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FAQ: 
What are the significant changes between the 2018 and 2021 

International Existing Building Code (IEBC)? 

This document includes a summary of significant changes to the 2021 
International Existing Building Code (IEBC) and includes the PA Uniform 
Construction Code Review and Advisory Council (RAC) Report Amendments. This 
document also provides further information for the identified code changes.  

Disclaimer: This document shall be utilized as guidance only. The design 
professional is responsible for reviewing the provisions of the International Codes, 
associated reference Standards, and the directives of the PA Department of Labor 
and Industry. The Department of Licenses and Inspections may only render a 
decision in response to a formal application for a construction permit or 
preliminary review. 

Summary of changes between the 2018 and 2021 International Existing Building 
Code (IEBC): 

(Items marked with an asterisk (*) are identified as major code changes) 

Chapters 1 through 16: 
• Section 303- Storm Shelters
• Section 306.7- Accessible Toilet and Bathing Rooms
• Sections 307 / 308- Smoke Alarms and CO Detection
• Section 309- Exterior Wall Coverings and Envelopes
• Section 405.2.4- Snow Loads and Substantial Damage
• Section 503.4- Roof Equipment Dead Load *
• Sections 503.12 / 706.3.2- Roof Diaphragm Wind Loads
• Sections 503.17 / 704.3- Locking in Educational Occupancies
• Sections 506.4 / 1011.5.1/ 1011.5.6- Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings *
• Sections 506.5.3 / 1006.3- Change of Occupancy from Group S or U
• Sections 603.1 / 704.3/ 801.3- Furniture and Equipment
• Section 704.1.1- Seating in Nursing Home Corridors
• Sections 803.2.2 / 803.2.3 / 803.2.5- Sprinklers and Level 2 Alterations *
• Sections 904.1.4 / 904.1.5 / 904.1.6 / 904.1.7- Sprinklers and Level 3 Alterations *
• Sections 1002.1 / 1002.2- Special Uses and Incidental Uses *
• Sections 1011.1 / 1011.2- Change of Occupancy Applicability *
• Chapter 11 Additions
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Summary of changes between the 2018 and 2021 International Existing Building 
Code (IEBC): 

 

• Section 303 requirements for storm shelters have been relocated to Chapter 3 and the required 
occupant capacity is now limited to the total occupant load of the classrooms, vocational rooms and 
offices in the school. The maximum distance of travel has been deleted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Section 306.7 clarifies the requirements for accessible bathing rooms and toilet rooms.  
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• Sections 307 / 308 revise the CO requirements to recognize the use of both CO alarms and CO detection 

systems and relocated the requirements for smoke alarms and CO alarms to Chapter 3 to apply to all 
three methods.  [Note that the Philadelphia Fire Code should be reviewed for all applicable local 
modifications pertaining to fire alarms and carbon monoxide detection for Group R and I-1 occupancies.] 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Section 309 requires buildings to comply with the requirements of Chapters 14 and 26 of the IBC when 
significant portions of a building’s exterior wall coverings or exterior wall envelopes are added or 
replaced. 
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• Section 405.2.4 requires snow loads be addressed for the repair of substantial structural damage 
regardless of whether the damage was a result of snow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Section 503.4 now permits the addition of equipment to the roof without a full structural analysis when 
both the proposed roof top equipment weighs less than 400 pounds and is less than 10 percent of the 
total roof dead load. 
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• Sections 503.12 / 706.3.2 relax the requirements of these sections, so the evaluation of wind loads for 

re-roofing and removal of roofing materials is now only required when the ultimate design wind speed 
is greater than 130 mph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Sections 503.17 / 704.3 reference the IBC to provide special allowances for educational opportunities 
with regard to door lock mechanisms to address enhanced security measures during emergency events. 
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• Sections 506.4 / 1011.5.1 / 1011.5.6 add allowances during a change of occupancy to use modified 

replacement window requirements for the installation of emergency escape and rescue openings. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sections 506.5.3 / 1006.3 add a seismic design upgrade threshold when changing from Group S or U 
occupancy to another occupancy, allowing for use of reduced seismic design loads based off ASCE 41-17 
for Seismic Evaluation and Retrofit of Existing Buildings. 
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• Sections 603.1 / 704 / 801.3 exempt furniture, such as office cubicles, reception desks, and small 
bookcases, from a permit and is not intended to be a Level 2 alteration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Section 704.1.1 allow projections into the corridor within nursing homes under certain conditions, with 
reference to IBC Section 407.4.3. 
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• Sections 803.2.2/ 803.2.3/ 803.2.5 revise Level 2 alteration sprinkler requirements for buildings and 

areas with higher hazard or risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sections 904.1.4 / 904.1.5 / 904.1.6 / 904.1.7 clarify required systems based on the specific occupancy 
and location of the work area by adding sprinkler requirements for Level 3 alterations, to include 
windowless stories and Group I-2 occupancies. 
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• Sections 1002.1 / 1002.2 / 1002.3 have been revised to provide a general reference to IBC Chapter 4 for 

special uses, to require compliance with incidental uses in accordance with Section 509 of the IBC, and 
to provide specific requirements for Group I-2 and I-1 occupancies undergoing a change of occupancy. 
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• Sections 1011.1 / 1011.2 have been revised not to require a change of occupancy without alterations to 
comply with all IEBC Level 1, 2, and 3 Alteration requirements under the work area method, and clarifies 
the extent of the automatic sprinkler installation.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Chapter 11 Additions was adopted without the inclusion of Section 1106 Storm Shelters. This section 
was not adopted/excluded as a part of the 2018 Pennsylvania 2018 IEBC adoption. The national language 
was not modified in 2021 code, and as such, is again not adopted/excluded in the current Pennsylvania 
2021 IEBC. 


