Wednesday July 23, 2025

Philadelphia Art Commission
1515 Arch St., 13th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Re: Philadelphia Art Commission Proposal
Site Improvements to Mander Playground
Mander Playground, 2140 N 33" St.
Langan Project No.: 220104115

Dear Members of the Philadelphia Art Commission:

We look forward to presenting at your August 13" meeting where we will seek Administrative
Approval for our proposed site improvements at Mander Playground 2140 N 33™ St. The site
improvements are believed to be a valuable addition to Philadelphia's public and recreational
landscape, enhancing Strawberry Mansion and Fairmount Park’s play and gathering spaces.

The project involves recycling the existing play equipment, demolishing existing surface
conditions, and replacing the hardscape and play surfaces to accommodate the new playground
equipment and furnishings. The site disturbance is nearly the same square footage as the existing
conditions. No major areas will be disturbed that will not be enhanced. The playground will have
one area designated for ages 2-5 play that will include a small play tower with slides, musical
chimes and drums, and a swing set which will have 3 tot bucket seats and 1 accessible chair
seat. There will be an additional area dedicated to 5-12 year-old play which will include a larger
play tower with slides and a swing set with 4 seats. A seating patio is proposed along with a new
planting area, where ornamental shrubs and four small flowering trees will provide a beautified
welcome to the site and offer some shade for the new tables in the patio space. No existing
trees will be removed from the site. Additionally, the existing spray ground will have four new
post fixtures installed to enhance the area and match with the new playground theme.

The playground selection process involved two public community engagement meetings and an
online survey. The first meeting held on March 25, 2025, introduced the project to the community
and feedback was collected on the types of improvements and amenities they desired. This
feedback was developed into three concepts. At the second meeting, held on June 17, 2025,
these three playground design concepts were presented and the community then provided
feedback and voted on their preferred choice. To gather more feedback, an online survey was
distributed to Strawberry Mansion constituents. A final design was selected based on preferred
play equipment and color options, which is presented in this proposal. The City Council of
Philadelphia has sponsored this project with a total budget of $995,000.00. These funds were
allocated to the project by Council District 5.

Thank you for your time and consideration. The opportunity to discuss the proposal further and
answer any questions is appreciated.
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Contact Information:

Art Commission’s Decision:
Jane Anderson

1515 Arch Street, 11™ Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Jane.Anderson@phila.gov

Contact Person for Questions:
Ruth Penberthy
215-845-8902
rpenberthy@langan.com

NJ Certificate of Authorization No. 24GA27996400

Document6

Sincerely,
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, LLC

(’W{}W &W‘f’m

Carolyn Campbell
Senior Project Landscape Architect
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10. 42075701776, PANEL NO. 177 OF 230, LAST REVISED IANUARY 17, 2007.

NO FIELD SURVEYING WAS PERFORMED TO DETERMINE THIS ZONE AND AN ELEVATION CERTIFICATE,
SAY S8 WEEDED To VRIEY THS DETRAHMATION OR APPLY FOR A VARIANGE FROM TH FLRERAL
MERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGE)

PA ONE CALL NUMBERS:
20243611185, 20243611186, 20243611220, 20243611221, 20243611225,
20243611226, 20243611266, 20243611267, 20243611280, 20243611456

"CALL BEFORE YOU DIG"

PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF PERNSYLVANIA ACT 150 [2017), THE CONTRACTOR SHALL
CONTACT THE PENNSYLYANIA ONE CALL SYSTEM 1-800-242-1776, OR 811, 3 TG 10 WORKING DAYS
PRIOR TO EXCAVATION,

STOP! CALL!

