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May 15, 2024 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Committee on Historic Designation 
1515 Arch Street  
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 
preservation@phila.gov 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
1515 Arch Street  
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 
preservation@phila.gov 
 

RE: Classification of (i) 1230 Lombard Street (OPA 885438620), and (ii) 
1232-1234 Lombard Street (OPA 885438840) (collectively, the “Property”) in the prospective 
Washington Square West Historic District 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 I am writing to you on behalf of Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  The purpose of this letter is 
to advise you that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and its related parishes and organizations 
(collectively, the “Archdiocese”) strongly oppose the establishment of the above referenced 
district to the extent that it includes any real property owned or operated by them.  While the 
Archdiocese supports the concept of historic preservation, it opposes all designation of its property 
as historic landmarks whether through individual designation or through inclusion in a historic 
district.  The reasons for the objections, include, but are not limited to, the unconstitutional 
infringement upon the rights of the Archdiocese to freedom of religion and various property rights 
as guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
 Within the City of Philadelphia, the Archdiocese already bears a burden with respect to 
historic preservation, given the significant number of properties that have some form of historic 
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designation, and the creation of the above district only increases the burden.  Indeed, several former 
parish sites within the proposed district are already designated and have been, according to the 
nomination inventory, since 1961 and 1984, as applicable.   
 

While the goals of historic preservation are laudable, operations of property owners, 
particularly non-profit facilities such as those owned by the Archdiocese, are constantly confronted 
with increased operating costs and decreasing revenues, especially when considering the age and 
type of properties involved.  The additional financial constraints, delays and other problems 
created by owning property subjected to the Philadelphia Historic Preservation Ordinance have in 
the past interfered with the religious and spiritual goals of the Archdiocese. 
 
 In this instance, the Property consists of a modern, surface parking lot, and the Archdiocese 
does not believe that the goals of historic preservation are served by classifying this type of 
property as “contributing.”  While the Archdiocese opposes the creation of the historic district in 
general, it respectfully requests that in any final creation of the Washington Square West Historic 
District that the Property be reclassified as non-contributing.  
 

Kindly keep me advised of any subsequent developments in this matter. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

 

      Kevin R. Boyle 
 
Cc (via email only):  
 
Suzanne Hueston (shueston@archphila.org) 
Phil Schneider (pschneider@archphila.org) 
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