
 

27 August 2025 

 

Alex M. Smith   

Director of the Philadelphia Art Commission  

Philadelphia City Planning Commission   

City of Philadelphia   

 

RE: McPherson Square Library Renovations and Park Improvements | Phase 2 

601 E Indiana Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19134 

Request for Art Commission Review 

 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

 

We respectfully request to be included on the Art Commission agenda for Wednesday September 10 2025, regarding renovations and 

improvements to the McPherson Square Library and park, located at the address referenced above. 

 

McPherson Square Library, a branch location of the Free Library of Philadelphia system, sits prominently at the middle of its namesake 

park, McPherson Square. Located on Kensington Ave roughly halfway between the Sommerset and Allegheny Septa stations, the park is 

approximately one square block in dimension; beyond the park is the rowhome-dense Kensington neighborhood. The building itself is an 

original Carnegie Library, constructed as a single-story masonry structure in 1917, with classical detailing including terracotta cornice and 

a copper dome with oculus. Undergoing only minor renovations over its one-hundred-plus year lifespan, the building maintains much of its 

original character. The library is locally listed on Philadelphia’s Register of Historic Places (Carnegie Library Thematic Historic District, 

designated 7/9/2021). 

 

We understand that the construction budget for the project (library and park) is approximately $12,000,000. The project is being 

administered by the Philadelphia Capital Program Office (CPO) – it is also a Rebuild project. Project user groups include both the Free 

Library of Philadelphia (FLP) and Philadelphia Parks and Recreation (PPR). The proposed project is a continuation of work currently 

underway (Phase 1) which mainly focuses on roof replacement, dome repair, and stormwater improvements. 

 

Under this proposed Phase 2 renovation, main improvements to the library include: a new ADA accessible ramp at the front of the building; 

new ADA LULA elevator to connect the two floors; new ADA accessible restrooms on both floors of the library; new finishes throughout; 

new windows and doors throughout; upgrades and fixes to the exterior façade; substantial layout changes to the lower level to make better 

use of space; new windows to allow light to the lower level; and new mechanical, electrical, lighting, and plumbing systems throughout. 

The proposed work for the park include: extensive full-depth paving replacement for a number of paths; new concrete paving for both front 

terraces; relocated parking with new fencing; new concrete paving and plaza at the existing side door to make for a more welcoming entry; 

planting of new trees and shrubs; new playground, including play equipment, safety surface, and site furnishings; and additional 

stormwater management improvements, including a new below-ground retention basin. 

 

The project is currently in design, with the Design Development phase set to wrap up mid-September. We’ve previewed the project with 

the Philadelphia Historic Commission at the administrative level. We’ve also presented the project to the Design Excellence committee. 

Additionally, this project will include a Percent for Art installation. This process has been started – see attached Letter of Intent from 

Marguerite Anglin, Public Art Director with Creative Philadelphia. 

 

We plan to share drawings, renderings, and information on the proposed renovations and improvements in our forthcoming Art 

Commission presentation, with advance copy being delivered to the Art Commission on Wednesday September 3 2025. We look forward 

to your review.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

SMP ARCHITECTS 

 

 

 

Andrew Bilyeu, RA 

Architect 
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August 8, 2025 
 
Alex Smith 
Katherine Liss 
The Philadelphia Art Commission 
One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Re: Letter of Intent for Percent for Art at McPherson Library and Park 

Dear Alex and Katherine, 

Creative Philadelphia would like to inform the Philadelphia Art Commission of our intent to administer 
Percent for Art funds triggered by the McPherson Library and Park Rebuild project, located at 601 E. 
Indiana Ave in the Kensington section of North Philadelphia. Estimated at $21,700,000, the capital 
project consists of ADA upgrades, new mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and security systems, interior 
improvements, and basement level renovations in the library, as well as site improvements consisting of 
re-paving all paths, new benches, bike racks, plantings, new playground equipment and safety surfaces.  

The timeline and scope for the administration of Percent for Art funds is still being determined in 
collaboration with Creative Philadelphia, Rebuild and Capital Program Office (CPO). Below is an overview 
of our anticipated understanding and approach for this project: 

- The Percent for Art opportunity for the McPherson Library and Park will create a 
beautiful and enduring work of public art that is permanent, site-specific, and reflects the 
culture, values and diversity of the City of Philadelphia. The Art budget will be at least 1% of the 
total project budget in keeping with the City’s Percent for Art guidelines. 

-  A project specific Percent for Art Committee will be formed to advise the selection of 
the artist and the art proposal and will include representatives from: the Design team; 
McPherson Library and Park staff, community representatives, elected officials, and Creative 
Philadelphia.  

-  The Artist will be selected through an open Call for Artists process. Stakeholder 
involvement will be a critical component, and artist teams will be encouraged to align their 
proposal with feedback and input from members of the public. Public engagement will occur in 
virtual and/or in-person meetings, and through online public surveys. The Committee will review 
all proposals and the community’s feedback to select one winning finalist artist or artist team. 

-  Creative Philadelphia will provide oversight for the Percent for Art process from 
concept to installation and will work with the artist and project team to ensure the technical 
details for the artwork are coordinated with the site.  
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- Once the winning artist is selected and the artwork has been developed, Creative 
Philadelphia will initiate a separate review process with the Philadelphia Art Commission for 
approving the artwork. 

