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1. ADDRESS OFHISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address: 401721 Chestnut Street
Postal code: 19104

2.NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE

Historic Name New Tabernacle Baptist Church

Current/Common Name:  Christ Community Church of Philadelphia

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
X Building [ ] Structure [] Site [] Object

4.PROPERTY |NFORMATION
Condition: [] excellent [X] good [] fair [] poor_] ruins
Occupancy: [X] occupied [ ]vacant ] under construction (] unknown

Current use: Religious/Church

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
See attached.

6. DESCRIPTION
See attached.

7. SIGNIFICANCE

Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource.satisfies

Period of Significancéfrom year to year): from 1896 o 2004

Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 18967

Architect, engineer, and/or designer:___Frank R. Watson, architect

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:  ©€0rge W. Stewart, contractor

Original owner;__ Berean Baptist Church, New Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chestnut Street Baptist (

Other significant persons; _Rev. George E. Rees




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION :

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (cikttiat apply):

X

XU X O O XXOU

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural charag
of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is assbed with the life of a person significant in the past; or,
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distingshing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,

(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work has

terist

significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of the ity,

Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detamaterials or craftsmanship which represent a significant innovat
or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preservedyaccandi
historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and far
visual featureof the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in-ipistory or history; or

(1) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

8.MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See attached.

9. NOMINATOR

Organization__University City Historical Society Date 20 October 2019
Name with Title Arielle Harris, architectural historian Email info@uchs.net
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Figurel. Aerial image of 40121Chest nut Street; while one parcel, each fpiece
separately on Philadel phiads Atlas interface. [

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground with the Church edifice or meeting house thereon
erected, SITUATE on the North side of Chestnut Street at the distance of 240 feet Westward from
the West side of 4bStreetin the 27" Ward of the City of Philadelphia

CONTAINING in front or breadth on the said Chestnut Street 60 feet and extending of that width
in length or depth Northwardly at right angles with the said Chestnut Street 133 feet 6 inches,
bounded on the North and Eastground hereinafter described and conveyed on the South by the
said Chestnut Street and on the West by lot marked No. 7 in the plan of Hamilton Village lots.

ALSO ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground situate on the North side of Chestnut Street
Westof 40" Street in the said Ward and City adjoining the above mentioned lot and said Church
Edifice on the East 40 feet front on Chestnut Street and in length or depth Northward 130 feet
more or less to the premises next hereinafter described togethdénaeviitone messuage or

dwelling house thereon erected.

BEING known as 401-21 Chestnut Street

BEING the same premises whithe Chestnut Street Baptist Church of Philadelphia, a
Pennsylvania No#Profit Corporation by Deed dated 5/4/2004 and recordedZ@% in
Philadelphia County as Document No. 50936033 conveyed unto West Park Church of
Deliverance Association, in fée.

! City of Philadelphia, Department of Records. Document No. 52961954. 3 September 2015. Phiitip@dx
app01/recordéeagleweb/docSearch.jspccessed 4 November 2019.



http://pdx-app01/recorder/eagleweb/docSearch.jsp
http://pdx-app01/recorder/eagleweb/docSearch.jsp

6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Christ Community Church, historically known as New Tabernacle Baptist Church, is sitnatesinorth

side d Chestnut Street between"™4and 4f' Streets in the University City neighborhood of West
Philadelphia. It is located oranda-half blocks southwest of the Marketankford Line. Chestnut Street

is an eastbound thoroughfare running traada-half miles long in West Philadelphia, from Cobbs Creek
Park to the Schuylkill River, and continues across the Chestnut Street bridge for approximately two miles
to the Delaware River.
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Figure 2. Oblique aerial image of 40121 ChestnutStreet, currently in use as Christ Community Church. [Pictometry, 2018]

Surrounding buildings in the area include late nineteeettiury attached and sedetached rowhouses,
early twentieth century apartment buildings, nineteeetttury churches, artdientiethcentury

commercial and civic structures. Its proximity to the University of Pennsylvania ie be understated.
While 401721 Chestnut Street is on the western fringe of campus, Penn owns several properties along
40" and Chestnut Streets, nyestudents live in oftampus housing in the neighborhood, and the campus
is within walking distance.



Figure 3. Map of the University of Pennsylvania campus. The location of New Tabernacle Baptist Church is indicated by the red
star. [Penn Facilities & Real Estate]

The National Register of Historic Places nomination for the West Philadelphia Streetcar Suburb Historic
District includes this building as a contributing resource. Its inventory describe4Thestnut Street
as fdlows (emphasis added):

Massive, elaborately ornamented Gothic Revival church with a strong urban characteihe

wide gableroofed sanctuary is framed by three arched entranceways framed by triple colonettes.
The walls are treated with rodkced gneiss with limestone trim, large central pohatezh

window with stained glass; the roof is sheathed with slatkttewalls of the transepts visible

from the street are capped with a corbel table motif in stamped copper. The large, impressive
sanctuary interior is intact and features elaborate plaster ceiling ornament and carved oak
furnishings.An outstanding exampe of its style?

