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Dear Sirs,

Thanks to this committee once again for allowing the near neighbors to voice our concerns
regarding the planned addition to 627 N. 16th Street. I would also like to thank the developers
for agreeing to the alterations they have made thus far. I believe the addition they are currently
proposing is more in keeping with the size and scale of the other properties on the block.
While improved, I believe there are two elements which still require further adjustment. Our
block is made up of pairs of homes in a traditional Philadelphia style with wider front sections
and narrower rear sections facing what would be their “pair” and providing for a side yard
between the paired narrowed rear sections. The advantage of this is that both houses in the
paired configuration have side windows facing the paired side yards allowing for light and air
for both. The current plans address the concerns regarding the view of the addition from the
south (Wallace Street) point of view and place the windows on this side of the addition and a
blank wall facing the paired house at 629. I am concerned that while not previously mentioned
to the committee or the developer, the owner of the property at 625 (corner of Wallace and
16th) has a similar plan to build an extension on the back of his property which is an end-
property and as such has no” pair”. I would suggest that if the developer at 627 were to “flip”
the orientation of his addition there would be benefit to all three properties (625,627, and 629).
The property at 627 could enjoy the light and air benefit of windows facing 629 and not install
windows which at some point may face an addition at 625. The property at 629 would not
have their side windows facing a large blank wall closer than normal for the block and the
property at 625 would be able to focus any future addition on the view facing Wallace Street.
My second area of concern remains the façade material of the addition which would ideally be
brick to match the front section and the rear sections of the immediate neighbors. Thank  you
for your time and consideration,
Andrew Wasserman
633 N. 16th Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
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May 24, 2024 

Comments RE: 627 N 16th St 

For the Philadelphia Historical Commission Architectural Committee meeting 5/28/2024 

 

Thank you to this committee in advance for considering my concerns.  

I am encouraged to note that after 3 ½ months of unpermitted construction on this property, earlier this 
month, the owners finally applied for and were issued a Zoning Permit. 

This project still fails to meet a number of the standards for treatment of historic properties which firstly, 
requires minimal change to features, spaces and spatial relationships. A number of proposed design 
elements do not meet this minimum standard.  

The density of population resulting from this design will strain resources on the block – particularly 
parking and trash, but also impact its cohesive nature. It is incompatible with a requirement for minimal 
change in an historic district.  

While the latest revision reduces the originally proposed size and scale, the proportions, massing and 
spatial relationships of the historic original are not respected. Specifically, the positioning of the rear 
addition to be against the north side of the property line is contrary to the historic design of back to back 
rear els on Philadelphia row houses. That typical historic design allows for increased open space 
between adjacent row houses. This revision is contrary to that design. It also severely impacts our 
enjoyment of this space by presenting a 3 story blank wall against our common property line. It also will 
likely kill a beautiful 50 year old ornamental cherry tree in our rear yard. 

I understand this revision is responding to a suggestion made by the PHC Architectural Committee to put 
windows on the south side of the addition to address the massing visible from Wallace St. This 
suggestion made some sense if a larger addition was ever to be a reality. This is no longer the case since 
it now extends only 16+ feet beyond the rear wall of the current el and is comparable to the size of other 
houses on the block. The massing viewed from Wallace St is significantly reduced. This revision calls for a 
single window on each of the 2nd & 3rd floor but is now of insignificant benefit to the design.  

It is also important to note that the owner of the adjoining property at 625 would like in the future to 
expand his rear el to the same depth as the revised design for 627. This would allow for a traditional 
back to back el and provide windows on the south side immediately overlooking Wallace St.  

Finally, since it is now reduced in size, the back of rear addition will be more visible from Wallace St. If 
the south side is to be clad in brick, the rear side should be as well. In fact, a brick exterior covering on all 
sides would be preferable.  

 

Andrew Biggin 

629 N 16th St 
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