We look forward to working with the Rebuild and Capital Program Office project team and all 
stakeholders to realize a beautiful, site-specific public artwork that will be a long-lasting contribution to 
the McPherson Library and Park, and will enhance the City’s renowned collection of public art. Should 
you require any additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 215.686.4596. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA  
Public Art Director  
Creative Philadelphia 
City of Philadelphia 



McPherson Square Library
Renovations and Park Improvements
Art Commission Review
September 10, 2025

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



McPherson Square
601 E Indiana Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19134

c  2025 SMPARCHITECTS
718.10PROJECT NUMBER:

SITE LOCATION

2.24.2025

MCPHERSON SQUARE LIBRARY - PHASE 2 - FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA

c  2025 SMPARCHITECTS
718.10PROJECT NUMBER:

SITE LOCATION

2.24.2025

MCPHERSON SQUARE LIBRARY - PHASE 2 - FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA
SITE LOCATION

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



718.10PROJECT NUMBER:

SITE PHOTOS
MCPHERSON SQUARE LIBRARY - PHASE 2 - FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA

McPherson Square
601 E Indiana Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19134

SITE LOCATION

E  I N D I A N A  A V E
K E N S I N G T O N  A V E

E  C L E A R F I E L D  S T

E
 S

T

F
 S

T

FRONT STEPS FROM CORNER F ST & KENSINGTON AVE

LIBRARY FROM CORNER F ST & KENSINGTON AVE

LIBRARY FROM MID-BLOCK ON E ST

1

1

2

3

2

3

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



HISTORIC PHOTOS

c. 1898 (Webster Mansion) 1917 (Library opens)

1974 1975 1980 2010 2017 2025

1917 c. 1940 c. 1950 1961

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



PHASE 1 - ROOF REPLACEMENT, DOME REPAIR, STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS
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1. VERIFY ALL EXG CONDITIONS AND DIMENSIONS IN FIELD 
PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.

2. CUT A TEMPORARY ACCESS OPENING, BETWEEN RAFTERS, 
IN EACH QUADRANT OF CROSS-GABLE ROOF FOR REMOVAL 
OF EXG INSULATION.

3. ALL EXG PIPE PENETRATIONS AT ROOF TO REMAIN.
4. REPAIR EXG STRUCTURAL FRAME AS NOTED ON 

STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS S1.0.
5. CAREFULLY REMOVE, SALVAGE, AND STORE INTERIOR 

PENDANT LIGHT SUSPENDED FROM CENTER OF OCULUS.

GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTES:

LEGEND:

AREA NOT IN SCOPE

ROOF
22' - 0"

REMOVE 100% EXISTING GLAZING & 
SECURITY SCREEN AT OCULUS

REMOVE 100% EXISTING COPPER CLADDING

REMOVE ALL DAMAGED WOOD SHEATHING AND 
FRAMING AT PENT ROOF. REMOVE ALL DAMAGED 

STEEL FRAMING AT DOME. THE SCOPE OF 
REPLACEMENT IS ESTIMATED TO BE 

APPROXIMATELY 30% OF WOOD SHEATHING AND 
5% STEEL FRAMING.

REMOVE EXISTING (FLAT ) 
GUTTER AT BASE OF DOME

EXISTING TERRA COTTA CORNICE 
TO REMAIN, UNO. SEE 5/A8.1 FOR 

ADDITIONAL INFO

REMOVE EXISTING SKIRT ROOF, 
REF STRUCTURAL DWG 2/S1

REPAIR EXISTING SUPPORTING 
STRUCTURAL MEMBERS AS 
REQUIRED PER RECOMMENDATION 
BY EoR PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING BRICK DRUM, REFER TO 
STRUCTURAL DWGS

V.I.F

12" +/-V.I.F

36" +/-

V.
I.F

12
" +

/-
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D2.0

DEMOLITION BASEMENT &
ROOF PLAN

1/8" = 1'-0"D2.0
1 DEMOLITION - BASEMENT LEVEL

1/8" = 1'-0"D2.0
2 DEMOLITION - ROOF PLAN

KEYED DEMOLITION NOTES
DN-1 REMOVE 100% EXISTING ASPHALT SHINGLE DOWN TO DECK.

REF STRUCTURAL DWG, S1.0, FOR REPAIRS TO EXG WOOD
DECK & FRAMING AS NOTED.

DN-2 REMOVE 100% COPPER CLADDING AND OCULUS GLAZING AND
SECURITY SCREEN AT DOME. REMOVE ALL WOOD BLOCKING
AND SUBSTRATES AT DOME BASE. EXG MASONRY BEARING
WALL TO REMAIN. SCHEDULE WITH EoR FOR REVIEW OF EXG
CONDITION AT BEARING WALL PRIOR TO INSTALLATION OF NEW
FRAMING. SEE A8.0, STRUCTURAL DWG S1 & SPEC SECTION
061000 FOR ADDITIONAL INFO.

DN-3 REMOVE EXISTING DOWNSPOUTS, BOOTS AND GUTTERS IN
THEIR ENTIRETY. SECTIONS OF EXG GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS
ARE KNOWN TO BE MISSING.

