
ADDRESS: 1301-25 CHESTNUT ST 
Proposal: Install signage; add doorways; install interior partitions; construct rooftop additions 
with pool and deck 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: TF Cornerstone 
Applicant: Jonathan Alan Broh, JKR Partners 
History: 1910, John Wanamaker Department Store, Daniel H. Burnham & Co., architect 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes several changes to the Wanamaker building as it 
transitions from a department store with offices to a mixed-use retail and residential building. 
The building and the Grand Court portion of the interior are individually designated and the 
Eagle statue in the Grand Court is designated as an object. 
 
At the ground floor, the application proposes dividing the department store retail space into 
several smaller retail spaces. Bronze and glass storefront partitions would be added in arched 
openings in the Grand Court to create retail spaces. New entrances to retail spaces in the north 
and south sections of the building would be inserted into existing window openings at all four 
exterior facades on Market, Juniper, Chestnut, and 13th Streets. The designs for the new 
doorways would be based on the building’s historic doorways. Standardized tenant signage is 
proposed for the exterior. 
 
At the rooftop, the application proposes two small, one-story additions, roof deck, and pool. The 
rooftop additions would not be visible from the street. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

 Install signage. 
 Add doorways. 
 Install interior partitions. 
 Construct rooftop additions with pool and deck. 

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and 
Guidelines include: 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
o The alterations and additions will not destroy historic materials, features, or spatial 

relationships. They will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment, satisfying Standard 9. 

 Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired. 
o The proposed alterations and additions are reversible, satisfying Standard 10. 



Roofs Guideline | rooftop additions, elevator or stair towers,
decks or terraces, dormers, or skylights when required by a new or continuing use

they are inconspicuous and minimally visible on the site and from the public right-
of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining historic features.
o The rooftop additions including the deck with railings and pool will not be visible from

the public right-of-way.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standards 9 and 
10 and the Roofs Guideline.

Figure 1. Plan of ground floor showing designated interior area in yellow. The Historical 
Commission has no jurisdiction over interior work outside the yellow area.
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Grand Court
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Grand Court - Storefront

Storefront at Grand Court - Perspective View
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Retail Signage - Elevations
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Retail Signage - Market Street - Color

33

I:\2501_WAN\16_Presentations\251125_Signage_Historic Filing\WAN_Signage_Historic Filing
11/26/25



Retail Signage - Chestnut Street -ColorRetail Signage - Chestnut Street -Color
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Retail Signage - Market Street - White
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Retail Signage - Chestnut Street - White
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EXISTING PHOTOS GRAND COURT



EXISTING PHOTOS EXTERIOR 