Cruciform in plan, New Tabernacle Baptist Church
lot. The primary elevation of New Tabernacle Baptist Church faces south onto Chestnut Street. It is

defined by a large gable flanked toyo, 87foot tall octagonal towers. The towers wer@inally capped

with turres, but these had been removed by the early 1960s. A set-wfifith curved steps, flanked by

stone bannisters, leads to the erityap each bannister is an ornamental -Gtast lightpost.A tripartite
Indianalimestone portal witlgabledopenings contaipointedarch archivolts over carved wooden doors

and tympanums. The archivolts are supported by pink marble colonettes with foliated capitals; the central
opening has threger side while the two flanking openings have two per side. The three openings are

divided byhalf-heightlimestonefacade buttresses, and fhkightstonefacade buttresses extend above

the left and right openings. The gable over the middle openiimgis With crockets anthe majority of

2 National Register of Historic Places, West Philadelphia Streetcar Suburb Historic District, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, National Registe97001669



gabled and arched features (arches, buttresses) are topped with foliatedrfieigiable contains a large
pointed arch stained glass window recessedlimestone archivolt and foliated capitals.

The gable contas a large pointed arch stained glass window recesselihiestone archivokupported

by foliatedcolumns The leaded stained glass is supported by tracery in circular and trefoil, quatrefoil,
teardrop, and other curved patteribove the stained glassacery is a corbel course and triple lancet
stained glass window.

Figure4. South (principal) elevation of New Tabernacle Baptist Church, now in use as Christ Community Church [Arielle
Harris, September 2019]

The towersare divided into four sections by stringd corbetourses. The bottom two sectiartntain
staggered lancet windows and the top two sections contain lanceted and-aaihtedhdows with
traceryon all eight sides of the octagoFhe top two sectiondso contain more elaborate corbeling,
columns,and cornice stone work.



Figure 5. Detall of cornerstone at eastern tower. [Arielle Harris, September 2019]



Figure 6 Detail of west stair rail and ornamenitéightpost [Arielle Harris, September 2019]
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Figure 7. Detail of central door at south elevatidArielle Harris, September 2019]



Figure 8. Detail of secondary door and columns at south elevafforelle Harris, September 2019]

While the east and west elevations are partially obscured at street level due to adjacent hb#glings,
were accessible via vacant lots to the reatending north from the two towers, these elevatares
identical

A two-story, four bay nave is punctuated by lancet stained glass windows and dividedhajgidistone
buttresses. A bay window extends from the first story, replacing two lancet windows at the first floor. The
transept features three pairs of larstahedglasswindows at the first story, and an arrangement of three
large lancet windowsith traceryat the second stogepictingthe story ofJesus and the Samaritan. The
fabricator of the stained glass is unknown, having not been reported in neitRéil#uelphia Real
Estate Record aodh&uatl dieir © e c (Giinglata pevspapérshe at i ons
transept is capped with a lanceted corbel table.

or



Figure 9. Oblique view of west elevation, looking southeasteglfgiHarris, September 2019]



Figure 10. Detail of stined gI WII’IWS at east trans€pe middle lancet depicts the story of Jesus and the Samaritan and
angels in the left and right lancets. The west transept contains identical stainedAyletie Harris, September 2019]

Past the transept) what would translate as the chancel in &hGkc church originally housed parts of
the baptistry and organ within the auditorium, and partially contained classrooms and meeting rooms. On
the east and west elevations, this is clad in stone and unfenestrated.

At the north elevation, these wings ti@@ quoining and pairs of lanceted stained glass windows; at the
basement levehese have been filled with glass block. The north elevation is otherwise defined by a brick
gable and one story rounded projectiérchimney extends out of the gable on st sideThe gable

contains a single oculus windoftom an oblique aerial view of the property, a pinnacle extends above
the intersection of the transept and the nave.
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f the north elevation.

Figure 12. bblique view looking south at New Tabernacle Babtist Church, providing a clearer view o
[Pictometny



7. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former New Tabernacle Baptist Church, currently known as Christ Community Church of
Philadelphia, is historically significant and merits designation under Criteria for Desig(eti¢d), (e),

(h), and (j) pursuant to Section 14004(1) of the Phildelphia Codelt is already a contributing structure

to the West Philadelphia Streetcar Suburb Historic District, which was added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1997.

(a): Has significant character, interest or value as part of the deveémt, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person significant
in the past;

(j): Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

The NewTabernacle Baptist Church exemplifies thitural, political, economic, social or historical
heritageof the West Philadelphia Baptist community, as well as the power dynamics of Baptist
congregationi late nineteentlearly twentieth century Philielphia. The site on which 4021
Chestnut Street sits was the former location of Berean Baptist Church, constrd@8668186Q In the
late nineteenth centurderean Baptist Church consolidated with Tabernacle Baptist Church, a
congregation located Rittenhouse Squar&abernacle Baptist Church had a tumultuouydar history,
stemming from inconsistent leadership, debt, fluctuating membership, and wtadtthasimebelieved
to be an undesirable location af"&hd Chestnut Streey the earlyl890s Tabernacle Baptist Church
wasin discussions witlfrirst Baptist Church and Eden Baptist Church, both located nearbgnsolidate
their congregations

On the other hand, Berean Baptist Church had been growing consistently since its fouthdingemi

rural West Philadelphia. Baptist activity grew in West Philadelfih&ome degredue to the influence of

Berean, with members creating missions and additional churches as well as merging with other West
Philadelphia Baptist congregatioMghenBereanBaptist ChurcltalleduponRev. George E. Rees, then

pastor at Tabernackaptist Churchto lead their churclReesappeared tfump at the opportunity to

merge the two congregatiortisregarding the prior arrangements with First Bagifairchand Eden
BaptistChurch Tabernacle and Bereagreed thathe Tabernacle churchuilding would be sold and a

new church would be erected on the Berean pdfedhaps Rev. Rees also saw iaasrategic move to

relocate the consolidated church to a nfaghionable locatioduetoWe st Phi | adel phi abds s
emergent streetcauburband enclave for the middle class ammliveau richeln 1910, New Tabernacle

Baptist Church consolidated with Epiphany Baptist Church (fdgnkaown as thd-irst Baptist Church

of West Philadelphia); the merged congregation, renamed the Chestnut Street Baptist Church, remained at
401721 Chestnut Street until 2005.