DN-4 REMOVE EXG STUCCO, CUT OUT MORTAR AT 100% OF EXG
BRICK CHIMNEY AND DRUM BASE. PREP FOR POINTING.

DN-5 REMOVE 100% EXG SBS ROOF AND EXG WOOD DECK. FOR
REMOVAL OF VEGETATION, POISON AT THE ROOT. DO NOT
PULL THE ROOT.

DN-6 REMOVE EXISTING AREA DRAIN AND SURROUNDING AREA OF
CONCRETE AT LOWER-LEVEL STAIR LANDING.

DN-7 REMOVE EXG SECURITY FENCE AND STEEL ANCHORAGE
EQUIPMENT & HARDWARE. SALVAGE FOR REINSTALLATION.

DN-8 REMOVE EXG ROOF DRAIN. INTERNAL DRAIN LINE TO REMAIN.
CLEAN DRAIN LINE AND CONFIRM FREE FLOW OF DRAINAGE TO
STORMWATER SYSTEM.

DN-9 REMOVE ABANDONED OVERFLOW SCUPPER, VERIFY LOCATION
IN FIELD.

DN-10 REMOVE EXG CRICKET AT CHIMNEY
1/4" = 1'-0"D2.0

3 SECTION THROUGH DOME - DEMOLITION

NOTE: 
NO SCOPE OF WORK AT FIRST LEVEL DEMOLITION FLOOR PLAN, 
HENCE OMITTED FROM SET OF DRAWINGS.

1

DATE REVISION
1 5/10/2024 ADDENDUM 1

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

ROOF
22' - 0"

GRADE
-4' - 1"

CORNICE LEVEL
20' - 3"

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN 
PLACE, REPOINTED AND RESTORED 
AS NOTED, TYP AT CORNICE AND 
PEDIMENT, SEE LEGEND

FINISHED GRADE AT BUILDING
NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW POWDER COATED STEEL 
DOWNSPOUT CONNECTS TO 
CAST IRON BELOW AND 
POWDER COATED STEEL 
GUTTER ABOVE, COLOR TO 
MATCH EXG CORNICE, TYP.

NEW DOWNSPOUT 
BOOT

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT 
TO EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' 
ABV FINISHED GRADE TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW COPPER CLADDING, FLASHING, 
SEALANT AT DOME. STRUCTURAL 
REPAIRS AS REQUIRED. EoR TO 
VIEW EXG CONDITIONS PRIOR TO 
CONSTRUCTION

INSTALL NEW STRUCTURED 
POLYCARBONATE PANEL 
ASSEMBLIES AT DOME

THE  FREE  LIBRARY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  MC PHERSON  SQUARE  BRANCH

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AT 
EXG CHIMNEY AND DOME 
BASE. APPLY NEW STUCCO 
FINISH

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO EXTEND 
FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV FINISHED GRADE TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

EXG FOOTING AT 
FOUNDATION, TYP.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF 

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT BOOTNEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT 
TO EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' 
ABV FINISHED GRADE TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW POWDER COATED 
STEEL GUTTER, TYP. 4

A8.1

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AND INSTALL NEW 
STUCCO FINISH.  INSTALL NEW FLASHING AT 
EXG CHIMNEY AND DOME BASE.  REF 3/A8.0.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES AT 
SKIRT ROOF

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT 
TO EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' 
ABV FINISHED GRADE TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN 
PLACE, REPOINTED AND RESTORED TO 
SOUND CONDITION, TYP. AT DOME

7
A8.1

5
A8.1

TYPE C_3 UNITSTYPE C_2 UNITS

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

ROOF
22' - 0"

GRADE
-4' - 1"

CORNICE LEVEL
20' - 3"

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN PLACE, 
REPOINTED AND RESTORED AS NOTED, TYP 
AT CORNICE AND PEDIMENT, SEE LEGEND

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW POWDER COATED STEEL 
GUTTER, TYP.

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW COPPER CLADDING, FLASHING, SEALANT 
AT DOME. STRUCTURAL REPAIRS AS 
REQUIRED. EoR TO VIEW EXG CONDITIONS 
PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AND 
INSTALL NEW FLASHING AT EXG 
CHIMNEY AND DOME BASE. 
APPLY NEW STUCCO FINISH TO 
MATCH EXG, REF 3/A8.0.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF 

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 
10' ABV FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

EXG FOOTING AT 
FOUNDATION, TYP.

4
A8.1

3
A3.0

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES 
AT SKIRT ROOF INSTALL NEW STRUCTURED POLYCARBONATE 

PANEL ASSEMBLIES AT DOME

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AT DOME 
BASE AND INSTALL NEW STUCCO 
FINISH TO MATCH EXG, REF 3/A8.0.

NEW POWDER COATED STEEL 
DOWNSPOUT CONNECTS TO CAST 
IRON BELOW AND POWDER COATED 
STEEL GUTTER ABOVE, COLOR TO 
MATCH EXG CORNICE, TYP.

