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Charity Water Rates and Charges Program 
APPLICATION 
The Water Department offers a 25% discount on water charges to qualified non-profit organizations including charities, churches, 

non-profit hospitals, schools, and universities. This discount only applies to properties used directly to serve or further the mission of 

the organization. 

 

All fields are required. 

1. Application information 
 

Name of 

Organization 

   Date:   

         

Property 

Address: 

   Phone:   

  Street address Apt/Unit #     

    Email:    

  City State Zip Code     

Contact 

Person: 

     Phone:   

  Name    Email:   

 

Organization Mailing Address: (if different from Property Address) 

   

  Street address Apt/Unit # 

   

  City State Zip Code 

 

 

Preferred method of communication:    ☐ Email  ☐ Phone  ☐ Mail 

2. About the Property 
 

Does your property have a water meter?  Yes ☐ No ☐  If you answered “No” (or you aren’t sure), you may be 

required to install a water meter. Contact the Meter 

Shop for more information.  

 

Your property may not need a water meter if, for 

example, the address is a field or parking lot.  

   

Do people live on the property?  Yes ☐ No ☐  If yes, how many?   

   

If people live on the property, do they pay 

rent? 

 Yes ☐ No ☐     
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3. About the Organization 

Purpose, or mission of 

the Organization 

   

 

How does your property advance the religious, educational, and/or charitable purpose(s) of your organization? 

 

 

 

Is the organization recognized as a “purely 

public charity” by the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania? 

 Yes ☐ No ☐  If yes, include a copy of your registration 

documentation.  

 

If you answered “No” (or you aren’t sure), provide the 

additional information in section 4 of this application. 

   

Is the property a school?  Yes ☐ No ☐  If you answered “Yes,” please attach proof of either (1) 

your organization’s establishment as a public or 

accredited school within the City of Philadelphia, or (2) 

registration or licensure as a nonpublic or private school 

with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

To qualify as a school, your organization must serve 

kindergarten through the 12th grade, or some 

combination. Other educational organizations may still 

qualify, but as a nonprofit.  

   

Is the property a place of religious worship?  Yes ☐ No ☐  If you answered “Yes,” please attach proof that your 

property is primarily used directly for religious worship.   

 

The discount does not apply to parish houses, 

secondary buildings, parking lots, or other properties 

that are not directly used for religious worship. 
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4. Additional information (only required if your organization is not recognized 

by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a purely public charity, a school or 
a place of religious worship) 

Even if the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania does not recognize your organization as a “purely public charity,” you may still qualify for 

the Charity Water Discount. Please attach additional pages if necessary. 

 

Answer the following questions if the property is NOT a school or a direct place of religious worship: 

1. Does your organization operate entirely free from profit? If no, please explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain how your organization donates or provides a substantial portion of its services for free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Is your organization open to the public, or does it have an open admission policy, at the property address listed above? If 

not, explain why.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of one (1) of the following documents and submit it with this application: 

 

• State or federal tax documentation indicating charitable status; or 

• Corporate formation documents; or 

• Certification of charitable status by another state.  
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5. Prevailing Wage Requirements 

 

Participation in the Charity Water Discount program is considered "financial assistance" pursuant to the provisions of Section 17-

107(12) of The Philadelphia Code.  This means that your organization is required to pay employees a prevailing wage.  A prevailing 

wage is at or above 150% of the current Pennsylvania minimum wage.  

 

I hereby certify that my organization meets the requirements of Section 17-107(12)(b) to the extent that it is applicable to my 

organization’s receipt of the charity discount rates.  

 

Signature:    Date:   

 

 

 

6. Signature 
 I confirm that there are no Water Department or License and Inspection violations on the property. 

 I confirm that my organization is either the owner of the property or an authorized occupant or tenant of the property.  

 I confirm that my organization has fulfilled any tax obligations and is in good standing with the Philadelphia Department of 

Revenue.  

 

By signing below, I certify that the statements contained in this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. I understand that if I knowingly make any false statement herein, I am subject to penalties as ordered by law. 

 

Authorized Signature:    Date:   

Title or affiliation with 

the organization 
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