History of the Baptists in Philadelphia

Baptists immigrating from Wales and England firdtlsd in the Delaware Valley in the late seventeenth

century. The oldest Baptist Church in the region is the Pennepek, or Lower Dublin Baptist Church;

organized in January 1687ennepek was the mother churcmod-Atlantic congregations founded

throughot t he ei ghteenth century, i n ¢ This dongnegatidd first | ad el p

®*Horatio Gates Jones, AHDsbbihcé&Or SPenhokpek)t BapLoweé Ch
Web, http://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/penn.pennepek.lower.dublin.history.html



gathered in what was knowntefi Bar badoes Lot , 0 | ocatedtimaround Sec
December 1698 he Philadelphia Baptist Association was fouhide1707by five congregation8 a s an
annual meeting for mut ua l'This orgapization aidedrn the expansionofe an d
Baptist congregations around the country and later just Pennsylaadi@ontributed to the origins of

institutions of higher education includiBgown and Temple UniversitieEirst Baptist Church officially

separated from Pennepek in 1746.

In 1762, the Philadelphia Baptist Association contained 29 member churches with 1,318 members; by
1776, the organ@ion contained 42 member churches with 3,103 members; by R8dasylvania alone
contained 63 churches and 4,365 memt®esween 1790 and 1890, the number of Baptists in the United
States grew from approximately 65,000 to over 3,700;080ich, accordig tothe American Church

History Seriesis population growth four times larger than the rate of growth fodthted States as a
whole®

These early Baptist congregations did not grant Afrikarericansi whether enslaved or fréethe same

rights andresponsibilities as white congregants. As a result, thirteen AfAcagrican congregants of

First Baptist Church formed the First African Baptist Church in 1809, and this church was welcomed as a
member of the Philadelphia Baptist Association that {&snumental Baptist Church, the second oldest
African-American Baptist congregation in the city and the first in West Philadelphia, was founded in
1826. In 1829, the congregation settled dtaiid Oak (now Ludlow) Streettheir 1882 edifice was

added tahe Philadelphia Register of Historic Places in 2016

Philadelphia was a hub of Baptist activityough the nineteenth centubeing home to a number of
national Baptist organizations ahdsting a number daptistconventionsand meetingsThese
organizationsand meetingmcluded theAmerican Baptist Historical Society, Triennial Conventidhs,
American Baptist Publication Sociendthe National Baptist Education Conventidrurthermore,
Baptists organized a number of philanthropic institutibinsughout Philadelphia, including hospitals,
orphanages, and retirement horfies.

TheEncyclopedia of Christianity in the United Staéegues that in the early nineteenth century,
AiBaptists were cont i nu aéntyyo céntalizegndlthe inherere instincthoe p o p ul
retain power in the local church by avoiding ecclesiastical hieraraffi&&e history of New Tabernacle

Baptist Church, which follows below, exemplifies this argument, having been formed from a union of

two Baptist congregains.

“Gerald L. Priest, AThe Phil adel phi a DeteopBaptistGemiharns oci at i o
Journal, Vol 12. Issue 1, (Fall 2007), 51.

®A. H. Newman, D.D., L.L.D.The American Church Histoi§eries Volume I: A History of Baptist Churches in

the United State@New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1894), 208.

® A. H. Newman, D.D., L.L.D.The American Church Histoi§eries Volume I: A History of Baptist Churches in

the United State@New York: The Christian Literature Company, 18%04

"Oscar Beisert, fANomination to the Phil adhurpchh,ad Re0yli6s.t e
80scar Beisert, fANomination to the Philadel phia Registe
® hitp://philadelphiabaptist.org/history/

YFAmerican Bapti st Ertylopedia@fChristianity imtikee Ubid SSated VoJume 61



History of New Tabernacle Baptist Church

New Tabernacle Baptist Church was formed through the merging of two congregations: Tabernacle

Baptist Church, located in the Rittenhouse Square neighborhood, and Berean Baptist Church, located at

40" and Chestnut Streets in West PhiladelpFiee story of their consolidation, and the histories of the
Tabernacle and Berean chur ches, MembeeshighDirectoryof ght ed i
New Tabernacle Baptist Chur¢hlembership Directory)printed the same year consolidation took effect.

This nomination reveakhe Membership Directorip be a subjective primary source that embellishes

and/or omits parts of the story of New Tabernacle Baptist Church altogetised on reporting the

Philadelphia Inquirerand other news outlets

Tabernacle Baptist Churth

The history of Tabernacle Baptist Church is outlined in the inautflgaibershiDirectory for the New
Tabernacle Baptist Church. Its story prior to consolidation with Berean Baptist Church is one of ups and
downs,with inconsistent leadership and unriilyancial affairs of the congregati@ontributing tathe
overalldecline inmoraleand membershipf the congregation.