COPYRIGHT 2025
THE ORIGINAL OF THIS DRAWING IS THE PROPERTY OF RODRIGUEZ CONSULTING, LLC. NO PART OF
THIS PLA Y B REPRODUCED, STORED 1 AN INFQRAMATION STORACE A1D RETRIEVAL SYSTEM, OR
TRANSMITTED IN ANY FORN, OR BY ANY MEANS, ELECTRICAL WECHANICAL, PHOTOCOPYING,
RECOROING O OTHERWSE WITHOUT PRIOR AT TEN PERMSSION O RGGRIGURE CONGULTIG LLE
COPYRIGHT 2024 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED - RODRIGUEZ CONSULTING LLC.
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1. PLAN MADE AS PER INSTRUCTIONS OF REC STERED OWNER:
LANGAN, CAROLTN CAMPBELL

1818 MARKET STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

TEL 215,845 8978

2. PROPERTY KNOWN AS: JOSEPH E. MANDER PLAYGROUND, EAST FAIRMOUNT PARK, 7140 NORTH
33RD STREET, PHILADELPHIA, P& 19121

3. ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE ZONING REQUIREMENTS IN THE PHILADELPHIA CODE AS AMENDED.
SUBJECT PROPERTY IS LOCATED WITHIN $P-PO-A RECREATION DISTRICT.

4. THE HORIZONTAL CONTROL NETWORK IS REFERENCED TO THE PENNSYLVANIA SOUTH ZONE STATE
PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, NORTH AMERICAN DATUM OF 1983 (NADS3).

5. THE YERTICAL CONTROL METWORK IS REFERENCED TO CTY OF PHILADELPHIA DATUM,

7. THIS BXISTING 15T URVEY

& OFFICIAL STREET WIDTHS ARE LISTED N DISTRICT FEET UMITS. N PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT
STANDARD MEASURE IS LSED TO DEFINE STREET WIDTS, PARTY LINES AND PROPERTY LINES IN EACH

9. UNLESS SPECIFICALLY STATED OR SHOWN HEREON TO THE CONTRARY, THIS SURVEY IS MADE
SUBJECT TO AND DOES NOT LOCATE OR DELINEATE
A BUILDING SETBACK LINES, Z0NING REGULATIONS O LINES ESTABLISHED BY ANY FEDERAL,
STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY WHICH MAY AFFECT THE BUILDING OR DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL OF
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.
B. ANY SUBSURFACE OR SUBTERRAKEAN CONDITION, SUBSURFACE LITILITIES, EASEMENTS OR
RIGHTS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIWTED TO, WNERAL OR MINING RIGHTS, OR THE LOCATION GF
OR RIGHTS TO ANY SUBSURFACE STRUCTURES, CONTAINERS OR FACILITIES OR ANY OTHER
NATURAL OR MAN-MADE SUBSURFACE CONDITION WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT AFFECT THE USE
QR DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.
10. PUBLIC LTILITIES WITHIN ADJACENT RIGHT OF WAYS ARE NOT WAPPED.
{1 ON SITE UTILTIES WERE AAPPED BY PEAX UTIUTY LOCATORS ON 12/31/2024, RODRIGUEZ
(OWN O SITE UTILITIES BASED ON THE SKETCH PROVIDED BY PEAK ITILITY LOLATORS, PREPARED
B THAMS WORNAN, DATED 12731 2024, PEAR J0B § 437070, SHEFT 1 OF
12. N SOME INSTANCES, UTILITIES ARE TAKEN FROM SURFACE DESERVATION OF THE SITE. UTILITIES
45 SHOWN ARE APPROXIMATE AND MAY OR MAY HOT 8E COMPLETE.
13. THE LOCATIONS OF ON SITE UTILITIES ARE APPROXIWATE, AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE COMPLETE,
‘THE HATURE AND EXACT LOCATION OF EXISTING UTILITIES SHOULD BE VERIFIED FRIOR T INITIATING
AN ACTIVITY THAT MAY AFFECT THEIR USE OR LOCATION.

14 COMPLETENESS OF LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITIES AND STRUCTURES IS NOT
GUARANTEED.

15, THIS SURVEY WAS PREPARED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A CURRENT OR COMPLETE TITLE REPORT
AND 15 NOT INTENDED T GUARANTEE OWNERSHIP, THERE MAY EXIST RIGHT-OF WAYS, EASEMENTS,
CONDEMNATIONS, OR OTHER ISSUES THAT #AY EFFECT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PARCEL.

