
OWNER COMMENT RECEIVED 
FOR WASHINGTON SQUARE WEST 

HISTORIC DISTRICT



���������	
����������
������������������������������������������ !"#$�%�&�'�(%)*���+,-+,-.-!�"/0"�123(/�4�5�5�6��&(7��4�5�5�6��&(7$1�&��'�(6)�89:;<=>?�8@>A?�BC:AD;E�FGAH�;@>A?�DC@;H�I<C@�CJ:HAK;�CI�LA:M�NCO;<=@;=:E�PC�=C:�D?ADQ�C=�?A=QH�C<�CR;=>::>DG@;=:H�J=?;HH�MCJ�<;DCN=AS;�:G;�H;=K;<E15����5��5��5��T��5�5&65U��(U��V�4�5��5�W4U��5�%5�X��5%�&���X(W����&��4�(4(�5U��&��(�&��U&���&��'�Y(W���7��57UW4U��5���(���&��5%�&�'�T�(Z7�".-[�1&75�*��\]V�Z�&���&��Z&��&7���5�U&���&��'�T����(�Z�7���(��(U�5�%��(44(�&�&(7��(���&��U&���&��'�3�5��������&7��T�755U�&���(W�X5&7����4�&7�&7���5�����Z�57�TZ�7���(��54���5���Z&7U(Z'�5̂��_W��((̀�a(��&_*



��������	�
�����
����
����	���
�	������	�
��������������
�������� 
!�������"�������� #$%��&"'(%)*+�
,-./-.0./
112,3
�45(2
6�7 7�����(�
!6�7 7�����(�#89�&�"$(�)
:;<=>?@A
:B@CA
DE<CF=G
HICJ
=B@CA
FEB=J
K>EB
EL<JCM=
EK
NC<O
PEQ=>?B=?<G
RE
?E<
FACFS
E?
AC?SJ
E>
ET=?@<<@FIB=?<J
L?A=JJ
OEL
>=FEP?CU=
<I=
J=?M=>GV7��
4�"
W���9�%XY
�%
��
(Z�7�
([
�
9� �(��'
6�(67��\
��
]� 9��$�(�
*̂+��7
]7 �
_
.13
*(+�9
̀7  +6
*��77�X
��a
�%�7̂+7 ���$
�(
�7
6&�'7a
(�
�97
&� �
[(�
7%��&
+6a��7 
�7$��a��$
�97
�(%�����(�
([
�97
a� ���'�"Y
�%
�9��&&7a
��(+�
�97
�(%�����(�
��a
&((b
[(�Z��a
�(
\(+�
7%��&
+6a��7 "59��b
\(+X�������
�������� 




����������	
�������	�������	�������	�	������������	�

����������������������������� !�"#��$%��#&

'�"�()(*)+*+,�--.,/�01

2�.�3�����4�"�����3�����4�"��� 5!�$�%6�4&7�8�4��!��9:�#� ;�!��%��#��9�4��!��9:�#� ;�!��%��#&�

<=>?@ABC�<DBEC�FG>EH?I�JKEL�?DBEC�HGD?L�M@GD�GN>LEO?�GM�PE>Q�RGS?@AD?A>I�TG�AG>�HCEHU�GA�CEAUL�G@�GV?A
B>>BHKD?A>L�NAC?LL�QGN�@?HGRAEW?�>K?�L?AO?@I

XY�Z[Y\�]̂�\_̀�aYbacdbe
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May 15, 2024 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Committee on Historic Designation 
1515 Arch Street  
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 
preservation@phila.gov 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
1515 Arch Street  
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 
preservation@phila.gov 
 

RE: Classification of (i) 1230 Lombard Street (OPA 885438620), and (ii) 
1232-1234 Lombard Street (OPA 885438840) (collectively, the “Property”) in the prospective 
Washington Square West Historic District 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 I am writing to you on behalf of Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  The purpose of this letter is 
to advise you that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and its related parishes and organizations 
(collectively, the “Archdiocese”) strongly oppose the establishment of the above referenced 
district to the extent that it includes any real property owned or operated by them.  While the 
Archdiocese supports the concept of historic preservation, it opposes all designation of its property 
as historic landmarks whether through individual designation or through inclusion in a historic 
district.  The reasons for the objections, include, but are not limited to, the unconstitutional 
infringement upon the rights of the Archdiocese to freedom of religion and various property rights 
as guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
 Within the City of Philadelphia, the Archdiocese already bears a burden with respect to 
historic preservation, given the significant number of properties that have some form of historic 
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designation, and the creation of the above district only increases the burden.  Indeed, several former 
parish sites within the proposed district are already designated and have been, according to the 
nomination inventory, since 1961 and 1984, as applicable.   
 

