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UBLIC  

 
August 27, 2025 

 

Alex M. Smith 

Katherine Liss 

The Philadelphia Art Commission 

One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

Dear Alex and Katherine: 

 

Creative Philadelphia (Creative PHL) is requesting a conceptual review of the City’s Sadie T.M. Alexander statue 

during the Philadelphia Art Commission meeting on September 10th, 2025. The project is described below. 

 

SUBJECT: Public Art – Dr. Sadie T.M. Alexander Statue at Thomas Paine Plaza 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

Creative Philadelphia is commissioning a permanent statue honoring Dr. Sadie T.M. Alexander.  This Public Art 

opportunity was initiated in partnership with the City’s Capital Program Office / Department of Public Property 

as part of site improvements to Thomas Paine Plaza, located near the Municipal Services Building in Center City 

Philadelphia. The project will result in a permanent, site-specific statue honoring this African American civil 

rights activist, trailblazing lawyer, and native Philadelphian. This statue will be among the first three public art 

statues of historic African American women in the City’s collection. This project will also satisfy the Percent for 

Art requirement for public art on the Thomas Paine Plaza site, which is currently under a transformative 

renovation. 

Dr. Alexander was the first African American to earn a Ph.D. in Economics in the United States (1921), the first 

Black woman to graduate from the University of Pennsylvania Law School (1927), and a founding member of the 

Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations, among many other firsts. Her legacy includes groundbreaking 

work in law, economics, and civil rights, and her contributions continue to shape the City’s commitment to 

equity and justice. 

 

In November 2024, Creative Philadelphia issued an open Call for Artists, and 52 artist teams applied. A 

dedicated Selection Committee, composed of stakeholders who connect to Sadie Alexander’s legacy, including 

representatives of her family, civic and human rights organizations, educational institutions, arts professionals, 

and City representatives, selected five (5) finalists to provide design proposals. Public input was central to the 

process, including multiple online engagement sessions and a public survey that received over 1,000 responses. 

In July 2025, the City announced that artist Vinnie Bagwell was unanimously selected by the Committee to create 

the statue titled “Philadelphia’s First Lady of the Law, Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander”. The full figurative 

sculpture will be cast in bronze and installed at Thomas Paine Plaza.  Vinnie Bagwell’s design scored highest 

across all seven survey criteria in the public survey, including artistic excellence, likeness, emotional and 

educational qualities, and site appropriateness. Bagwell’s sculpture captures Dr. Alexander’s spirit, grace, 

intellect, and humanity.  

 This statue will honor not only Sadie T.M. Alexander’s legacy, but also the countless individuals she served and 

the women whose paths she helped to forge. It will also stand as a powerful reminder of the unwavering spirit 

and progress our City strives to embody. We look forward to the winning artist, Vinnie Bagwell, presenting her 
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vision for the Sadie TM Alexander statue to the Philadelphia Art Commission.  

Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 215.686.4596. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA 
Public Art Director 
Creative Philadelphia 
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