Tabernacle Baptist Church was founded-ebruaryl4, 1848 as the first Baptist congregation west of
Broad Street. The congregation initially metiMethodist meetinghouse on"1Znd Chestnut Streets,
first rentingspace and eventually purchasing the building altogether. The first pastBewaSharles
Tucker, of Jersey Shore, Paho served from April 1849 until his death in 1851.

Under the fiveyear leadership of the following past&egv. Minor G. Clark, D. D of Springfield, Mass

a lot was purchased at"l8nd Chestnut Street, where their chudssigned by William W. Boyington,
was built? While the congregation grew from 96 to 316, a handsome debt of $36,000 was dccingd
the construction of the church; only $10,000 of this debt was paid off when Rev. Clark left Tabernacle
Baptist Church in 1856.

M Unless otherwise cited, this section is paraphrased frofdénebership Directory of the New Tabernacle Baptist
Church: Together with the Histories of the Tabernacle and Berean Churches Prior to Consol{Bailadelphia:
Avil Printing Company, 1897), pages/3

2 phjladelphia Architects and Buildings Databa3abernacle Baptist Church.



Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

Figure 13 (left). Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chestnut Strffetee Library of Philadelphia DigitaCollections] The Free
Library captionreadsi Vi ew showing the church built 1853 after the desig
Street. Church contains a tower and spire. A few pedestrians walk on the sidewalk in front of thg thatdsisurrounded by a
wrought iron fence. Trees adorn the church grounds. The church, razed in 1900, was the only Baptist church situated west of
Broad Street when completed. 0
Figure 14 (right): ca. 1854 print showing drawingf New Tabernacle Baptist Church [Jane Campbell Collection, Historical
Society of Pennsylvania]

Whi | e t hircreasdduapidiyin niimbers and in power, and $12,000 was raised towards the
payment of thedebt undery etahre tfeervuer e of Rev. Wil liam T. Br an
September 186 he Civil War years saw two pastors, and a sharp decrease in membership and morale.

Under the tenure of Rev. D. C. Eddy, D. D.,cagan was installed ifé church, further adding to the

debt. Under the leadership of Rev. George A. Peltz, D. D., of New York, from1183 1, A Al |
departments of church work received a new impulse, the school increased in numbers and efficiency, the
Young Peopl ewass Asstsroecn gagtthheomed and many converts wer
importantly, the remaining $15,000 in debt was paid off in full. Rev. Peltz resigned in 1871 to focus on

Sunday school work, leaving Tabernacle Baptist Church without a pastor forawgleahalf.



Figure 15 (left): Interior of Tabernacle Baptist Church,
likely from the Rev. Eddsra. [Jane Campbell Scrapbook
Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania]

Figure 16 (right): Interior of Tabernacle Baptist Church
after the organ was installed [Membership Directory of
New Tabernacle Baptist Church]

From 1872 until the consolidation of Tabernacle Baptist Chireli, George E. Rees, of Walssrved

as pastor of the congregatdhn der Rees 6 tenure, a chapel was
and improvements were made to the Chestnut Street churcMeérhieershipDirectory spares no
language in highlighting that these improvemengsenpaid ofexpeditiously The Directory further
recalls that Athe church grew in power and n
suspect claim as | ater on they note that a 0
at 23" and Christian Streets.

umber
goodl



REV. GEORGE E. REES, D. D.

Figure 17. Photograph of Rev. George E. Rees, DNbeinbership Directory of New Tabernacle Baptist Chrch

Berean Baptist Church

Berean Baptist Church was founded in 18$& grougnterestedn forminga new congregation from

the First Baptist Church of West Philadelpfiae First Baptist Church of West Philadelphia was

organized in thearly 1840dy William Williams Keen, and otherRev. Edgar M. Levgerved as

pastor In early 1859, the firsbaptismsof the new congregation, since named Berean Baptist Church,
were performed in Alliboneobs "d\q8? d_dcest, and Pire Steeets. on - o f

13 Unless otherwise cited, this section is paraphrased frofdénebership Directory of the New Tabernacle Baptist
Church: Together with the Histies of the Tabernacle and Berean Churches Prior to Consolidef@bitadelphia:

Avil Printing Company, 1897, pagesli.
1 william Cathcart, D. D., edThe Baptist Encyclopedi&/ol. 2 (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1883), 641, 689.
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Figurel8 Al | i boneds Wgodd,e as seen in R. L. Bineso

1855. Source: Greater Philadelphia Geohistory Network.

By the midnineteenth centuryVest Philadelphia was beginning its transformation feowealthy, rural
country retreat Awit ho udassmstieetdarcsubpiay [185L its pdpulatidnd, t o a
had reached 11,000Thefollowingmap from 1849, five years prior to
shows the increasing densityth® pink shaded a@eeast of 4% Street, then known as Hamiltonville,

compared to the remainder of West Philadelphia. The Woodlands Cemetery and Blockley Aimshouse are
visible on the southeast edge, and the Pennsylvania Hospital Building is to the northwest.

15 National Registeof Historic Places, West Philadelphia Streetcar Suburb Historic District, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, National Registe97001669
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Figure 19. Portion of Map of Blockley Township, by Rea and Miller, 184 location of Berean Baptist Church, and later New
Tabernacle Baptist Church, is still undeveloped land at this paititough development is encroaching on all sidgproaching
the parcel on Chestnut Street

Shortly after this map was published, Hamilton Terrace, the Hamilton Family Estate, and Woodland
Terracewere developedf These three enclaves ammong the earliest examplesresidentialpeculation

in West Philadelphia, intended for an uppkss clienteleThe pioneering congregations to settle in West
Philadelphia around this time, including Roman Catholic, Quaker, Episcopal, and Presbyterian
denominations meetinghouses, would haverea toi or been started biyresidents of thesearly
developments.