While the goals of historic preservation are laudable, operations of property owners, 
particularly non-profit facilities such as those owned by the Archdiocese, are constantly confronted 
with increased operating costs and decreasing revenues, especially when considering the age and 
type of properties involved.  The additional financial constraints, delays and other problems 
created by owning property subjected to the Philadelphia Historic Preservation Ordinance have in 
the past interfered with the religious and spiritual goals of the Archdiocese. 
 
 In this instance, the Property consists of a modern, surface parking lot, and the Archdiocese 
does not believe that the goals of historic preservation are served by classifying this type of 
property as “contributing.”  While the Archdiocese opposes the creation of the historic district in 
general, it respectfully requests that in any final creation of the Washington Square West Historic 
District that the Property be reclassified as non-contributing.  
 

Kindly keep me advised of any subsequent developments in this matter. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

 

      Kevin R. Boyle 
 
Cc (via email only):  
 
Suzanne Hueston (shueston@archphila.org) 
Phil Schneider (pschneider@archphila.org) 
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May 20, 2024 
 
Via Email (Jon.Farnham@phila.gov; preservation@phila.gov) 
 
Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
RE: 400 S. 9th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147 
 Proposed Washington Square West Historic District 
 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
I am writing as counsel for University City Housing Company (“UCH”) in relation to the 
proposed Washington Square West Historic District (“District”). 
 
UCH objects to the creation of the District and to the inclusion of 400 S. 9th Street in the District 
as a “Contributing” building. 
 
The size of the proposed District is overly expansive, encompassing approximately 26 city 
blocks.  While there are undoubtedly individual buildings within that defined area that meet the 
designation criteria, the vast majority of buildings are rowhouses that are not architecturally 
unique or historically significant. 
 
A “Contributing” building is a building “within a district that reflects the historical or 
architectural character of the district as defined in the Commission’s designation.”  In the 
nomination documents the Philadelphia Historical Commission (“PHC”) defines the character of 
the District as reflective of Greek Revival style. 400 S. 9th Street is a rowhouse near the outer 
boundary of the proposed District.  Other than the use of marble, there are no other notable 
Greek Revival elements.  Further, the building itself is not historically significant. 
 
With over 50% of the properties in the proposed District already on the historic register, PHC’s 
goal of preserving the streetscape and the history of the District has already been achieved.  
Designating the entire neighborhood creates a disincentive for owners across the District to 
perform maintenance and stifles development in general.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please copy me on any future correspondence 
regarding the proposed Washington Square West Historic District. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jon.Farnham@phila.gov
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Very truly yours, 
 
UNIVERSITY CITY HOUSING COMPANY 
 
Melissa A. Simola 
In-House Counsel  
1630 Locust Street, 1st Fl. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-253-7052 
msimola@uchweb.com 
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Philadelphia Historic Commission 
1515 Arch St. 
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102  
 
May 20, 2024 

 
Re: Proposed Washington Square West Historic District 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
My husband Greg Hardes and I are homeowners living with our children at 1119 Lombard 
Street. We understand that the Commission is considering the designation of a large portion of 
the Washington Square West neighborhood as a Historic District. We have reviewed the 
nomination, have serious concerns about it, and oppose its designation.  
 
The section of Philadelphia Code that governs historic designation requires that a district be a 
geographically defined area with a significant concentration of historic buildings that are linked 
by past events, a shared plan, or similar physical development. The checked criteria in the 
Washington Square West nomination refer to “an era characterized by a distinctive architectural 
style,” innovative design elements, or that “exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social 
or historical heritage of the community.” We do not believe the proposed district, and our 
inclusion within it, meet these requirements.  
 
The time period covered by the nomination is hardly “an era characterized by a distinctive 
architectural style.” The proposed district includes almost 1,500 properties, and a period of 1740 
to the 1980s – almost 250 years! It includes properties of many eras and disparate historic, 
political, and social events. If this nomination meets the Philadelphia Code requirements, a 
historic district designation could just as easily be proposed for the footprint of our entire city.  
There may be smaller portions of our neighborhood that reflect specific social histories, such as 
the LGBTQ+ community, but they should be carefully identified and demarcated. 
 
