
229 N Camac Street
Philadelphia Historical Commission

January 2026

ADDRESS: 229 N CAMAC ST
Proposal: Demolish rear wall; construct three-story addition with roof deck and pilot house
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Fon Law Kit and Mai Yim
Applicant: Wen Lin, Liu Consulting & Construction LLC
History: 1840
Individual Designation: 5/4/1972
District Designation: None
Staff Contact: Alex Till, alexander.till@phila.gov

BACKGROUND:
This application proposes to construct a rear addition with roof deck and pilot house on a
rowhouse at the individually designated property 229 N. Camac Street. The rowhouse was 
constructed c. 1840 and is three-and-a-half stories tall with a gabled roof, front and rear 
dormers, and a red brick facade. The historic rear ell is connected to the main block of the 
house by a narrower, slightly taller piazza. To construct the addition, the historic rear ell would
be demolished and the pitched roof of the piazza would be removed. The addition would be clad 
in cement board siding and would be three stories tall, but its walls would extend up above the 
roof line to form a deck that would occupy all of the addition’s roof area as well as that of the 
historic piazza. The deck would be accessed by a pilot house. The rear of the building is visible 
from surrounding Summer and N. 12th Streets, though from long viewpoints and across a
parking lot and other undeveloped parcels.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Demolish existing historic rear ell
Construct a three-story rear addition with roof deck and pilot house

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.
o The proposed addition would be visible from the public right-of-way. The height of 

the addition and its cladding materials would be incompatible with the historic 
rowhouse. The application does not satisfy Standard 9, but could if the overall size, 
scale, and materials were revised.

o The application proposes to demolish an existing historic rear ell. However, the ell is 
only partially visible from surrounding public rights-of-way and is not itself a 
significant feature that characterizes the property.

o The proposed roof deck would be located on a rear ell and only be partially visible 
from surrounding public rights-of-way.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial as proposed, but approval of a revised addition that is smaller 
and clad with materials that more closely align with the historic character of the building,
pursuant to Standard 9.
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Figure 1: 1858-60, Hexamer & Locher Atlas. Property outlined in red.
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Figure 2: View of front façade of 229 N Camac St:
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Figure 3: View of rear of 229 N Camac St from 12th St:



229 N Camac Street
Philadelphia Historical Commission

January 2026

Figure 4: Aerial view of 229 N Camac St, looking northwest:
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Liu Consulting & Construction LLC 

904 S 9th St.  

Philadelphia PA 19147 

, 202

To: Philadelphia Architectural Committee and Historical Commission 

Dear Mr./Mrs. 

lease see the attached building plans for the proposal:

PARTIAL DEMOLITION OF THE REAR  AND ERECTION OF REAR ADDITION  THE
EXISTING  ATTACHED STRUCTURE

As for the front façade, we are proposing to 

Thanks again for your consideration and look forward to hear  from you soon. 

Best Regards, 

 Lin
Phone: 917-609-8958 Email: 
cubylin84@gmail.com 




