Berean Baptist Church, and by default New Tabernacle Baptist Church, would not have been located at its
ChestnutStreet location if not for the generosity@é&ptain John P. Levyrother of Rev. Edgar Levy

1% National Register of Historic Places, West Philadelphia Streetcar Suburb Historic District, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, N@onal Register 7001669

YCaptain John Levy d ¥antBine Steeetsraadswad listad intthe Bhiladeiphiat Register of
Historic Places in 1973. However, the University of Pennsylvania, the owner of the property, was granted
permission k the Historical Commission to demolish the structure and did so in 2015.



Captain Levy spent his career as a seaman and shipbuilderfdwnded lucrative shipuilding firm
Reaney, Neafie & Levy in 1848 Captain Levywho was baptized by his brothpurchasd a lot of land
on the 4000 block of Chestnut Strémtthe purpose of building Berean Baptist Chui€hptain Levy
personallyfunded the construction of the church, which opened in 186D & adjacenparsonage

L e v tot@lsontributions to the congratipn amounted to nearly $35,000 at the time, and he dotheted
deed to Berean Baptist Church in October 1863.

—1 —

Figure 20. Undated photograph 0 Berean Baptist Churtembership Directory of New Tabernacle Baptist Church
Thechurch was designed in the Romanesque style by
& Co. provided the caston spire; the spire was reported by Bublic Ledgeras beingia novelty, and
wi || doubt | ess &fThe naied architect efers ta Davie S Gendelh whid apprenticed

with Thomas Ustick Walter, and then went into practice with his father, a carpenter/builéfbmndt 5
Chestnut StreefS.

Having only been built four years after Tabernacle Baptist Chtlreldesigns of thievo churches
provide insight into the anmineteenth certurylBaptst congregatioms of P
While Tabernacle was designedtiire ClassicalRevivalstyleand Berean wais the Romanesqustyle,

Bwilliam Cathcart, D. D., edThe Baptist Encyclopedi&/ol. 2 (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1883), 690;

ANeafie & Leavy, Phil adel phi a, 18,2018 hi pbui l di nghi st or:
9 A New ChurchThePhiladelphia Public LedgemMay 5, 1859, p. 1.

®sandra Tat man, fDa vliod2 Fhiadéiphia ABhiteatsand IBuildingsSC&tabase



they both featted central towers with massive spitthst provide a dramatic focal paifBerean boasted
a 160 footower andspire while Tabernacle boasted a 212 foot tall sté@@enilarly, First Baptist
Church, West Philadelphia, whose edifice off 86d Chestnut Streets was constructed from IB&3,
was designed by Samuel Sloan in the Norman style and featgedadieal front and adjaceh?0-foot
tower? Interestingly the Berean Baptist Clrah building is labeledn the 1862Samuel Smedlestlas d
the City of Philadelphiawhile First Baptist Church West PhiladelphiadMonumental Baptist Church
are notdespitetheir building footprints being present on the map thiede congregations being older
than Berean Baptist ChuréfiTaking into accourthat AfricanAmerican institutions were likely omitted
from such documents, it perhaps reveals the degree of prominence of Berean Baptist Church in
comparison to First Baptist Church, West Philadelphia.

' 7%

Monumental .
Baptist Church - —_— E—

Berean Baptist wl. © 1R v First Baptist Church,
Church (labeled) 2 < |4 y West Philadelphia
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Figure 21. Extracts from 1862 Smedley Atlas of Philadelphia showing unlabeled locations of Monumental Baptist Church and
First Baptist Church, West Philadelphia, aladbeled location of Berean Baptist Church, a comparatively younger congregation
at the time. [Greater Philadelphia Geohistory Network]

Rev. Edgar Levy served as pastor of Berean Baptist Church froral 8888 During this time, Baptist

activity expanded iWest Philadelphia with the founding of the Mantua Baptist Church by former Berean
congregants. In 1890, Powelton Avenue Church merged with the Berean congrégatioding to

newspaper reports, Berean would only accept the consolidation if PoweltotoyereBereanand not
vice-versa®* When the Powelton church met to discuss the metgyeRhiladelphia Timesotedthat

Berean Ahas a small congregati®®n, but a handsome

Consolidation, but with whom?

In 1893, discussions began regarding the consolidation of Tabernacle Baptist Church with the First
Baptist Church, by this time located at Broad and Arch Streetsyiéim@eth Eden Baptist Church, at
Broad and Spruce Streetdis dialogue was not uncommamong the Baptist communitythetime.

2L J. Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westdditfory of Philadelphia, 1609884 Vol. 3 (Philadelphia: L. H. Everts

& Co., 1884), 1752.

ZANew Church i n We®hiladSpghia Publidleetigprhd ané 12, 1860, 1; FfAFir st
We st Phi IThedPkiladplphia mquiverApril 6, 1863, 8. A lithograph of First Béist Church, West

Philadelphia can be accessed digitally or at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, call H@Rdgc 13 W 519

% Smedley map

“BThey Fav o rPhiladelghia Diméskebryary 25, 1890, 3.

ZHBapti st ChThe Rhhadethia UimdsMarch 4, 1890, 1.