Until we saw the nomination, we believed our house was built in the 1960s, as it exactly matches 
other houses in the vicinity that were built in the 1960s. One of the reasons we chose to buy this 
home was because it was not historically certified, and we understand how financially 
burdensome such a certification can be on a homeowner. We now learn that it was built in the 
1830s, but it has been significantly renovated and altered over almost 200 years, including the 
addition of a floor. It is classified as “contributing,” and there are almost no original elements. If 
it is to be included, the only portion of it designated as “contributing” should be the front façade 
up to the cornice line. The rest should be excluded. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Andrea Korb and Greg Hardes 
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May 21, 2024 

Via E-mail 

Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph. D. 

Executive Director 

Philadelphia Historical Commission 

1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Jon.Farnham@phila.gov  

Re: 219 S. 13th Street and 1235 Locust Street (collectively, the “Property”)  

Proposed Washington Square West Historic District Inventory  

Dear Dr. Farnham: 

We represent Parkway Corporation (“Parkway”), the owner of the Property, located at the 
northeast corner of 13th and Locust Streets.  We understand that the Washington Square 
West Civic Association and Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia submitted a 
nomination application (the “Nomination”) for the creation of the Washington Square West 
Historic District (the “Proposed District”).  We further understand that the Property was 
identified as a “contributing” property in the Proposed District’s inventory.   

The Property is currently a surface parking lot.  It has been such for decades.  Parkway is not 
aware of any archaeological significance to the Property, nor does the Nomination set forth 
such evidence.  Moreover, other than a generalized statement covering the entire Proposed 
District (one-half mile in area) which would be applicable to much of Philadelphia, there is 
no mention of any specific archeological significance in and around 13th and Locust Streets.  
Accordingly, we request that the Historical Commission revise the Proposed Nomination’s 
inventory to identify the Property as “non-contributing”. 

The Nomination’s Attempt to Regulate Archeological Resources 

The Nomination includes the following generalized statement about a potential for 
archeological resources in the Statement of Significance (page 19): 

As noted above, the District includes multiple lots that have not seen 

redevelopment that has entailed extensive subsurface disturbance since the 

removal of buildings constructed before the twentieth century. Many of these 

are the site of dwellings or secondary buildings associated with residents of 

lesser means who would not have left a written record of their lives, and sub-

surface remains are likely to yield important information about their lives that 
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cannot be recovered by other means. The District also includes the sites of 

institutions associated with the District’s Black history. Particularly notable 

among these are the site of St. Thomas at 203-209 S. 12th Street. 

Other than the statement regarding sites of institutions associated with the District’s 

Black History, this statement could be made about almost anywhere in Center City 

Philadelphia and adjacent neighborhoods. There is nothing specific in the Statement 

of Significance that links these particular properties together as a district for 

archeological purposes. 

The Property’s Proposed Inventory Designation Conflicts with the Statement of 

Significance. 

For a property to be “contributing” to a historic district, its inventory designation must 
demonstrate how it “reflects the historical or architectural character of the district, as defined 
in the Historical Commission's designation.”  See Phila. Code § 14-203(78).  Here, the 
proposed Inventory claims that Property should be contributing for reasons other than is 
stated in the Nomination’s Statement of Significance.  That is beyond the power of the 
Historical Commission. 

Here, as stated above, the Nomination does not contain any information supporting the 
assertion that the Property is of archaeological significance – let alone falling within the 
required regulatory boundaries of a historic district.  The Nomination simply proclaims that 
there is “archaeological potential” at the site because a portion of the Property may have 
housed the College of Physicians and the central branch of the Free Library at some point in 
time.  The Nomination provides no further information about either institution or their 
combined significance to the Proposed District; even further, the Nomination’s Statement of 
Significance contains no mention of the College of Physicians or the Free Library.  Given 
the above, the Nomination provides no evidence that the Property reflects the character of 
the Proposed District as set forth in the statement of significance.  As such, the Property fails 
to meet the definition of “contributing” and more accurately should be labeled as “non-
contributing”.  Accordingly, we ask that the Historical Commission list the Property as “non-
contributing”.   
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Thank you for your consideration, and please let us know if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
 

 
Matthew N. McClure 

MNM/mpg 
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