
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 29, 2024 
Via E‐mail 

 
 
Rebuild Project:   Piccoli Playground   
      1501 East Bristol Street, Philadelphia, PA 19124 
 
Project User:     Community Ventures 
 
 
Re: Final Construction Approval from the Art Commission 
 
To the Art Commission Members: 
 
Community Ventures, the project user for the Rebuild Piccoli Playground project referenced above, is 
submitting this letter for your consideration to review the design of the Piccoli Playground Project during 
the scheduled Art Commission Meeting on June 12, 2024. This letter is preceding the presentation 
package which will be submitted on June 05, 2024. 

This project was presented for review during the January 2024 Art Commission Meeting and received 
conceptual approval. The Commission recommended the design team explore adding more trees around 
the newly paved area painted areas, a tree protection plan, human‐scaled lighting, benches and 
bleachers.  

 The design team has taken all but one of the Commission’s recommendations and has updated the 
renderings to reflect the changes.  The bleachers were not added as a permanent fixture on the courts 
but would be rolled out as necessary per Philadelphia Parks & Recreations direction.  

Through the Rebuild process, the project includes an allocation for a Percent for Arts intervention. 
Community Ventures and the Percent for Arts facilitator have been in communication throughout the 
design and engagement process to date.  

For all communication regarding decisions by the commission and questions, please contact: 

Linda To 
Development Project Manager 
Community Ventures  
1501 Cherry Street 



Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215.564.6004 ext 103  
lto@community‐ventures.org 

 
In addition, please include Andrea Haynes, the project manager/landscape architect, for all 
communications which include questions about the project: 

 
Andrea Haynes 
Project Manager/Landscape Architect 
Studio Sustena 
215.247.8784 
ahaynes@studio‐sustena.com 

 
We look forward to discussing and receiving your feedback. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions in the meantime. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Linda L. To 
Development Project Manager 
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Due to the City’s volume of current Percent for Art 
projects that are underway, the timeline for this 
future Percent for Art project is still being 
determined with OACCE and Rebuild. As such, 
planning activities for the public artwork may not 
begin prior to December 2024.

The Piccoli Playground Percent for Art opportunity 
will create a beautiful and enduring work of public 
art that is permanent, site-specific, and reflects the 
culture, values, and diversity of the Juniata Park/ 
Feltonville community in North Philadelphia. The 
Art budget will be at least 1% of the total project 
budget in keeping with the City’s Percent for Art 
guidelines



PICCOLI PLAYGROUND
ART COMMISSION | FINAL REVIEW | JUNE 2024SITE LOCATION 



PICCOLI PLAYGROUND
ART COMMISSION | FINAL REVIEW | JUNE 2024Community Engagement Summary

August 2022 – Focus Group 01: Understanding needs and desires of Juniata Park community
Feedback: Building Upgrade - roof, mechanical systems and more activity rooms. Outdoor Upgrades – seating areas, skateboard or bike track area, 
basketball court, spray ground, shaded areas, and safety. 

October 2022 – Focus Group 02: Feed back from community representatives on proposed building and landscape
Feedback: Overall building renovation and landscape design is acceptable, but community members demanded transparency on funding allocations and 
desire for new building. 

February 2023 – Community Event 01: Community vote on proposed landscape furnishings, plantings and themes
Feedback: Concern over adult equipment - intergeneration play is not wanted. Community members reiterated their desire for a new building

November 2023 – Focus Group 03
Feedback: Proposed scope and program is approved by group. 

December 2023 – Community Event 02: Community vote on design
Focus: Discussion of new proposed scope
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What We Heard.
• SAFETY
• BIKE TRACK
• GATHERING SPACES
• BASKETBALL COURTS
• VOLLEYBALL COURTS



Existing Sports Courts & Pool Entry

• A – existing field hockey court
• B – existing tennis courts
• C – existing asphalt 
• D – existing tot lot

Pool Entrance

Sport Courts

Basketball 
courts

A
B

C

D



PICCOLI PLAYGROUND
ART COMMISSION | FINAL REVIEW | JUNE 2024

Basketball & Tennis Courts

Existing Conditions

A B
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Existing Pool Entrance & Tot Lot

Existing Conditions

DC
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Existing Tree Pits

Existing Conditions
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Existing Lighting

Existing Conditions
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Painted Games

Painted Bike Track

Resurfaced & Repainted Courts: 
1 Volleyball Court and
1 Multicourt (Volleyball/Mini Pitch Soccer)

Construction Budget: $1,000,000 
including $220,000 from State Grant

Ex. Tree, typ.

Resurfaced and Repainted Courts: 
2 Full Court Basketball
2 Half Court Basketball

New Picnic Area & 
ADA Path to Pool

Proposed Trees to Shade 
Courts
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Tree Protection Fence, typ.

Ex. Tree to Remain, typ.
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Proposed Light, typ.

Proposed Light
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New Picnic Area

Resurfaced 
Basketball Courts:
2 Full Courts, 2 Half 
Court

Resurfaced Courts:
1 Volleyball Court and 1 Multicourt
(Volleyball/Mini Pitch Soccer)

Painted Games
Painted Bike Track

New Picnic Area

New ADA Path to Pool

Entrance Gate to Pool
Existing Pool

New Planting Bed

Courtside 
Benches, typ.

Existing Playground 
Areas to Remain
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Bright Painted 
Border and Low 
Fence Separate 

Uses

Trees Provide 
Shaded Seating 

for Caregivers

Slalom Course

Advanced Track: 
Narrower Dark Blue for 
Maneuvering 
Challenge

Rumble Strips

Learners Track: All 
Blue Tracks for 
Younger Riders

Benches
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Four Square

Hopscotch

Tag & Dodgeball

Mirror Me New Planting Bed

New Trees

New Benches
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Existing 
Pool

Pedestrian Scale 
Lighting

Picnic Area

Shade Tree, typ.

Understory Tree, typ.

New ADA Compliant 
Asphalt Path

Tree Line Provides 
Separation From 
Adjacent Ball Fields
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
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THANK YOU!
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