Berean Baptist Church was already familiar with such a strategy, having just consolidated with Powelton
Baptist Church. And,mApril 23, 1893, Rev. Frank M. Goodman of the Spruce Street Baptist Church
wasrecordd as stating in a sermon that AWe must use bi
affairs. A railroad wil!/l not run 6empties.d No mo
interest of all concerned if in some districts consolidation ofatfes of the same faith could be effected

and a great church be established there instead of having several struggling small ones. Money would be
saved instead of wasffed and efficiency increased.

According to newspaper reporis&bernacle, First Baptist and Bet h céndregatiorBagret i st 6 s
losing membership fazthurchedocated in more desirablgeas’’ Furthermore, Beth Eden Baptist

Church had suffered a fire in 1881 and was left without a building and a pastor. Beth Eden and First

Baptist alreag had a symbiotic relationship, each hosting the other when their buildings were under

renovation (or in the case of Beth Eden, burned). The congregations felt their locations were undesirable
andoutof-p | ace i n FRimérding cetribpsimésaddtsr i ct . As written in Fi
bicentennial history,

AiOwing to the fact that both of these churches
Eighteenth and Chestnut Streets, were central in location, all three began to feel theatisimteg

which always, in time, attacks a central city church. The members move into the suburbs,

business encroaches on the resident area around it, and so, by an inexorable law of city

development, all three churches were waning from a gradual but steadg| o f mé’mber shi p

Nothing else on the consolidation subject was reported 1894, whenmeetingsamong representatives
of the three churches were described byRrhidadelphia Inquirer In Novemberof that yeay The
Philadelphia Timeseported on a meeting attended by 250 parishioners of the three chiiaties that
year, goint committee wagstablisheda report created on the state of the congregat@nmksArticles of
Agreement werérafted® The committeewhich was sharindhe results of their findings with the

congregations;, e mar ked in their report that fARev. Dr . Ree
the utmost degree of foresight, magnamity andfsafr g e t 1 Qohfusmglyshoviever, the article
reportedora potenti al Acol ony, 6 or new church, | ed by |

article elaborated that a sum of $100,000 would be given to

i me mb e r €onswlfdatadimgch, not less than 75 in number, whoymasire to form a new

church éand shall be used only for the erection of buildings and the support of this new Baptist
church.This new body shall be a colony from the Consolidated Church. Such a new church

seems very desirable from a broad view of the best interests of the denominat a * | ar ge . 0

®FAre Churches Too Numerous? Rev. Frank Mhe Goodchi |l d |1

Philadelphia TimesApril 24, 1893, 3.

ATal ki ng CioAPsopokition ta Wnitecthe Tabernacle and First Baptist Churcidée Philadelphia
Times March 12, 1893, 4.

B william Williams Keen, M.D., L.L.D, ed.The Bicentennial Celebration of the Founding of the First Baptist
Church of the City of Philadelphia, 169898 (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Socie®§99), 125.

% The report can be viewed at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, call nuRBéPh BX 6480.P5 F572

A Chur ches Pl a ifhe Chiladslphia TirdedNovenwber 29) 1894, 7.

AChur ches Pl a ifhe Chiladslphih Tirdealovenmer 29) 1894, 7.



Many guestions arisieom this proposalhow would Rev. Rees be active in both the consolidated church
and the colony church? What are his motives? How would creating a colony church be different from
maintaining either two or three exigj Baptist congregations?

Ultimately, these questions would not have to be answered. Lessit@anonth later, Berean Baptist
Church called upon Rev. Rees to servéhas pastorHe quickly accepted this offer, throwing a wrench
in the plans to consolidate with First Baptist and Beth Eden Bapsistarrated in the 189Vembership
Directory,

fiOn December 19, 1894, a call was extended to Rev. George E. Rees, pastor of thel&@abernac

Baptist Church, Eighteenth and Chestnut Streets. The giving of this call opened the question of

the consolidation of the Tabernacle and Berean churches, and after conferences covering several
months had taken place, articles of agreement were adoptéd BpL895, which brought about

the union of the two churches under the name of the New Tabernacle Baptist Church of
Philadel phia. This closed®& the history of the B

The Membershiirectorydoesnot include any referencespotentially casolidating withFirst Baptist
or Beth Eden, even though those conversations occurred for over dlgeaver, local papers continued
to report on the state of affairs between the three, now four, congregattarsptsinclude the

following:

December84:i Rev. Dr . George E. Rees0®0 acceptance of
Baptist Church, where he will preach his first sermon on the second Sunday in January, will open
the way for the longalkedof consolidation of the three congregationsihe cent r®%® of t h

January 18955 The member s of Tabernacle Church, who o
consolidation formed by the other two churches, has withdrawn with the idea of forming a

consolidation with the Berean Church, Fortieth@lde st nut street séThe cong
resolution to sell the property i*h view of the
August 1895l n t he gradual devel opment of the conso

Tabernacl e Bapt i thacongrbgatiorcolteesTébSrnacldas dofnot migrate to
West Philadelphia when the arrangement between the churches is completed, will, it is expected,
uni te with the First CHiur ch, at Broad and Arch

On Septembe®, 1895 formal applications were made in court to merge the two congregétighertly

after, New Tabernacle Baptist Church retained architect Frank Watson to design their new building to

replace the existing 1859 structure af 48d ChestnufThe Philadelphi&eal Estate Record and

Buil dero6és Guide (PRERBG) outlines the design proc
end.The PRERBG records for New Tabernacle Baptist Church can be found in Appendix A.

