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Heather Hendrickson

From: preservation
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 12:00 PM
To: Heather Hendrickson
Subject: Fw: Historic Designation of 1800 Tasker Street

 

From: Mark Russell <mfrussell91@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 11:59 AM 
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov> 
Subject: Historic Designation of 1800 Tasker Street 
  

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

To the Philadelphia Historical Commission, 

I am writing in strong support of the nomination for the church at 1800 Tasker Street to be granted historic 
designation. 

This church is one of many beautiful old buildings scattered throughout the neighborhood that help weave the 
fabric of what makes Point Breeze unique. Unfortunately, as a local resident, I have seen too many similar 
buildings lost—either to neglect and eventual teardown, or to such drastic exterior changes that the essence of 
the original structure is erased. It’s clear to me that preserving this building is essential, not only for its 
architectural value but for the role it plays in shaping the character of our neighborhood. 

If we lose this landmark, we would be erasing an irreplaceable part of South Philadelphia’s story. However, 
granting it historic status gives us the opportunity to preserve its legacy while exploring meaningful new uses. I 
envision a space that continues to serve the community—perhaps as a cultural hub or a venue for local 
businesses and gatherings—providing opportunities for residents to connect, create, and grow together. In the 
spirit of its original use, it could remain a local meeting place. 

I respectfully urge you to approve the nomination and ensure that this church remains a lasting symbol of our 
neighborhood's rich history and the vibrancy of South Philly. 

Thank you for your time and your commitment to protecting the heritage of our great city. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Russell 
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Heather Hendrickson

From: preservation
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 12:56 PM
To: Heather Hendrickson
Subject: Fw: 1800 Tasker

 

From: Dana Shafer <danashafer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 12:55 PM 
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov> 
Subject: 1800 Tasker  
  

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Hello, 
 
My name is Dana Shafer, I have been a Philadelphia resident since 2009 and I believe that the church at 
1800 Tasker should be placed on the Register of Historic Places. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
- 
Dana Shafer  
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Heather Hendrickson

From: preservation
Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 1:58 PM
To: Heather Hendrickson; Jon Farnham
Subject: Fw: Comments regarding 1800 Tasker Street designation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

From: Arielle Harris <harris.ari@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 1:51 PM 
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov> 
Subject: Comments regarding 1800 Tasker Street designation  
  

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender. 

Good afternoon,  
 
I am writing to you as a South Philadelphia resident and preservationist in support of the historic 
designation of 1800 Tasker Street. It is always a really positive sign to see a building nomination 
submitted by a property owner/developer, and hope to see that trend continue! I am glad to see a 
developer eager to retain the historic fabric of the neighborhood rather than demolishing a historically 
significant building to replace it with something worse in quality and character. :-) 
 
I was made aware by near neighbors of the church that the property owner has already been issued 
building permits to adaptively reuse the building. These permits were issued one month before the 
historic building nomination was submitted. Prior legal precedent in the city has established that the 
approved work should continue as written as if there is no historic designation in place. However, the 
fact that the developer submitted this nomination despite getting permits approved first signals to me 
that they would like to complete their rehab in a historically sensitive way.  
 
But again – this is something worth questioning at the Historical Commission meeting on the record 
– asking the developer whether they wish to revise their already issued building permits in order to 
coordinate with the Historical Commission staff on future construction activities. 
 
I hope the Historical Commission understands that asking this question of the property owner when the 
nomination is considered will prevent future confusion in regard to what future exterior work will adhere 
to the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. I think these actions are all done with good 
intentions -- I just want to make sure there is no room for miscommunication, and potential, unintended 
loss of historic fabric. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Arielle Harris 
M.S. Historic Preservation, University of Pennsylvania 
943 Federal Street, 19147 
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