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BARTRAM’S GARDEN

Playful Learning And Community Space at Bartram’s Garden

Community Farm

Admin Building

Bartram House





SITE CONDITIONS

A large green space located next to the community 
garden that is used for youth education, programming 
and events, and community gatherings.

-Site dips down around 4 degrees from the top of the hill and the edge of 
the road.

-There is a Colonial gas line going through the site, from the top of the 
hill down. The installation needs to be 5’ from the pipe.

-The site has three large trees in the space already that cast shade 
throughout the day. One tree has a swing that is added to it seasonally. 

-There are railroad tracks to the side of the site blocked off by shrubs.
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ACTIVITY SPACES

Playful Learning At Bartram’s Garden

1. Frog structure
2. Lotus flower sitting area
3. Gathering space
4. Lily pad platforms
5. Paper boat and wave paths
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Large Structures



BOAT DIGGING AREA

A place to dig, run, climb, and play.

The front/beginning of the playful learning space, where this structure is 
situated, is the highest point of the playground. The wave path and boat 
will serve as an enticing initial visual point for those at the top of the hill 
coming down. The boat will have a mixture of sand and dirt, with hidden 
artifacts and items at the bottom to serve as a sensory play area. The 
waves connected to the bow of the ship will serve as an active and 
imaginary play hub. 



FROGGY STRUCTURE

A place to learn about frogs while travelling through 
one.

The froggy structure will serve as both an area for active play and a spot 
to learn/observe. Prompts along the inside and outside of the frog will 
serve as playful learning hubs for kids interacting with the structure. 



LOTUS FLOWER

A place to relax and gather with friends.

The hug space created by the lotus flower petals creates an area for 
people to climb in and gather with friends. 



LILY PAD HOPPING PLATFORMS

A place to jump and learn or sit and relax.

Situated towards the middle of the playful learning landscape, the lily 
pad and cat tail area serves as an active bridge between the boat, frog, 
and lotus flower. The platforms are large enough for people to use them 
as a place to sit and relax or jump and play.

The highest lily pad is 27 inches off the ground.
The lowest lily pad is 6 inches off the ground.



HDPE

colorful, environmentally stabilized high-density polyethylene sheet.

EXTIRA

Treated wood composite panel designed for exterior use and high moisture 
environments.

WOOD CHIPS

Engineered wood fiber is an organic safety surfacing product recommended 
for use on playground areas. It is spun from the inside of trees, not the bark. 
It’s compliant with special needs guidelines because it packs down into a 
smooth surface.



GROUND BEAMS

Large play structures will be tied together with 4”x4” beams that will be dry 
set into the ground.





WOOD CHIPS

The play area will be covered with a 9” deep layer of wood chips on top of a 
layer of landscaping fabric. The wood chips will be contained with logs and 
4”x6” pressure treated wood beams place along the perimeter of the area.

Logs

PT 
beams



DECKING ASSEMBLY

Large play structures will be made up of painted cedar or thermally modified 
slats screwed into sheets of extira using exterior-grade deck screws.
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