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN 
PLACE, REPOINTED AND RESTORED TO 
SOUND CONDITION, TYP. AT DOME

6
A8.1

7
A8.1

5
A8.1

REINSTALL SALVAGED SECURITY FENCE AND  STEEL ANCHORING 
MEMBERS. PAINT AND FASTEN INTO SOUND MORTAR JOINT

TYPE C_2 UNITS

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW AREA DRAIN AT STAIR LANDING

1. ALL EXG CONDITIONS AND DIMENSIONS TO BE VERIFIED IN FIELD PRIOR 
TO CONSTRUCTION.

2. SEE SHEET A0.1 FOR LIST OF ALTERNATES.
3. SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS FOR CONNECTIONS TO NEW DOWNSPOUT BOOT.
4. REPOINT 100% OF JOINTS BETWEEN TERRA COTTA UNITS.
5. COMPLETE STRUCTURAL REPAIRS AND REVIEW EXISTING CONDITIONS 

OF EXPOSED STRUCTURAL MEMBERS WITH ENGINEER OF RECORD 
PRIOR TO NEW CONSTRUCTION.

GENERAL NOTES:

LEGEND:

PATCH AND REPAIR CRACKED AND SPALLING TERRA 
COTTA AT JOINTS AND SURFACES, TYP.  SEE REPAIR 
DETAILS 1, 2 &3 ON A8.1.

EXG TERRA COTTA UNITS TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW

BRICK

CMU
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FINISHED GRADE: 
PROVIDE POSITIVE 
DRAINAGE AWAY FROM 
EXTERIOR WALL

EXISTING 
EXTERIOR WALL
(NOT IN SCOPE)

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW POWDER COATED 
STEEL SECTION OF 
DOWNSPOUT 

NO CLEANOUT TRAP SPECIFIED TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING. SECURE 
VERTICAL SECTIONS OF BOOT & 
DOWNSPOUTS INTO MASONRY WITH 
EPOXY FASTENERS

NEW CAST IRON SECTION 
OF DOWNSPOUT

SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS FOR 
CONNECTION TO EXISTING 
UNDERGROUND DRAINAGE 
SYSTEM 

EXG WATER TABLE
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A3.0

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

1/8" = 1'-0"A3.0
2 SOUTH (FRONT) ELEVATION

1/8" = 1'-0"A3.0
1 NORTH (REAR) ELEVATION

1/2" = 1'-0"A3.0
3 ENLARGED ELEVATION AT DOWNSPOUT: FRONT VIEW

1/2" = 1'-0"A3.0
4 ENLARGED ELEVATION AT DOWNSPOUT: SIDE VIEW

DATE REVISION

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

ROOF
22' - 0"

GRADE
-4' - 1"

CORNICE LEVEL
20' - 3"

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN PLACE, 
REPOINTED AND RESTORED AS NOTED, TYP 

AT CORNICE AND PEDIMENT, SEE LEGEND

NEW CAST IRON  
DOWNSPOUT BOOTS

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT 
TO EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' 
ABV FINISHED GRADE TO 
PREVENT TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW COPPER CLADDING, FLASHING, 
SEALANT AT DOME. STRUCTURAL REPAIRS 
AS REQUIRED. EoR TO VIEW EXG 
CONDITIONS PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION

INSTALL NEW STRUCTURED 
POLYCARBONATE PANEL 
ASSEMBLIES AT DOME

EXG FOOTING AT 
FOUNDATION, TYP.

NEW ASPHALT 
SHINGLE ROOF

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES 
AT SKIRT ROOF REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AND INSTALL NEW 

FLASHING AT EXG CHIMNEY AND DOME BASE. 
APPLY WHITE STUCCO FINISH, REF 3/A8.0.

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN PLACE, 
REPOINTED AND RESTORED TO SOUND CONDITION, 
TYP. AT DOME

5
A8.1

NEW POWDER COATED 
STEEL GUTTER, TYP.

4
A8.1

7
A8.1

TYPE C_2 UNITS TYPE C_2 UNITS

NEW POWDER COATED STEEL 
DOWNSPOUT CONNECTS TO CAST 
IRON BELOW AND POWDER 
COATED STEEL GUTTER ABOVE, 
COLOR TO MATCH EXG CORNICE, 
TYP.

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

ROOF
22' - 0"

GRADE
-4' - 1"

CORNICE LEVEL
20' - 3"

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

SECURITY FENCE FASTENING. 
SALVAGE AND REINSTALL EXG 
STEEL ANCHORING MEMBERS. 
FASTEN INTO SOUND MORTAR 
JOINT

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN PLACE, 
REPOINTED AND RESTORED AS NOTED, TYP 
AT CORNICE AND PEDIMENT, SEE LEGEND

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT 
BOOTS

NEW CAST IRON DOWNSPOUT TO 
EXTEND FROM BOOT TO 10' ABV 
FINISHED GRADE TO PREVENT 
TAMPERING, TYP.

NEW CAST IRON 
DOWNSPOUT BOOT, TYP.

NEW COPPER CLADDING, FLASHING, 
SEALANT AT DOME. STRUCTURAL 
REPAIRS AS REQUIRED. EoR TO 
VIEW EXG CONDITIONS PRIOR TO 
CONSTRUCTION

INSTALL NEW STRUCTURED 
POLYCARBONATE PANEL 
ASSEMBLIES AT DOME

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AND 
INSTALL NEW FLASHING AT EXG 
CHIMNEY AND DOME BASE. 
APPLY NEW STUCCO FINISH TO 
MATCH EXG, REF 3/A8.0.

