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Civic Design Review Key Recommendations to Guide Second Submission 

Licenses and Inspections Application Number: ZP-2024-010741 

Project Address and/or Title: 6225 Germantown Avenue 

Response to Comments, 5/29/25 

 

Registered Community Organization Comments (59th Democratic Ward RCO) 

1 Billboard is a distraction to the culture of the corridor. 

2 Work with the community to make the project align with the culture of the 

neighborhood. 

3 The building’s height could impact light and air access to the surrounding 

structures. Consider reducing the number of stories. 

Site Design Comments (including Complete Streets) 

4 There are small gestures that can really make this project shine like an awning 

for the front entrance. 

An Awning was added to the ground level main entry 

5 The sidewalk and driveway into the building is unwelcoming and narrow. 

• Design the driveway as a shared pedestrian and auto space. 

• It could be used to manage stormwater. 

• Reconsider the fence along the property line. It is adding to the 

unwelcome nature of the entrance. 

Fencing was revised to have a warmer and more welcoming look. Points were removed from the 
fencing and hanging planters were added to the fence to create a warmer look.  

The driveway is part of the stormwater management and will utilize porous paving blocks, which will 
have a more ornate look and a lighter grey coloring unlink black asphalt. The rendering is updated to 
show this change.  

6 There are concerns with the driveway entrance into the garage. There are 

multiple blind spots and conflict points. 

Revisions have been made to the entry since the original zoning design with a softened angle when 
first entering the building to create a wider visual path for pedestrians and vehicles.  

7 There are concerns with loading, deliveries, and trash removal with the current 



site design. 

8 Consider moving the bike parking closer to the lobby. 

The bike room was moved from the rear of the garage to the middle, but needed to account for 
mechanical room constraints, preventing it from being brought closer to the entrance.  

9 Can the billboard be removed entirely? If not , can it be relocated to allow for 

more pedestrian space? 

It cannot be relocated and has a long term lease with the billboard company with Clearchannel.  

• One of the two billboard faces billboards is not used. Can it be used as a 

public art amenity? 

10 Add walkway indicators in the garage for pedestrian safety 

11 The rear green yard green space is underutilized in the current design. Consider 

making it more of an amenity for residents. 

 

Building Design Comments 

12 Use higher quality materials for all facades. 

13 Consider ways to make to front facade to have more hierarchy. 

Changes were made to the front façade to highlight the commercial retail space with paneling and 
brick and stone.  

14 The angled elements along the facade seem like it will make for odd conditions in 

the residential units. 

15 The retail space does not seem like it is viable. It is accessed by a shared lobby 

and is quite confusing for an entrance. Explore ways to resolve this. 

16 The egress options from the building seem unresolved. 

17 The green roof could be a building amenity and a green space that the residents 

could use. 

We cannot offer the roof with an amenity deck as it would force us out of compliance with PWD 
stormwater requirements.  

Sustainability Comments 

18 Consider adding solar panels. 

The roof needs to be fully exposed for stormwater management compliance.  
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