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Ronald J. Patterson
Direct Dial: 215-569-4585
Email: RPatterson@klehr.com

July 2, 2025

As revised July 7, 2025
VIA Email:  alex.smith@phila.gov
Alex M. Smith
Director of the Philadelphia Art Commission
Art and Design Division Manager
Philadelphia City Planning Commission
One Parkway Building 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

 Re:     Avenue of the Arts – S. Broad Street Median Submission 
Proposed Median Development 

            300 block of Broad Street, between Pine Street and Spruce Street
 

Dear Alex:

We represent Avenue of the Arts, Inc. (AIA) in connection with its proposed 
beautification of and upgrades to the aesthetics of South Broad Street.

As we discussed, I understand that you have seen some of AIA’s plans of the overall 
project to beautify the South Broad Street corridor.  AIA is undertaking this significant 
placemaking project along South Broad Street to revitalize the Avenue of Philadelphia’s “Main 
Street”. The project is planned to eventually include the 10 blocks along South Broad Street 
running from City Hall to Washington Avenue. 

Please accept this submission as an Application as part of the Phase 1-A Median pilot 
project to reconstruct the medium and to install plantings, sculpture and lighting upgrades to the 
center Broad Street median on the block between Spruce and Pine Streets. Specifically, this 
Phase 1-A includes:

1. Complete renovation of the Broad Street median located between Spruce and Pine 
Streets, located in front of The Kimmel Center and University of the Arts.  Renovations 
will include demolishing the existing median and installing new concrete footings, metal 
planter walls, raised granite curbs, and cobblestone pavers.

2. Installation of a new irrigation system.
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3. Installation of new electrical infrastructure for future lighting of the plants, trees, and 
future sculpture.

4. Upgrading of the landscaping throughout the length of the median to include fall and 
spring season plantings and trees.

5. Creation of a pedestal for a future art sculpture.1

 Concurrent with this Application, we had filed Application #SR-2025-029368 with the 
Philadelphia Streets Department to request the Department to prepare the appropriate City 
Council Legislation that is needed to approve the physical encroachments of the lighting 
associated with this median project phase.  District Councilman Mark Squilla will sponsor and 
support the needed Ordinance Bill.  See Councilman Squilla’s attached letter, dated May 27, 
2025.

In support of this submission, I am attaching the following documents:

1. Median Upgrade Design package, entitled “AvArts”, prepared by Gensler et al, dated 
July 2, 2025, consisting of 11 pages, as revised July 3, 2025. The sculpture depicted is 
for context an reference only

2. Councilman Mark Squilla’s Ordinance Request Letter, dated May 27, 2025.

To summarize, this Application is only for the median work between Pine and Spruce 
Streets, encompassing new planting, new curbs/planter walls, conduits for the electrical power, 
and irrigation.   This Application does not include and seek approval for the following items for 
which we will apply later by separate submission:

1. Statue/sculpture artwork
2. Concrete base/platforms for sculptural artwork 
3. Art components
4. Lighting
5. Sidewalk adjacent work, including plantings, curb changes, etc.
6. Improvements to other block locations along South Broad Street.

1 Neither the art nor artist has been selected.  That selection process will require coordination with the Art 
Commission.
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When we last discussed this project, you indicated that review of this Application could 
be performed at staff level.  However, in the event that would no longer be the case once you 
have reviewed this submission, could you please then schedule this Application on the next 
available Commission meeting agenda scheduled for July 9, 2025.  Thank you, and please 
contact me if you have any questions or if you need any additional information.

Very truly yours,

Ronald J. Patterson
RJP/kmm
Enclosures
cc:  Katherine Liss



Pilot Block - Arts Commission Review
August 13th, 2025



Agenda 1. Project Schedule
2. Site Design
3. Design Details



D U R A T I O N

Permitting and 
Approvals 6 months

On Site 
Construction 6 months
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PERMITTING AND 
APPROVALS

ANTICIPATED 
DURATION 
SPRING 2025 
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2025 
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WINDOW
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SUMMER 2026
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Site Context

PROJECT SITE



Existing Site Plan
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Existing & Proposed Conditions