NEW POWDER 
COATED STEEL 
GUTTER, TYP.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLE 
ROOF

EXG FOOTING AT 
FOUNDATION, TYP.

10
'-0

" T
YP

.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES AT SKIRT ROOF

NEW POWDER COATED STEEL 
DOWNSPOUT CONNECTS TO CAST 
IRON BELOW AND POWDER COATED 
STEEL GUTTER ABOVE, COLOR TO 
MATCH EXG CORNICE, TYP.

TERRA COTTA TO BE STABILIZED IN PLACE, 
REPOINTED AND RESTORED TO SOUND 
CONDITION, TYP. AT DOME

6
A8.1

5
A8.1

4
A8.1

7
A8.1

TYPE C_2 UNITSTYPE C_2 UNITS

REINSTALL SALVAGED SECURITY FENCE 
AND  STEEL ANCHORING MEMBERS. PAINT 

& FASTEN INTO SOUND MORTAR JOINT

1. ALL EXG CONDITIONS AND DIMENSIONS TO BE VERIFIED IN FIELD PRIOR 
TO CONSTRUCTION.

2. SEE SHEET A0.1 FOR LIST OF ALTERNATES.
3. SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS FOR CONNECTIONS TO NEW DOWNSPOUT BOOT.
4. REPOINT 100% OF JOINTS BETWEEN TERRA COTTA UNITS.
5. COMPLETE STRUCTURAL REPAIRS AND REVIEW EXISTING CONDITIONS 

OF EXPOSED STRUCTURAL MEMBERS WITH ENGINEER OF RECORD 
PRIOR TO NEW CONSTRUCTION.

GENERAL NOTES:

LEGEND:

PATCH AND REPAIR CRACKED AND SPALLING TERRA 
COTTA AT JOINTS AND SURFACES, TYP.  SEE REPAIR 
DETAILS 1, 2 &3 ON A8.1.

EXG TERRA COTTA UNITS TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW

BRICK

CMU
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A3.1

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS
1/8" = 1'-0"A3.1

1 EAST ELEVATION

1/8" = 1'-0"A3.1
2 WEST ELEVATION

DATE REVISION

EXISTING 2x10 PLANK DECK 
(VERTICAL ORIENTATION) 

EXISTING  1/2" PLYWOOD SHEATHING 

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW POLYETHYLENE VENT (NON 
FUNCTIONAL FOR ARCHITECTURAL 
DIMENSION)

NEW MANUFACTURER'S 
PRECUT RIDGE SHINGLES

NEW ICE & WATER SHIELD AT RIDGES, 
EAVES & VALLEYS, TYP.

NEW ASPHALT FIBERGLASS SHINGLES

NEW R-30 MINERAL WOOL 
UNFACED BATT INSULATION 
BETWEEN RAFTERS

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW ASPHALT FIBERGLASS 
SHINGLES

4" MIN

12" MIN

NEW ZT COATED 16 OZ 
COPPER FLASHING TURNED 
INTO PIPE 1"

EXG VENT PIPE

EXISTING  1/2" 
PLYWOOD SHEATHING 

EXISTING 2x10 PLANK DECK 
(VERTICAL ORIENTATION) 

NEW R-30 MINERAL WOOL 
UNFACED BATT INSULATION 
BETWEEN RAFTERS

NEW ICE & WATER SHIELD
AT RIDGES, EAVES & VALLEYS, TYP.

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

3/4" ICE KICK

NEW ROSIN PAPER

NEW 1/2" FLEXIBLE 
WALKPAD OR DRAIN MAT

NEW 28 OZ COPPER GUTTER LINER

7" APPROX

12" +/-

3 1/2" APPROX

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW 3/4" MARINE GRADE 
PLYWOOD

NEW CHAMFERED BLOCKING

EXG MORTAR 
PLASTER DECK

EXG WIRE LATH

EXG WOOD DECK

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW 28 OZ COPPER GUTTER LINER

4A
A8.0

EXG WOOD 
BLOCKING

APPROX HIGH POINT OF WATER LINE

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES, 1 1/2" 
OVERHANG AT EDGE SHINGLE

EXG MASONRY 
WALL, VIF

12
" +

/-

NEW ICE & WATER SHIELD

24" +/-

FILL LOW POINT OF SEAM WITH SEALANT

NEW SAW CUT REGLET 1 1/2" 
DEEP AND 1/2" WIDE

NEW STAINLESS STEEL RECEIVER

NEW STAINLESS STEEL PAN HEAD SCREW MIN. 2 
PER LENGTH. FASTEN THRU MORTAR JOINT ONLY.

