
ADDRESS: 1208 SAINT JAMES ST
Proposal: Replace front entry door
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Sarah Brufke
Applicant: Sarah Brufke
History: c. 1870
Individual Designation: None
District Designation: Washington Square West Historic District, Contributing, 9/13/2024
Staff Contact: Alex Till, alexander.till@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes to replace the front door of 1208 Saint James Street, a 
property built circa 1870 and classified as Contributing to the Washington Square West Historic 
District. The existing front door appears to be a non-original wood replacement. The application
seeks to replace the current front door, owing to its deteriorating condition, with a six-panel 
fiberglass replacement and additionally proposes to repair or replace a portion of the existing 
door frame while preserving the existing transom. The proposed door is a stock size that will 
likely not fit the current opening without modifications.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Replace non-historic wood door with fiberglass six-panel door.
Repair or replace door frame.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.
o The proposed fiberglass six-panel door does not match the old in design, texture, or 

materials. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends denial of the proposed door replacement due 
to incompleteness, but potential approval of a door that closely approximates the dimensions 
and detailing of an appropriate historic door, pursuant to Standard 6.

Current door:







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 