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
LOOKING SOUTH

PROPOSED CONDITIONS 
LOOKING SOUTH



Median Intervention Goals

ELEVATED PLANTER AND LANDSCAPE

OPPORTUNITIES TO HIGHLIGHT ARTROBUST PLANTING INTERVENTIONS



Art opportunities within median 
planter

Vehicular rated barrierArt opportunities within median 
planter

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope

PHASE 1A

PHASE 1B

PHASE 1B

PHASE 1A

Proposed Site Plan



Proposed Site Plan - Phase 1A
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AXONOMETRIC VIEW @ MEDIAN END TYPICAL SECTION VIEW

Metal planter edge top

Granite planter edge base

Concrete foundations

Support for future proposed 
artwork

Sloped wall and curb transition

Design Details
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Concrete foundation

Granite planter edge base

Metal planter edge top

Roadway paving

Amended planting soil

Proposed tree and landscaped area
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Material Selection

GRANITE BLOCK 

1972 W. 2425 S.
WOODS CROSS, UT 84087
801.936.0499
Info@ore.design

REVISION DATE:  8/14/2023

ORE FINISH SPECIFICATION SHEET

POWDER CHARACTERISTICS POWDER PROPERTIES

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES

ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING

KEY FEATURES:

GLOSS KEY:

 • Matte. Levels 0-10. A matte gloss, also known as “flat,”  
 gloss has almost no shine to it.

 • Satin. Levels 20-40. A satin gloss is less two-dimensional  
 than the matte gloss but doesn’t have a clear reflective.

 • Medium Gloss. Levels 40-60. A medium gloss is a little  
 more reflective.

 • Full Gloss. Levels 80 or higher.

ORE finish samples are for visual evaluation. As with all finishes, slight 
variation in color, tone, and gloss may vary.

ARCHITECTURAL DARK BRONZE

Architectural Dark Bronze is a super durable polyester platform 
formulated to meet AAMA 2604 specifications and take polyester 
performance characteristics to the next level specific to exterior 
durability, chemical and corrosion resistance.

Specific Gravity  ASTM D5965 1.36 +/- 0.05
Theoretical Coverage   140.9 sq. ft./lb/mil
Particle Size Distribution (D90)  85 - 100 microns
Shelf Life    12 months
Film Thickness   2.0 - 3.0 mils
60° Gloss    3-5 gloss level
PCI Smoothness   6 minimum
Cure Schedule (Metal Temperature) 10 minutes @ 400℉

Pencil Hardness ASTM D3363 H - 2H
Flexibility  ASTM D522 1/8 in.
Direct Impact ASTM D2794 20 in.-lb.

Salt Spray   ASTM B117 3000 hours
Humidity   ASTM D2247 3000 hours
Dry Adhesion  ASTM D3359 5B
Wet Adhesion  ASTM D3359 5B
Boiling Water Adhesion ASTM D3359 5B
Substrate     Alodine 600

 • Superior exterior TGIC polyester.
 • Meets AAMA 2604 specifications.
 • Excellent film and performance properties

135 - 1161   |   AAMA 2604

ARCHITECTURAL DARK 
BRONZE



Tree species include 
Linden, Red Maple, and 

Serviceberry

Single face barrier 
meeting PennDOT design 

requirements

Artwork opportunity, 
placeholder for the 
purpose of clarity

Granite curb transition 
to granite wall

Groundcover layer 
includes flowering shrubs 

and perennials

Metal planter edge 
integrated with granite wall

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

PROJECT SCOPE

Perspective View Looking North



Granite cobble pavers 
and flush curb to replace 

painted lane markings
PROJE

CT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Perspective View Looking North



PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Perspective View Looking North



Bird’s Eye View Looking North

PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date



Thank You



Planting Plan



Planting Plan



Planting Schedule



Irrigation Plan



Lighting Plan



Lighting Details



PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Bird’s Eye Facing Kimmel CenterBird’s Eye Facing Kimmel Center



PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Bird’s Eye Facing Arthaus



PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Bird’s Eye Facing Hamilton Hall



PROJECT SCOPE

Sidewalk modifications and 
plantings not in scope and 

proposed for later date

Bird’s Eye Facing Anderson Hall
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