NEW STAINLESS STEEL INSERT 
COUNTER FLASHING

NEW ASPHALT FIBERGLASS SHINGLES
NEW 4" X 4" 16" STAINLESS STEEL 

STEP FLASHING

NEW STUCCO 
8" O.C. LEAD 
WEDGES
2 PER LENGTH

INSERT 
RECEIVER 1 1/2" 
INTO MORTAR 
REGLET

BOND BREAKER 
ROD

NEW STAINLESS STEEL J CHANNEL

EXISTING 2 X10 
DECK PLANK

HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT. INSTALL 
PER MFR INSTRUCTION

EXISTING 
MASONRY WALL

REPOINT 100% OF BRICK AT 
EXG DOME BASE

EXISTING 1/2" 
SHEATHING

4"
 M

IN

NEW  STANDING SEAM

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW SELF TAPPING 
TECH SCREWS 16" O.C.

NEW COUNTER FLASHING

NEW COPPER GUTTER
NEW ROSIN PAPER

FOLD END OF NEW STANDING 
SEAM AND CRIMP TIGHT

NEW HEAVY GAUGE CLEAT

NEW BAND IRON

NEW 2" x 3" BLIND CLEAT 
18" O.C.

NEW PEEL RIVET

NEW RECEIVER 
FLASHING

EXG CONC WITH 2" WOOD 
BLOCKING & 1" WOOD DECK

+/- 2"SECURE NEW TREATED 
WOOD BLOCKING TO 
CONCRETE

NEW 5/8" MARINE 
GRADE PLYWOOD

EXG TERRA COTTA CORNICE

NEW CONCRETE  FILLED IN  
EXG TERRA COTTA CAVITY

NEW TAPCON

NEW WOOD 
BLOCKING/SLEEPERS, TYP.

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES, 
BEYOND (DASHED)

NEW OPEN PAN 
GUTTER LINER

NEW CONTINUOUS CLEAT, 
DASHED BEYOND

NEW CONTINUOUS COPPER 
GUTTER LINER

NEW HT SELF 
ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

ICE KICK BEYOND

NEW ASPHALT SHINGLES AT 
GABLE ROOF VALLEY

4A
A8.0

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

EXG 1/2" PLYWOOD 
SHEATHING

EXG 2x10 PLANK DECK
(VERTICAL ORIENTATION)

NEW PLYWOOD 
GUTTER FRAME

6" MIN

12
" +

/-

NEW (1) CUSTOM SUPPORT 
BRACKET, STAINLESS STEEL 
ALL THREAD

NEW COPPER TRANSITIONAL FLASHING

NEW CONTINUOUS HT SELF-
ADHERING UNDERLAYMENT

FILL LOW POINT OF SEAM 
WITH SEALANT

4" CANT STRIP

REINFORCED PMMA 
LIQUID FLASHING

SBS SMOOTH 
FLASHING

EXG MASONRY 
WALL

MINIMUM R-VALUE 30 
POLYISOCYANURATE

1/2" GYPSUM COVER 
BOARD

SBS SMOOTH BASE 
PLY

SBS GRANULAR 
CAPSHEET

NEW ROOF DRAIN,
JR SMITH 1937 ROOF DRAIN 
WITH CAST IRON DOME AND
SSTL MESH COVER

EXG TERRA COTTA CORNICE. SEE SPECIFICATIONS 
SECTION 040326 "HISTORIC TERRA COTTA UNIT 
MASONRY REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT"

SALVAGE AND REINSTALL 
EXG CAPSTONE WITH 
ANCHORAGE TO MATCH EXG

VA
RI

ES

NEW T&G DECK, REF 
STRUCTURAL DWGS

TWO PIECE SSTL FLASHING 
& COUNTER FLASHING 
UNDER WEEPS SET IN 
MORTAR BED

INFILL VOID WITH MASONRY AND PATCH 
SURFACE TO MATCH ADJACENT SURFACES

EXG INTERNAL DRAIN LINE. 
DRAIN LINE TO BE 
CLEANED FOR FREE FLOW 
OF DRAINAGE

SELF ADHERING VAPOR 
RETARDER

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW 1 1/4" STANDING SEAM, FORMED, 
CRIMPED, FOLDED OVER, TURNED UP ON 

BLOCKING AND PEENED TO PROVIDE 
SMOOTH TRANSITION

NEW OCULUS BLOCKING,
CHAMFER TO PROVIDE LEVEL 
BASE FOR OCULUS

NEW COPPER CLADDING CAP 
AND SECONDARY GUTTER, 

SOLDER CORNERS AND SEAMS

EXG CONC WITH 2" WOOD 
BLOCKING & 1" WOOD DECK

NEW EXTRUDED KYNAR OCULUS BASE

NEW HT SELF ADHERING 
UNDERLAYMENT

NEW CONCEALED CLEAT

NEW FASTENERS, TYP.

NEW OCULUS FRAME CAP

NEW OCULUS FRAME

NEW PANEL SPREADER

NEW PIVOT BASE

EXG BENT STEEL ANGLE, 
ASSUMED.  VIF

EXG TRIM, ASSUMED. VIF. NIS

EXG PLASTER AND LATH 
ASSEMBLY (ASSUMED), VIF.

INTERSTITIAL 
SPACE, VIF.

NEW ALUM HIP TUBE RAFTER.  
SEE SECTION 6/A8.0 FOR ADD'L INFO.

