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ADDRESS: 425 S 42ND ST 
Proposal: Construct accessible ramp, entrance vestibule, and gate with signage  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Cornerstone Christian Academy  
Applicant: Carlo DiSilvestro, Blackney Hayes  
History: 1879; Trinty Episcopal Church of Marylandville; Charles Burns, architect  
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Southeast Spruce Hill Historic District, Contributing, 7/12/2024  
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application seeks final approval for alterations to the church building at 425 S. 42nd Steet. 
The church was designed by architect Charles Burns and constructed in 1879. Originally known 
as the Trinty Episcopal Church of Marylandville, the church building will be rehabilitated for 
Cornerstone Christian Academy. The most visible alterations will be the construction of an 
accessibility ramp, entrance courtyard, and addition for a vestibule on the south elevation. 
Exterior changes planned for the north elevation include the removal of two original dormers 
and the reconfiguration of a wall and roof area to accommodate an elevator. The alterations will 
be inconspicuous from the public right-of-way. The application’s scope of work includes window 
replacement and tower masonry restoration. The Historical Commission’s staff can typically 
review and approve this type of work administratively.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

 Demolish existing entrance stairs, alter entrance, and construct accessible ramp on the 
south elevation. 

 Remove two dormers and extend a north elevation wall to accommodate an elevator.  
 Reconstruct the top of the church tower. 
 Construct an entrance vestibule addition. 
 Remove a historic gate in the courtyard. 
 Rehabilitate the entrance courtyard with gate, signage, pavers, and side door. 

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:  
 

 Standard 5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or 
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
o The stained-glass windows will be retained and repaired; therefore, this part of the 

application meets Standard 2. 
o The restoration of the entryway and stairs on the west elevation satisfies Standard 5. 
o The original gate in the courtyard will be removed. To meet Standard 5, the gate 

should be retained or possibly secured in place. 
o The entrance doors on the south elevation will be replaced in-kind to allow for full 

accessibility. The historic door hardware will be restored and reinstalled on the new 
door; therefore, this part of the application meets Standard 5. 
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 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  
o The construction of an accessibility ramp on the south elevation could meet Standard 

9 with modifications to the proposed design. While the general design and materials of 
the ramp are compatible with the historic building, specific details increase the visual 
mass and scale of the new ramp. The staff recommends eliminating the cast stone 
balustrade at the top of the ramp and replacing it with a metal picket railing. Reducing 
the width of the ramp’s columns and modifying the color or material would reduce their 
prominence in the design and increase compatibility with the historic building.  

 Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired.  
o The proposed demolition permanently removes the south elevation entrance steps and 

north elevation dormers and roofline. The applicant should document both areas of the 
project in detail to allow for possible future restoration. If the documentation is 
completed and provided to the Historical Commission, this application will satisfy 
Standard 10. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends approval, provided the proposed revisions are 
implemented, with staff to review details, pursuant to Standards 5, 9, and 10. 
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IMAGES: 
 

 
Image 1: View of existing main entrance doorway and stairs on south elevation. The ramp is proposed for 
this entrance. 
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Image 2: Close up view of area of south elevation. A new entrance courtyard with gate, signage, paving, 
side door, and entrance vestibule is proposed for this exterior space. The location of the new vestibule is 
indicated in yellow. 
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Image 3: Current entrance on west elevation. The existing wood ramp is proposed for removal. The door, 
stairs and railing will be rehabilitated. 
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Image 4: View of north elevation (at right) down private alley. Two original dormers are proposed for 
removal. Roofline will be altered in area behind chimney to accommodate a new interior elevator. The 
yellow arrow indicates the location of these proposed changes. 






































