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���������	
�
�
��
��	�
������������������	��
������� !"�#$%&'(!&�)$**+,-./*0!�1$�*23�
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To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission: 

We are writing to express Jefferson’s Center for the Preservation of Modernism’s strong 
support for the nomination of Tulipwood (4024-34 Apalogen Road), for historic designation. 
This home is an integral part of the mid-century modern enclave that defines the 
architectural character of the Apalogen Road community, a rare and cohesive collection of 
mid-century modern residences, embodying the optimism, craftsmanship, and innovation 
of their era.  

Tulipwood is particularly significant as a residence designed by Elizabeth Hirsh Fleisher, 
the first registered woman architect in Philadelphia and the fourth in Pennsylvania, and 
one of her last surviving residential works.  Fleisher’s contributions to the architectural 
profession and to the city’s built environment are invaluable, yet far too few of her designs 
remain standing. The house also features a remarkable fireplace wall designed by Wharton 
Esherick, the renowned artist and craftsman. The loss of Tulipwood would represent the 
erasure of a pioneering woman’s legacy in Philadelphia’s architectural history, in addition 
to the destruction of an important architectural artifact.   

Preservation of the Apalogen Road enclave is essential to maintaining both the physical 
and historical integrity of this distinctive neighborhood.  Each home contributes to the 
neighborhood’s sense of place, while exhibiting compatible modifications and additions.  
Protecting Tulipwood through historic designation likewise will keep open many options for 
the future of the site, including construction of an addition to the house to accommodate 
current and future needs.  Acknowledging the importance of Tulipwood through 
designation will preserve this shared heritage of this special place and serve as a tangible 
reminder for future generations of a period when architecture embraced both modern 
design principles and deep respect for natural surroundings.  

The East Falls Historical Society’s nomination offers a thorough documentation of 
Tulipwood’s historical and architectural value. We urge the Commission to approve this 
nomination to ensure that this irreplaceable piece of Philadelphia’s architectural and 
cultural history is not lost to demolition. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued dedication to protecting the city’s 
historic fabric. 

Sincerely, 
Suzanne Singletary, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, New Academic Initiatives and Graduate Studies,  
College of Architecture and the Built Environment, Jefferson  
Director, M.S. Historic Preservation &   
Center for the Preservation of Modernism  
 
 



 
 
Barbara Klinkhammer, Dipl.-Ing., RA (DEU) 
Dean and Professor, College of Architecture & the Built Environment (CABE), Jefferson 
Director - SMARTlab@Jefferson; President - Architectural Research Center Consortium 
UNESCO Co-Chair Smart, Healthy and Learning Cities 
 

David Breiner, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                             
Associate Dean and Associate Professor, History and Theory, Historic Preservation, CABE, 
Jefferson 

Jennifer M. Arnoldi, AIA,  
Associate, Mills + Schnoering Architects 
 
Nina Rappaport 
Director, Vertical Urban Factory 
Publications Director, Yale School of Architecture 

Michael Schade, AIA LEED AP BD+C                                                                                               
Principal, ATKIN OLSHIN SCHADE ARCHITECTS, INC. 

Grace Ong Yan, PhD 
Assistant Professor, History & Theory, Archival Research, Modernism, Historic Preservation 
 
Kelly Sutherlin McCleod, FAIA 
Kelly Sutherland McCleod Architects, Inc., Long Beach, CA 
 
Paul Savidge, JD 
Chief Legal Officer, Spark Therapeutics, Inc. 
 
Robert A.Douglas AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C, CPHD  
Partner and Sustainability Program Manager 
VOITH & MACTAVISH ARCHITECTS LLP 
Architecture, Preservation, Planning, & Interiors 
 
Kevin T. King, Jr., Assoc. AIA  

Andrew Hart, NCARB, AIA, NOMA 

 



Philadelphia Historical Commission: 

I am in support of the designation of 4024-4034 Apalogen Road to the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places. 

An affidavit states that “Owners purchased the 2.37 acre Property in June 2024 for $1,850,000.”  
The PHC staff note that, “The current property owner purchased this property and the adjacent 
vacant property at 4100-04 Apalogen Road in June 2024.”  The 4100-04 Apalogen Road parcel is 
about 1.264 acres.  Both properties are on the same deed with the purchase price of 
$1,850,000.  The full purchase price is therefore not attributable to the parcel at 4024-34. 

The owner’s affidavit also states that “Between June 2024 and September 2025, Owners spent 
more that Four Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Dollars ($436,000) for the studies, consultants, 
and designs described in Exhibit D and summarized in Section 2.” 

Section 2 lists Site Survey, Schematic Design, Septic Design and Soil Testing, Landscape Plans, 
Conceptual Stormwater Management Plans, Septic Design, Performance of Standard 
Penetration Test, Final Design, Issuance of Septic Design Permit from the City Health 
Department, Act 537 Exemption Application.  No costs are specifically identified for these items 
although the owners included an arborist’s recommendation to remove dead, diseased and 
malformed specimens for a cost of $58,500.  Many of the items listed in Section 2 pertain to a 
new septic system for this property in the Wissahickon Watershed. 

New owners would want to remove dead and diseased trees and have a new, functioning septic 
system.  These expenses do not justify demolition.  Please don’t demolish Tulipwood, add on if 
needed. 

Thank you, 

Nancy Pontone 
East Falls resident 
3428 Midvale Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19129 
 
11/11/2025 



To whom it may concern:     

 

As a near neighbor, I am writing in support of historic designation for "Tulipwood",  which is 
located at 4030 Apalogen Road. This home was designed and lived in by a very important 
architect of her day, Elizabeth Hirsh Fleisher, in 1954. I have walked by the home many 
times. It has always been kept in very good condition by the previous owner to my 
knowledge. Typical of a mid-century modern home, the vistas are at the back of the home 
with numerous windows looking out on nature. Until recently the home boasted of a 
Wharton Esherick designed fireplace which has been sold off. Even without this design 
element, the home remains a beautifully situated dwelling on Apalogen Road which is 
known for its many mid-century homes in East Falls. Please consider historic designation.   

Sincerely, Patricia Cheek 

4141 Timber Lane 

Philadelphia, PA 19129 
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