NEW HIP CAP

NEW HIP RAFTER

NEW PANEL SPREADER

NEW ALUM ANGLE

G1 EPDM GASKET

NEW ALUM HIP 
TUBE RAFTER

NEW FASTENER

MCPHERSON SQUARE 
LIBRARY 

601 E INDIANA AVE,
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19134
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A8.0

ROOF DETAILS

3" = 1'-0"A8.0
1 ROOF DETAIL - RIDGE

3" = 1'-0"A8.0
2 ROOF DETAIL - TYPICAL VENT PIPE FLASHING

3" = 1'-0"A8.0
4 ROOF DETAIL -  DOME GUTTER AND SKIRT

3" = 1'-0"A8.0
3 ROOF DETAIL -  DOME STEP AND COUNTER

6" = 1'-0"A8.0
4A ENLARGED GUTTER TO DOME TRANSITION

3" = 1'-0"A8.0
5 ROOF DETAIL -  OPEN PAN GUTTER FROM DOME SKIRT TO GABLE VALLEY

1 1/2" = 1'-0"A8.0
8 ROOF DRAIN AT SBS ROOF

6" = 1'-0"A8.0
7 DOME CLADDING TO OCULUS CURB

6" = 1'-0"A8.0
6 OCULUS DETAIL - SECTION AT HIP

DATE REVISION
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

MCPHERSON SQUARE LIBRARY
RENOVATIONS | PHASE 2

1/8" = 1'-0"A0.1
1 EXISTING ENTRY LEVEL PLAN

Key Points Discussed / Requested for the Building:
•Accessibility a must!
•Systems upgrades, specifically electrical & HVAC mentioned.
•Upgrades to furniture, finishes.
•Openness desired on the main level.
•Better layout and use of space on lower level.
•A refresh for the west entry.

Key Points Discussed / Requested for the Site:
•Improvements to front plaza to allow for more programming.
•Noted the playground and adjacent green are “reclaimed”.
•Fixes to site paths, especially those looping building.
•Dedicated storage for outdoor equipment and “pop-ups”.
•Separation of vehicles from pedestrians within site.
•A new playground would be very appreciated by the community.
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PROJECT SCOPE, KEY GOALS

Project Scope

Accessibility Systems Upgrades General Improvements

Increased building accessibility.
Upgrades to all MEP systems.
General improvements to finishes, layouts.
General improvements to park, plazas.
New playground surfaces and equipment.

Project to pursue LEED Gold certification.

Accessible entrance to building.
New elevator for lower level ADA access.
New / renovated ADA accessible restrooms.

New HVAC systems throughout.
New lighting & electrical throughout.
New / renovated plumbing and fixtures.
New fire alarm and security systems.

Increase restroom count to two per level.
New windows throughout.
Upgrades and repairs to building exterior.
New flooring and painting throughout.
New furniture and casework upgrades.

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



PROJECT TEAM & BUDGET

Project Team

Project Budget

SMP Architects | Project Architect
Ground Reconsidered | Landscape Architect
Keast & Hood | Structural Engineer
Arora Engineers | MEPFP Engineer
KS Engineers, PC | Civil Engineer
BCA Inc. | Envelope Consultant
Impact Services | Community Engagement
Dharam Consulting | Cost Estimating

Capital Program Office | Rebuild
Free Library of Philadelphia
Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation

$11 million

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community Engagement Events and Touch Points

Community Engagement

Project Kick-Off Meeting | Nov 12, 2024 | 30 Attendees
Bi-monthly Engagement with Friends of McPherson | 12+ Attendees
Summer Festival Pop-Up | June 7, 2025 | 550 Attendees
★ Youth Play Equipment Surveys | June 2025

Rebuild Community Meeting | Aug 12, 2025 | 52 Attendees
Back-to-School Event Pop-Up | Aug 23, 2025 | 540 Attendees
★ Youth Color Surveys | August 2025

Community Members reached since 2024: 1,184+

● Health, safety, cleanliness, and longevity of 
Library building.

● Addressing water issues in the building.
● New systems, like HVAC, plumbing, and security. 
● ADA accessibility.
● Safety for youth and families. 
● More and better use of space in the Library.

○ Spaces specifically for teens and 
toddlers;

○ Improved lunch room;
○ Improved community spaces;
○ Dedicated spaces for staff;
○ Improved computer access and wifi;
○ Improved bathrooms.

● Safety concerns around using the front entrance 
of the library; call for a more welcoming side 
entrance. 

● Importance of safe play spaces near the 
Playground and “the Green;” this includes water 
access for programs. 

● Site improvements like improved pathways, trees, 
plantings, seating, and shade.  

Community and Staff Early Feedback

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Engaging the Community on Design

Community Engagement

● Positive feedback and reactions to the designs. 
● Desire for more shade beyond planting new trees, specifically in the 

Playground. 
● Enthusiasm for new patio near the side entrance. 
● Continued call for safety measures post-construction (via 

operations, maintenance, staffing, and programs). 

Youth Survey Results

7 28 4 35
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40

15 17 15

20

3612

24

5012 60
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PROJECT STATUS, TIMELINE

Project Status
Currently finishing Design Development.

Percent for Art - Letter of Intent acquired.
Historic Commission - Admin review complete.
Design Excellence - Presented 8/20/25.