%2 Membership Directory of the New Tabernacle Baptist Church: Together with the Histories of the Tabernacle and

Berean Churches Prior to ConsolidatioRhiladelphia: Avil Printing Company, 1897, 11.

#¥ARel i gi oThe Phiadelpki snquirer, December 29, 1894, 2

¥Consolidation at Last: First aRhiadeBlaliguiredaauaryBapt i st Ch
1895, 6.

A Rel i gi oThe Ph\adelpkia ImquirerJanuary 12, 1895, 3

®HHer e a nThe Phimeelphédnquirer, August 8, 1895, 1



The initial plans for the church were reporges follows, in October 1895:

The foundation walls of the new Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chestnut Street, west of Fortieth, it
is thought, will be laid before the Winter sets in. Contractors are now bidding on the work. The
building will probably be readfor occupancy next September. The church will be built in Gothic
style. It will have a 9doot front on Chestnut Street. Octagonal turrets will rise upwards of 80

feet at each corner, and in the centre will be a large tracery window. Triple doorwajg, dee
recessed, will lead into a hallway, 20 x 27 feet. A vestibule on the right and left leads to the
lecture hall in the second story, capable of seating 700 persons. The hall will open into a corridor,
15 x 24 feet, which leads to the main building. Ocheside of the corridor will be rooms, with a
seating capacity for 200 persons. The auditorium will be amphitheatrical, and capable of seating
1000 persons. The arch over the pulpit, an important feature, will be deeply recessed, and
ornamented with colunswith foliated capitals. The arch will be flanked on the right by the

organ arch and on the left by baptistry arch. Frank R. Watson, architect, 518 Walnut Street,
prepared the plagso

NEW TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH.

Figure 22. Depiction of New Tabernackaptist Church as printed in the Philadelphia Inquirer the morning after the
cornerstone was laid.

According to Frank Watsonodés specifications,
salvaged and reused in the construction of New TaberBagtist Churchexcept for salmon brick.

Watson also stated in his specificationsthat | | wor kmanship to be the
materi al s t o Db%Inaslater dmendrhepnt toftHe spedificatiohsatlse pric® of a chitesen t

changed so the overall price is lowered to $0.50 from $§la2fudgefsaving move but one thatso

indicates to the modern historian and consumehitjie qualityof materials Watson intended to choose
for the congregation. A full set of originaladvings of the church can be found at the Historical Society

Frank R. Watson, fASpecifications for Workmanshi

of the New Tabernacle Baptist Church, on the North Side of Chestnut Street, Wet éf 40Hi st or i c a |

Penrsylavania.

he s

best

and |
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of Pennsylvaniacall numbeiBc 615/W 333 TBA selection of the drawings can be found in Appendix

B, and the architectds specifications can be founc

Figure 23. Original architectural drawing of New Tabernacle Baptist Church, signed by Frank Watson. [Historical Society of
Pennsylvania]

Though theJniversity City Historical Societgould not access the inside of the buildingppears the
plans werduilt as described: the amphitheatrical seating, organ, and baptistry woodwork survive today,
as seen in images on Christ Community Churcho6s we



&,

Figure 24. I nterior of New Tabernacl e deaptl iys tr e@hatsaahd Ooawdictho oiviem,
amphitheatrical seating, foliated capitals, organ, and baptistry. [Christ Community Church wéltgsise//www.cccphila.org

The cornerstone was | aid on May 6, 1896 and was
congregations in West Philadelphia but by the pastors of numerous churches, both in the city and West
Phi | a d%Thebhuiidiag.opened on March 10, 1897 and was reported to have cost $113,586,
$76,000 of which was paid by opening day.

A The Saromeer TheaPhilddelphia InquirgerMay 7, 1896, 7.
¥ANew Taber nac! eThérhiladelphia Timpddanck UL, 1897, 3.



Figure 25. Photograph of New Tabneracle Baptist Church, soon before construction was completed (note unfinished stained
glass windows in octagonal towers). [Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Frank Watson portfolio]

While thePhiladelpha Inquirerr e port ed t hat fAmany of the ol d membe
for consolidation, First Baptist Church recalled in an 1898 publicatioriitftatt r i ng t hi s year w
a large accession from the Tabernacle School, as their remdWaistoPhiladelphia made it most

inconvenient for many to go with them. Earnest Christian fellow b o r e r s*°Vdhatés officlallyy ! 0
published in theévlembership Directorybut not calculated as a statistic, are the members of the church in

1897. Indeedrough calculations show thaver 2/3 of the congregantserenative to West Philadelphia.

It comes down to a matter of convenience: congregants in Center City may not have wanted to travel to

West Philadelphia to worship when congregations were abuall@anbund theni including the newly

merged First Baptist Church.

By the time New Tabernacle Baptist Church opened, institutions such as the University of Pennsylvania

had moved to West Philadelphia, streetcar lines had opened, and speculatsettwgtheir sights on
undevel oped | and around and further west from the
evolved, so did the demographics of the inhabitants who were purchasing the houses. These less elaborate
and more compact houses styicppealed to the middle class. However, despite the ofiageculative

“HNew Taber nac!| eTharhiladelptia Tinpddancke Hl, 1897, 3; William Williams KeeM.D.,
L.L.D, ed.,The Bicentennial Celebration of the Founding of the First Baptist Church of the City of Philadelphia,
16981898(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1899),-382



middle class housing that was being erected, a number of Philadelphia's families of wealth continued to
choose West Phil adel phi a'Thisverywekjstifieswhg Rev.Rees f or t hei
wishedto move to West Philadelphia, as opposed to remaining between thd riliers remained a
consistenthigrowingand di ver se popul ation of potenti al congr
established, and in some cases diiwg, congregations.