16. WE ARE NOT EXPERTS N THE DETECTION AND/OR IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIALLY HAZARDOLS
SOILS AND SUBSTANCES; THEREFORE, THIS PLAN DOES NOT PURPORT TO LOCATE OR REVEAL SAME.

17. VAULTS, IF ANY, BELOW SURFACE NOT SHOWN HEREON

18, OMLY COPIES FROM THE ORGHUL OF THS PLAN, CLEANLY WARKED WITH APPACPATE
PROFESSIONAL HALL BE CONSIDERED TO BE VALID COPIES. THIS CORPORATION AND/OR ITS
AL GYERE ARE O L BLE FOR ERRORS 08 WSS RESL TS FROM THIE CONDTION.

19. THIS PLAN DOES NOT SHOW, OR INTEND TO SHOW, ANY NOM-RECORDED EASEMENTS OR
RIGHT-OF WAY.
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LAND SURVEYOR €

DAVID V. SPELLMAN, PLS

Land Surveying
Civil Engineering
Land Development
Water Management
Digital Mapping

rodriguez

ENGINEERS * SURVEYORS * GIS

100 W. Oxford Street, Suite E-3100
Philadelphia, PA 19122
Phone: (215) 587-1931
Fax: {877) 839-6975
www.rodriguez. biz
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Drwn/Chk By: P /MM.J/D.S.

Municipality: CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

Ward: 38

County: PHILADELPHIA

State: PENNSYLVANIA

Scale: 1°<20°

Project Number: LANGAN-2024-001

File Name: LANGAN.2024-001. dwg

Field Date: 12/31/2024

Completed: 02/20/2025
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Navy Ya
with his family

CAPITAL PROGRAM OFFICE

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

JOSEPH E. MANDER, SR,

Joseph E. Mander, Sr. loved children and fishing
in Fairmount Park. His two loves tragically came
together on May 4, 1952, when he visited his
favorite fishing spot near the Strawberry Mansion
Bridge. Nearby, two young boys, Paul Waxman
and Milton Levine, played with a toy boat at the

. river’s edge. Suddenly, 7-year-old Paul slipped and

fell into the Schuylkill. Joseph dove into the fast

flowing water and swam to save the boy. Sadly,

the current proved too strong for Joseph and Paul,
1d both drowned.

Will you turn those fingers that point to say,
“That's where a hero died"

hack to yourselves--point to your hearts saying,
"But this is where he lives!"

1911—1952
Joseph’s sacrifice touched many Philadelphians.
He left behind three children and a pregnant
wife. Paul’s neighbors in the mainly Jewish
Strawberry Mansion neighborhood were very
moved by Joseph’s selfless act. They bought his
family a house in West Philadelphia in gratitude.
Local poet Sarah E. Wright memorialized
the event in a poem. She urged everyone to
be a “living” monument to Joseph and called
atténtion to the racial segregation of the time.

Excerpt from “To Some Millions Who Survive Joseph E. Mander Sr” by Sarah E-Wright

The Strawberry Mansion Council of Bloct

campaigned to have this playground n:

i -
R S o A

“| had no idea the response of the people
would be so great” wrote Joseph's
wife, Thelma. Here she is pictured with
her three children as they met with
neighborhood, city and banking officials
to discuss donations made to

Hanna is pictured here (2nd row, on right) wa)
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EXISTING BACKLESS BENCHES TO
REMAIN AND BE REINSTALLED AFTER
DEMOLITION

SPRAY PARK TO BE REPAINTED (TYP.)

SPRAY PARK FIXTURE POST TO BE
REPLACED (TYP. OF 4)

EXISTING LANDSCAPE BEDS TO RECEIVE NEW
MULCH (TYP.)

By
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POURED IN PLACE
SAFETY SURFACE, 2 COLORS (2,320 SF) (TYP.)

6" FLUSH CONCRETE CURB
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CONCRETE SAW CUT (TYP.)
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DIAMOND DRIVE
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