Phase 1 (Roof) Pre-Design & Programming

Construction:

Schematic Design

Groundbreaking Event

Design Development

Construction DurationConstruction Start

Construction Documentation

Construction Completion

Bidding & Contracting

April - September 2025 October 2024 - Jan 2025 January - May 2025

Fall 2026

June - September 2025

18 - 24 monthsFall 2026

Community Engagement Event: June 2025
Community Engagement Event: August 2025

Art Commission Review: September 2025

Permitting: February 2026          
Community Engagement Event: 

Winter 2025-2026

October 2025 - February 2026

Late 2027 - 2028

Spring - Summer 2026

McPherson Square Library 
Renovations and Park Improvements
SMP Architects | Ground Reconsidered



PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION | PERCENT FOR ART

   
 

 
116 City Hall • Philadelphia, PA 19107 • www.creativephl.org  • 215.686.4596 

 

 

 

 
August 8, 2025 
 
Alex Smith 
Katherine Liss 
The Philadelphia Art Commission 
One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Re: Letter of Intent for Percent for Art at McPherson Library and Park 

Dear Alex and Katherine, 

Creative Philadelphia would like to inform the Philadelphia Art Commission of our intent to administer 
Percent for Art funds triggered by the McPherson Library and Park Rebuild project, located at 601 E. 
Indiana Ave in the Kensington section of North Philadelphia. Estimated at $21,700,000, the capital 
project consists of ADA upgrades, new mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and security systems, interior 
improvements, and basement level renovations in the library, as well as site improvements consisting of 
re-paving all paths, new benches, bike racks, plantings, new playground equipment and safety surfaces.  

The timeline and scope for the administration of Percent for Art funds is still being determined in 
collaboration with Creative Philadelphia, Rebuild and Capital Program Office (CPO). Below is an overview 
of our anticipated understanding and approach for this project: 

- The Percent for Art opportunity for the McPherson Library and Park will create a 
beautiful and enduring work of public art that is permanent, site-specific, and reflects the 
culture, values and diversity of the City of Philadelphia. The Art budget will be at least 1% of the 
total project budget in keeping with the City’s Percent for Art guidelines. 

-  A project specific Percent for Art Committee will be formed to advise the selection of 
the artist and the art proposal and will include representatives from: the Design team; 
McPherson Library and Park staff, community representatives, elected officials, and Creative 
Philadelphia.  

-  The Artist will be selected through an open Call for Artists process. Stakeholder 
involvement will be a critical component, and artist teams will be encouraged to align their 
proposal with feedback and input from members of the public. Public engagement will occur in 
virtual and/or in-person meetings, and through online public surveys. The Committee will review 
all proposals and the community’s feedback to select one winning finalist artist or artist team. 

-  Creative Philadelphia will provide oversight for the Percent for Art process from 
concept to installation and will work with the artist and project team to ensure the technical 
details for the artwork are coordinated with the site.  

 
27 August 2025 

 
 
Re: 601 E. Indiana Ave; McPherson Square Library Renovations and Park Improvements 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Philadelphia Historical Commission staff met with the applicants involved in the McPherson 
Square Library Renovations and Park Improvements project and reviewed their most recent 
drawing package dated August 22, 2025. As the project currently stands, the work proposed will 
fall under the Historical Commission’s “staff approval authority”. Therefore, unless the project 
changes in a significant way, the details of this proposal can be reviewed and approved by the 
staff of the Historical Commission without referral of the application to the public meeting review 
process. The Historical Commission staff believe that the project, as it stands, satisfies the 
Standards set forth in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.  
 
 
If there are any questions concerning this tentative approval, please direct them to 
heather.hendrickson@phila.gov or preservation@phila.gov. 
 
  
Thank you, 
 
  
 
 
 
Heather Hendrickson 
Historic Preservation Planner II  

   
 

 
116 City Hall • Philadelphia, PA 19107 • www.creativephl.org  • 215.686.4596 

 

 

 

- Once the winning artist is selected and the artwork has been developed, Creative 
Philadelphia will initiate a separate review process with the Philadelphia Art Commission for 
approving the artwork. 

We look forward to working with the Rebuild and Capital Program Office project team and all 
stakeholders to realize a beautiful, site-specific public artwork that will be a long-lasting contribution to 
the McPherson Library and Park, and will enhance the City’s renowned collection of public art. Should 
you require any additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 215.686.4596. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Marguerite Anglin, RA, NOMA  
Public Art Director  
Creative Philadelphia 
City of Philadelphia 

McPherson Square Library 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

McPherson Square Library

Asphalt Pavement

1-1 1-2 1-3

Playground FencePrimary Entrance Service Area Playground Benches 

Bulletin Board Uneven wood path

Play equipment 

Paving at Plaza

EXISTING CONDITIONS

McPherson Square Library

Asphalt Pavement

1-1 1-2 1-3

Playground FencePrimary Entrance Service Area Playground Benches 

Bulletin Board Uneven wood path

Play equipment 

Paving at Plaza

EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS
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SITE DEMOLITION PLAN
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BUILDING PHOTOS
MCPHERSON SQUARE LIBRARY - PHASE 2 - FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA

EXISTING BUILDING CONDITIONS
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