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Philadelphia Art Commission 

1515 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

   

RE: Falls Bridge over Schuylkill River 

 JMT Job No. 19-00242-004 

 SEPTA GEC 21F-04 

 

Members of the Philadelphia Art Commission: 

 

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. (JMT) and Department of Streets are requesting to be placed on 

the April 8th, 2026, Art Commission meeting agenda to present design of the Rehabilitation of Falls 

Bridge over Schuylkill River.  The City owns and maintains the bridge structure. JMT is the engineer of 

record for the project. 

 

Project Information: 

The City of Philadelphia is proposing to rehabilitate Falls Bridge over the Schuylkill River.  The funding 

for this project is split between two phases. The design phase uses 80 percent state funds and 20 

percent local funds. The construction phase uses 80 percent federal funds, 15 percent state funds, and 

5 percent local funds.   

 

Falls Bridge (City Bridge #4) was built in 1895, and is a 564-foot, three-span, Petit through  

truss/floorbeam/stringer bridge. It was added to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places in 2022.  

The Philadelphia Historic Commission is aware of this project and has provided administrative 

approval.  Dr Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D conveyed approval to Katherine Liss with the Art 

Commission on March 12, 2026. 

 

Project Scope: 

 

The proposed scope of work includes the following:  

• Removal of the existing sidewalk, deck, stringers, floorbeams, and bottom lateral bracing of the 

existing bridge. 

• The reconstruction of the concrete sidewalks and deck atop replacement floorbeams (the new 

deck system will not require stringers). 

• The replacement bottom lateral bracing and replacement bearings. 

• Steel repairs to select truss members and pins. 

• Repainting the existing superstructure steel in uniform color. 

• Minor substructure rehabilitation throughout. 
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• Full depth roadway reconstruction and limited repaving, curb, and sidewalk reconstruction. 

• Riprap at pier bases and below water level to prevent scour. 

• Guide rail replacement at the southwest corner. 

• Restoration of the existing ornamental pedestrian railing on the structure and along the 

approaches. The restoration will include removing, cleaning, repairing, replacing parts in-kind as 

needed, repainting, and reinstallation at the same height as existing. 

• Street lighting improvements. 

 

The bridge will be closed for repairs.  A vehicular traffic detour plan and ATON (Aids to Navigation) plan 

for boat traffic have been developed for the project.   

 

Should there be any updates we will provide notes with imagery on submission by April 1st, 2026. If you 

have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 443-528-7840 

or mgrabenstein@jmt.com. 

 

Very truly yours 

 

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. 

 

 

 

Michael Grabenstein, AIA 

Project Manager 

 

 

mailto:mgrabenstein@jmt.com
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REHABILITATION PROJECT
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Falls Bridge Existing Conditions
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Edge-to-Edge of Deck

Current Condition:
• Inspected 1/23/2025

• Poor condition

• 3 Ton weight restriction

• No trucks or buses

• Emergency vehicles permitted

Bridge Background:
• Total Bridge Length: 554’ -3” ​

• 3 Spans​

• Span Length: 180’​

• Width: 26’ (curb to curb)​

• Sidewalk width: 6’-10.5” (both sides)​

• Originally built in 1895​

• Type: Steel Petit through truss/
floorbeam/stringer ​ 

• Repair/Rehab in 1973, 1986, 1997, 
2007, 2015, 2017, 2023

Bridge Typical Section
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Falls Bridge Proposed Conditions
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Proposed Improvements Bridge Typical Section
List of Project Improvements:

Upgrade original bearings with 
modern-day bearing pads 

Repair, clean, and paint existing truss 
members in kind to match the original 
Starlight Blue color 

Test and repair truss pin connections

Improve bridge drainage system

Clean and repoint masonry piers and provide scour 
protection at base of piers

Reconstruct bridge deck, deck joints, approach 
roadways, and the sidewalks

Replace original floorbeams under the bridge deck, 
matching the historic shapes

Restore the historic ornamental railing

Restripe roadway, add shoulder, and narrow lanes 
to 11’ 
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Falls Bridge Proposed Conditions
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Vehicular Detour Map
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Detour Map
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Aids to Navigation (ATON) Detour Plan - Phase 1
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Aids to Navigation (ATON) Detour Plan - Phase 2
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FALLS BRIDGE over SCHUYLKILL RIVER
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Anticipated Remaining Project Timeline
2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

Estimated Falls Bridge timeline, 
8/2025
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Final Design

Public Outreach, FD

Reopen MLK, Jr. Drive 
Bridge

Falls Bridge Maintenance

PGA Tour, FIFA World 
Cup, MLB All-Star Game, 
Semiquincentennial

Open Contractor Bids

Offsite Construction

Detour & Onsite 
Construction
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