
7600 Germantown Ave 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

  May/June 2024 

ADDRESS: 7600 GERMANTOWN AVE 
Proposal: Construct new buildings 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Cresheim Green Associates 
Applicant: Scott Seibert, Cresheim Green Associates 
History: 1916, St. Martin's Coal Company Office; 1966 rear addition 
Individual Designation: 8/13/2021 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application seeks final approval for the construction of eight single-family attached houses 
and a parking structure at 7600 Germantown Avenue. The proposed development will stand 
behind the former St. Martin’s Coal Company Office. Although the full parcel was designated in 
2021, the nomination focused on the 1916 Colonial Revival style building directly fronting 
Germantown Avenue. No part of the historic building will be demolished or moved as part of the 
new construction. 
 
The eight three-story buildings will have contemporary fenestration and be clad in yellow-brown 
brick and neutral tone stucco. The gable roofs will be green roofs. Windows and doors will be 
UPVC. In between the historic building at the front of the property and the new houses, a metal 
frame parking structure is proposed with rooftop solar panels. The parking structure will be set 
back approximately 10 feet from the historic building’s 1966 addition. As part of the overall 
redevelopment of the site, the historic building will be repurposed for a new use. The 
rehabilitation of the historic building is not part of this application. 
 
Historically, the narrow lot behind the office building has served industrial uses. Images and 
maps from the early twentieth century show coal bins and related company structures along the 
length of the property. This property is adjacent to a former rail line that allowed coal to be 
delivered directly to St. Martin’s Coal Company.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Construct eight single-family attached houses. 
 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:  

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  
o The proposed new construction does not alter or connect with the historic building. 

Historically, the site was populated by various industrial type structures. Therefore, 
the addition of a parking structure and new residential homes does not have a 
negative impact on the historic character of the 1916 building. The massing, size, 
scale, and materials are compatible with the overall site. In general, the proposed 
application meets Standard 9.  

• Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired.  
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o The proposed new construction could be removed from the historic site in the future, 
leaving all surrounding contributing structures intact; therefore, the proposal meets 
Standard 10. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends approval, pursuant to Standards 9 and 10.  



Aerial view of 7600 Germantown Avenue looking south. Image provided by Historical Commission staff. CONNECTExplorer 2024.



Image provided by Historical Commission staff. Illustration included in the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places nomination for the St. Martins 
Coal Company Office, 2021.



Image provided by Historical Commission staff. Illustration included in the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places nomination for the St. Martins Coal Company Office, 2021.


























































