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June 26, 2024

Alex Smith

Philadelphia Art Commission
City of Philadelphia

1515 Arch Street
Philadelphia PA 19102

RE: SEPTA South Broad ADA Improvements — Chinatown Station

Dear Alex,

Jacobs has been contracted by SEPTA to provide architectural design and engineering services at the
Chinatown station on South Broad Street Spur to improve ADA accessibility. On behalf of SEPTA, Jacobs
respectfully requests the Art Commission's review of SEPTA's Chinatown ADA Improvements Project. This
submission includes the following station and location:

- Chinatown Station
800 Race Street,
Philadelphia, PA

Presently, the SEPTA Chinatown Station is not ADA compliant. The station has one existing headhouse
serving as the main entrance, with two stairs — one for each side platform — Northbound and Southbound.
The station also has two existing exit only stair headhouses located in the middle of an existing parking
lot, one for each side platform Northbound and Southbound.

The primary existing entrance headhouse is located on the NW corner of Race and 8™ streets and faces the
intersection. The major component of the proposed ADA improvements is the removal of the existing
headhouse, and replacement with an enlarged headhouse to include two larger width stairs and two ADA
elevators — one each from secure paid fare area of street level down to each side platform level.

The elevator entrances face the new stairs to share a landing down on the platform level. This also allows
any elevator queuing to occur parallel to the tracks instead of towards the tracks. Existing ventilation
shafts in the parking lot are to be raised 6" to avoid entry of rainwater and any automobile fuel leaks into
the vent shafts. The metal grating will also be replaced with ADA compliant grating. This project will also
implement SEPTA's system-wide recently redesigned signage and wayfinding standards, including ADA
compliant requirements.

Chinatown station does not currently include any items listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic
Places.

The exterior of the proposed headhouse is to be clad in glazed brick veneer in soldier coursing. Selected
areas of the brick will also step out 3/4" in patterns of vertical courses. All glass at pedestrian level is solid
glass block 4"x8" in stacked coursing. The glazed brick provides a metal like radiance and changes
throughout the day.

The roof opens upward at a steeper slope towards the SE corner of a clerestory glass window to bring
additional light into the station and to emphasize the green roofs installed on the station. An 8" deep
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