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���������	
�
�
��
��	�
������������������	��
������� !"�#$%&'(!&�)$**+,-./*0!�1$�*23�
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To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission: 

We are writing to express Jefferson’s Center for the Preservation of Modernism’s strong 
support for the nomination of Tulipwood (4024-34 Apalogen Road), for historic designation. 
This home is an integral part of the mid-century modern enclave that defines the 
architectural character of the Apalogen Road community, a rare and cohesive collection of 
mid-century modern residences, embodying the optimism, craftsmanship, and innovation 
of their era.  

Tulipwood is particularly significant as a residence designed by Elizabeth Hirsh Fleisher, 
the first registered woman architect in Philadelphia and the fourth in Pennsylvania, and 
one of her last surviving residential works.  Fleisher’s contributions to the architectural 
profession and to the city’s built environment are invaluable, yet far too few of her designs 
remain standing. The house also features a remarkable fireplace wall designed by Wharton 
Esherick, the renowned artist and craftsman. The loss of Tulipwood would represent the 
erasure of a pioneering woman’s legacy in Philadelphia’s architectural history, in addition 
to the destruction of an important architectural artifact.   

Preservation of the Apalogen Road enclave is essential to maintaining both the physical 
and historical integrity of this distinctive neighborhood.  Each home contributes to the 
neighborhood’s sense of place, while exhibiting compatible modifications and additions.  
Protecting Tulipwood through historic designation likewise will keep open many options for 
the future of the site, including construction of an addition to the house to accommodate 
current and future needs.  Acknowledging the importance of Tulipwood through 
designation will preserve this shared heritage of this special place and serve as a tangible 
reminder for future generations of a period when architecture embraced both modern 
design principles and deep respect for natural surroundings.  

The East Falls Historical Society’s nomination offers a thorough documentation of 
Tulipwood’s historical and architectural value. We urge the Commission to approve this 
nomination to ensure that this irreplaceable piece of Philadelphia’s architectural and 
cultural history is not lost to demolition. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued dedication to protecting the city’s 
historic fabric. 

Sincerely, 
Suzanne Singletary, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, New Academic Initiatives and Graduate Studies,  
College of Architecture and the Built Environment, Jefferson  
Director, M.S. Historic Preservation &   
Center for the Preservation of Modernism  
 
 



 
 
Barbara Klinkhammer, Dipl.-Ing., RA (DEU) 
Dean and Professor, College of Architecture & the Built Environment (CABE), Jefferson 
Director - SMARTlab@Jefferson; President - Architectural Research Center Consortium 
UNESCO Co-Chair Smart, Healthy and Learning Cities 
 

David Breiner, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                             
Associate Dean and Associate Professor, History and Theory, Historic Preservation, CABE, 
Jefferson 

Jennifer M. Arnoldi, AIA,  
Associate, Mills + Schnoering Architects 
 
Nina Rappaport 
Director, Vertical Urban Factory 
Publications Director, Yale School of Architecture 

Michael Schade, AIA LEED AP BD+C                                                                                               
Principal, ATKIN OLSHIN SCHADE ARCHITECTS, INC. 

Grace Ong Yan, PhD 
Assistant Professor, History & Theory, Archival Research, Modernism, Historic Preservation 
 
Kelly Sutherlin McCleod, FAIA 
Kelly Sutherland McCleod Architects, Inc., Long Beach, CA 
 
Paul Savidge, JD 
Chief Legal Officer, Spark Therapeutics, Inc. 
 
Robert A.Douglas AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C, CPHD  
Partner and Sustainability Program Manager 
VOITH & MACTAVISH ARCHITECTS LLP 
Architecture, Preservation, Planning, & Interiors 
 
Kevin T. King, Jr., Assoc. AIA  

Andrew Hart, NCARB, AIA, NOMA 
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