New Tabernacle Baptist Church and Chestnut Street Baptist Church in'ti@ea€ury
Rev. Rees retired in 19090n January 29, 1910, tiRhiladelphia Inquirereported,

AHIi storic churches of trdputaionevil ol farewelhservides ve enj o
tomorrow and on Sunday, February 6, will combine and will be known as the Chestnut Street
Baptist Church. The churches are the Epiphany

Epiphany Baptist Church was formerlgdwn as the First Baptist Church of West Philadelphia,

mentioned previously in this nominatias havingivenrise to Berean Baptist Churc@n their fiftieth
anniversary in 1898, the congregation changed their name to Epiphany Bastistch, in Apri] 1910,

the title was officially transferred from New Tabernacle Baptist Church to Chestnut Street Baptist Church
for fla consi der at*indhis sesse,ifodthetLevy Hrothers at lgsistnthdngs. came full
circle as the two congregationgthhelped lead had come together.

Chestnut Street Bapt Church operated out of 4024 Chestnut Street until 200k the late twentieth

century, the church was integral in resettling refugees from Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam in the West
Philadelphia coomunity. The church hosteESL classes, accepted donations of furniture and other goods

for the refugee® The church also hostedassical concerts ¢he University of Pennsylvarfas uni ver si t
choir.In 2004, the congregation closed and sold the building to what is now Christ Community Church.

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen

New Tabernacle Baptist Church is a waleserved exampld the Gothic Revival style. Gothic Revival
was one of the most important architectural styles to emerge in the United States during the Victorian
period, not only for religious structures, but also for residential, educational, and institutional uses

The Gothic Revival emerged ascall for theromantic and picturesque a quickly industrializingera
Gothic architectural historialRhoebe Stantonrotet hat fiThe wi sh to copy Got hi

“I National Register of Historic Places, West Philadig8treetcar Suburb Historic District, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, National Registe9 7001669

“2The Philadelphia InquirerQctober 9, 1909, 6.

“3Public Ledger Almana¢Philadelphia: Geo. W. Childs, 1894), 50.

“AConvey Ch Rhiladdphid@lhquiterdprit23, 1910, 9.

> The Philadelphia InquirgrApril 28, 1980; May 13, 1982l; July 1, 1984; October 19, 1980; August 25, 1980; July
11, 1980; January 9, 1980 November 26, 1979; March 7, 1979; October 19, 1978; October 11, 1983;1.9%&

May 5, 1978.



thoughts about building which developed as a regeite singularly expressive of the respect and

nostalgia for the past whickerec har act er i st i ¢ o f°Adgises CharlePedin@amint h ¢ e n
his son Augustus Welby NorthmoRPeiginwere among the first proselytizers of the Gothic revival,
publishingSpecimens of Gothic Architectui#821), Examples of Gothic Architectu(@838, Contrasts

(1836) andThe True Principles of Pointed or Christian Architect(t841) These works by the Pugins

brought scale drawings to a mass audience as sipbsuasive arguments for using the Gothic.

Furthermore, the Gothic style was seen asiadtistrial; Gothic enthusiasts such as John Ruskin argued
againstmachinmade bui l ding materials, stating AThere ar ¢
practi c e : one, t hat al | cast and machi ne®ToRuskin i s bad
and his contemporaries, Gothic architectuess solid: itrevealed the true form of a structure without the

veneers andthauthentic finisheghat charaarized Classical Revival architecture.

Ni neteenth century religious institutions in part
believed its formal, #fAchurchlyod style conveyed a
denominabns that had once been deeply suspicious of Catholic forms and elaborate decoration embraced

the movement, appropriating stylistic el*ments th

While utilizing Gothic architecture once implied

Stanton oberved thafi G o trdvivatism arrived ifNorth America in the form of the EnglisBothic
revival, with its preference for tHenglish medieval parish church as a model for ecclesiastical
ar ¢ hi t*dncPhiladelphiathis can be seen in the Church of Saint James thedrests,cted in
1846.The English parish style of Gothic Revival proved to be a good mattheftaucolic suburban
setting ofthe Chestnut Hillneighborhood.

“® Phoebe Stantoihe Gothic Revival and American Church Architecture: An Episode in Taste 18860
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1968), xvii.

“"Mark GelernterA History of American Architectu@lanover: University Press of New England, 1999), 144.
“8 John RuskinThe Seven Lamps of Architect@t®ndon: Smith, Elder & Co, 1849), 48.

9 Thomas F. RzeznilChurch and Estate: Religion and Wealth in Industiah Philadelphia(University Park:
The Rennsylvania State University Press, 2013), 88.

¥ Phoebe Stantoff;he Gothic Revival and American Church Architecture: An Episode in Taste 18860
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1968), xviii.



Figure 26. Saint James the Less, built in 1846 after Saint Mi chae
parish revival that characterized early Gothic Revival. [Library of Congress]

Only one year later, John Notman designed SaintMark Epi scopal Church. This t
revival styleon a larger and more urban parcel.

Figure27. Sai nt Mar k 6 s 'Eapd LecasoSireets, céhbtruated 1849 JLbrary of Congress]



