic context.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 9 and 
Section 6.15.a. of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations.   
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