


 

Ian Smith Design Group 
LLC 
architects, planners + 
interior designers 

Ian Smith, Principal 
RA AIA NCARB LEED AP 
(267) 251-4272 
ian.smith@is-dg.com 

322 East Thompson Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19125 
 
is-dg.com 

TRANSMITTAL 
March 09, 2026 
 
City of Philadelphia 
Art Commission 
1515 Arch St, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Project Address: 5800 Walnut St (Sayre Recreation Center) 
Re: Art Commission Signage Approval 
Delivered via email 
 
 
Dear Project Reviewer: 
 
As part of our open Signage Permit Application, we have been directed to acquire Art Commission approval for (6) 
proposed wall signage elements within the site boundaries that are also visible from the public right-of-way at the 
above referenced address. The existing building is a (2) story recreation center with an indoor pool as a core 
element (the Sayre Recreation Center). 
 
(3) Of these proposed signs are proposed to be painted directly on the face of the existing masonry building, 
intended to be viewed along Spruce St by pedestrians and vehicles. The overall dimensions of these painted sign 
areas are 10’-4” x 26’-0” (mounted at grade), 4’-5” x 26’-10” (mounted at 8’-9” above grade), and 10’-10” x 29’-4” 
(also mounted at grade). There is no proposed illumination of the signs themselves, however, the painted signs are 
intended to be downlit by the building’s future surface mounted accent lighting system. 
 
The (3) remaining proposed signs are to be aluminum pin-mounted wall signs placed within the exterior covered, 
recessed entry for approaching pedestrians. These elements are intended to function in tandem as one larger sign. 
These dimensions are 4’-0” x 8’-6”, 5’-0” x 8’-6”, and 6’-0” x 8’-6”, all of which are to be mounted at grade. There is 
no proposed illumination of the individual sign elements, however, the future building entry canopy soffit lighting 
will accent these. 
 
The proposed sign text, dimensions, colors, and materials, and the existing building and site photographs can be 
exhibited in the attached documents on plan sheets A910 and A911. 
 
Please review and comment at your earliest availability. The contact for questions and revisions regarding this 
application is: 
 
Chris Soffientini 
ISDG 
c.soffientini@is-dg.com 
(215) 398-3024 
 
Thank you for your attention on this matter. 
--- 
Sincerely,  

 
Ian Smith 
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Attn: Jeff Evans

NATATORIUM

ACOUSTICS/ AV/ TELCOM / SECURITY

ASSOCIATE EXTERIOR ARCHITECTURE
IS - DG ARCHITECTURE
322 E Thompson Street
Philadelphia, PA 19125
Phone: (267) 251-4272
Email: ian.smith@is-dg.com
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INSTALLATION HAS NO FUNCTIONAL DEPTH OR MOUNTING COMPONENT.

DETAIL SECTION
PANEL FASTENER

SCALE: 1 1/2" = 1'-0"
8

MATERIAL / TYPE

PAINTED / MURAL
PAINTED / MURAL
PAINTED / MURAL
ALUM. / PIN-MOUNT
ALUM. / PIN-MOUNT
ALUM. / PIN-MOUNT

WALL MTD
WALL MTD
WALL MTD
WALL MTD
WALL MTD

MOUNT
HEIGHT
0'-0"
8'-9"
0'-0"
0'-0"
0'-0"
0'-0"

ILLUMINATION

NO INTERNAL
ILLUMINATION,
BUILDING
ACCENT
LIGHTING
ONLY



AS INDICATED

SIGNAGE APP

CRS

A911

PAINTED EXTERIOR SIGNAGE
CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPHS

CRS

PROPOSED SIGNAGE / PAINTED MURAL AREA M1: TEXT "REC"
CLOSE VIEW FROM SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHEAST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE / PAINTED MURAL AREA M2: TEXT "SAYRE"
FAR VIEW FROM SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHEAST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE / PAINTED MURAL AREA M2: TEXT "SAYRE"
CLOSE VIEW FROM SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHWEST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE / PAINTED MURAL AREA M3: TEXT "POOL"
FAR VIEW FROM SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHWEST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE / PAINTED MURAL AREA M3: TEXT "POOL"
CLOSE VIEW FROM SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHWEST

STREET VIEW CONTEXT
SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK AND ROADWAY LOOKING EAST

BUILDING CONTEXT
SPRUCE ST OPPOSITE SIDE LOOKING SOUTHEAST

BUILDING CONTEXT
SPRUCE ST OPPOSITE SIDE LOOKING SOUTH

BUILDING CONTEXT
SPRUCE ST OPPOSITE SIDE LOOKING SOUTHWEST

STREET VIEW CONTEXT
SPRUCE ST SIDEWALK AND ROADWAY LOOKING WEST

BUILDING CONTEXT
ADJACENT PROPERTY TO WEST, VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHWEST

BUILDING CONTEXT
ADJACENT PROPERTY TO WEST, VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTH

BUILDING CONTEXT
ADJACENT PROPERTIES TO EAST, VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHWEST

BUILDING CONTEXT
ADJACENT PROPERTIES TO EAST, VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTH

BUILDING CONTEXT
ADJACENT PROPERTIES TO EAST, VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHEAST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE AREA S1: TEXT VARIES
VIEW FROM UNDER CANOPY LOOKING NORTH

PROPOSED SIGNAGE AREA S1: TEXT VARIES
VIEW FROM PLAYGROUND LOOKING EAST

PROPOSED SIGNAGE AREA S1: TEXT VARIES
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VIEW FROM SIDEWALK LOOKING NORTHEAST
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PAINTED MURAL
PAINTED MURAL
PAINTED MURAL
METAL PIN-MOUNTED SIGNAGE
METAL PIN-MOUNTED SIGNAGE
METAL PIN-MOUNTED SIGNAGE
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REC
SAYRE
POOL
LEARN
GATHER; PLAY
CONNECT; GROW

GROSS AREA

269 SF
118 SF
317 SF
34 SF
42 SF
50 SF

LOCATION

WEST FACADE
SOUTH FACADE
EAST FACADE
WEST FACADE; RECESSED ENTRY
WEST FACADE; RECESSED ENTRY
WEST FACADE; RECESSED ENTRY
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NOTE: PAINTED MURALS LIMITED TO PAINT APPLICATIONS ON EXISTING MASONRY WALL ONLY. PROPOSED
INSTALLATION HAS NO FUNCTIONAL DEPTH OR MOUNTING COMPONENT.
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