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ADDRESS: 5416-26 LENA ST 
Proposal: Convert three-story garage building for residential use 
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Daniel and Elmer Kingkiner 
Applicant: Hsing-Yuan Chen, HYC Architect PC 
History:  c. 1914-30 
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Germantown Urban Village Historic District, Contributing, 2/9/2024  
Staff Contact: Alex Till, alexander.till@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to convert a currently unused industrial building in the Germantown 
Urban Village Historic District into apartments. The building was constructed between 1914 and 
1930 and is three stories tall with a fieldstone façade and faces Lena Street. To accomplish the 
conversion, the application proposes to install new windows and storefronts in existing openings 
on the front façade of the building and insert a series of new window openings in a side façade 
that faces the adjacent Earlham Street. The application also proposes to re-stucco the side 
façade and install a lightwell on the roof. In addition, an existing paved storage area surrounded 
by a CMU wall will be repurposed into a parking lot with an added egress door. The new 
windows and window openings will be visible from the adjacent Lena and Earlham Streets. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Install new windows and storefronts 

• Insert new window openings 

• Install new stucco 

• Install a lightwell 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  
o The proposed new windows, storefronts, window openings, and lightwell satisfy 

Standard 9 provided that the materials used are compatible. They will be 
differentiated from old features and are compatible with the massing, size, scale and 
architectural features of the property. 

o The proposed new stucco will satisfy Standard 9 provided that it is toned down to 
better blend with the historic character of the building. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided that the new windows and storefronts are made 
with compatible materials and the new stucco is revised to a darker color that is more 
compatible with the historic materials of the building, with the staff to review details, pursuant to 
Standard 9. 
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IMAGES: 
 
Figure 1: 1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. Property outlined in red. 
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Figure 2: View of front façade of 5416-26 Lena St from Lena St: 
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Figure 3: View looking southwest from corner of Lena St and Earlham St:  
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Figure 4: Aerial view of 5416-26 Lena St, looking southwest: 
 

 
 



HYC ARCHITECT PC  
M: 646-236-0666 

hsing@hyc-arch.com 
HSING-YUAN CHEN, RA, LEED AP   

 

Date: February 09, 2026 
 

Applicant:  
Hsing‐Yuan Chen, RA, LEED AP  
Principal 
HYC ARCHITECT PC 
hsing@hyc‐arch.com 
 
Client: 
John Cunningham 
john@birdnestgroup.com 
 
Project Address: 
5416‐26 LENA STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19144 
 
To the Philadelphia Historical Commission: 
 
The property located at 5416‐26 Lena Street consists of an existing three‐story building and a 
storage yard on a corner lot between Lena Street and Earlham Street. The total building 
footprint is 7,507.5 square feet.  
 
The proposed scope of work includes a change of use to multi‐family housing with extensive 
interior alterations to create a total of 19 units. Additionally, the existing storage yard along 
Earlham Street will be converted into an accessory parking lot accommodating 16 vehicles. 
 
Regarding the exterior envelope, we propose the following interventions: 
 

1. Lena Street Façade: We propose modifying the façade to install a new storefront 
system and new windows within the existing masonry openings. 

 
2. Earlham Street Façade: On the secondary elevation facing the parking lot, we propose 

installing new windows to match the rhythm and consistency of the front façade. The 
exterior finish material for this elevation will be new stucco in two different color tones. 

 
For all fenestration on both elevations, new black‐framed windows will be installed with a 
minimum 4‐inch setback from the exterior wall face to maintain the building’s historic depth 
and character. 
 
Should you require more information or detailed drawings regarding this project, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Hsing‐Yuan Chen, RA, LEED AP  
Principal 
HYC ARCHITECT PC 
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