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Wash West Comment 
 

Please share these comments with the Committee on Historic Designation and the 
Historical Commission. 
 
As a 42 year resident of Wash West, I am writing to thank the many people who 
have been involved in bringing this nomination to the fore and protecting this part 
of our City. Washington Square West has really exceptional merit even in a City that 
has so much of our country’s greatest history. In terms of architecture, it is the place 
in the whole country where rowhouses really got started. It has the greatest 
collection of Federal and Greek Revival style houses in the country, our first real 
national styles. It is our only neighborhood in the whole country where this early 
style exists in such profusion. 
Although Boston or New York or Baltimore certainly had this style, those 
neighborhoods have been wiped out by later development leaving only fragments. 
Other rowhouse neighborhoods in our City such as Rittenhouse or Spring Garden 
are later and predominated by the Italianate style, which is also found in the historic 
districts of much of the midwest. What many people may see as vernacular 
rowhouses are in fact Greek Revival in the details of their clamshell frame windows, 
the panel patterns of their doors and so many other ways. In general, I would like to 
see some of the better examples of smaller rowhouses on streets like Camac, 
Iseminger and Quince upgraded to Significant status, because they were individually 
designated in the past and because they are fine examples of their style, rare within 
the context of our City and indeed the country as a whole. These “Littlest Streets” 
also represent a unique development pattern that are essentially a district within a 
district. 
 
In terms of social history, the neighborhood from the beginning contained the mix of 
classes and races within blocks and within houses that was a product of a walking 
City. This pattern of tiny houses on blocks next to big houses provides for diversity 
which is one of the things that makes Philadelphia so great. Wash West is also the 
real original neighborhood of Philadelphia’s black community and the Gay 
community. 
 
I include a list of specific recommendations for the inventory. I do not offer these as 
a criticism for the work that has been done, but rather to possibly make it even 
stronger. It of course will need double checking as I am going from memory. 
 
323-325 Camac back up to form a part of Lantern Court accessible from Panama 
Street 
 
318 Fawn should be listed as Significant because it is one of just a handful of half 
gable houses in the country. 322 Fawn should be listed as Significant as one of the 
very rare wood houses in the city. 
 



1317 Irving and the other carriage houses on the block are attributed to Frank 
Furness in George Thomas’s book about him and this is plausible as they are built 
behind and beside documented Furness townhouses. 
 
410-416 Iseminger should be listed as Greek Revival as they were built with pilaster 
entries, corner blocks on the lintels and the marble stairs survive under the brick. 
Much of the block including Iseminger, Camac, and Lombard was built by the 
developer Thomas Linnard who owned a lumber yard and developed a number of 
rows at every size and price point. Please see the attached chain of title from 410 S. 
Iseminger. The inventory does not attribute any of these to him. 
 
205-9 S. Jessup should be considered for Contributing. 
 
The 300 block of S. Juniper has many houses that have the original 8 panel doors 
that are the original design for the block. Many of these doors are listed as non-
historic. 
Some on the even side also have unusual 3 over 3 windows in the 3rd floor which are 
the original design. 
 
At 325 and 327 Juniper there exist two otherwise identical houses, one with an 8 
panel door and one with horizontal panels. I believe both are original doors and 
show that these door styles coexisted in the Greek Revival period though normally 
the developer picked one or the other for a given row. 
The apartment building at 330-332 Juniper are infact two Greek Revival 
townhouses that were combined and covered with stucco to hide the façade 
alterations, not a 1920s Colonial Revival building. 
 
1225-33 Locust is listed as having a new storefront and the balcony removed in 
1934. In fact the first floor has its original configuration for a fire station and the 
cornice was removed without a permit after designation. 
 
At 1237-47 Lombard, the historic file photos show that the first floor windows were 
raised when the kitchens were installed in the front room, however the house at 
1243 has been restored.  
 
In the 1300 block of Lombard Street, the original door style is the 8 panel door. The 
corner store building at 1327 Lombard/Juniper has a very rare intact Greek Revival 
storefront and should be listed as Significant. It is an important model for restoring 
such storefronts. 1317, 1325 and  1327 have the sole remaining original 8 panel 
door design  in the row 
 
901-3 Pine Street was built as a Jewish Institution with the Jewish calender year 
carved in the date stone.  
 
1219-1221 Pine Street frame a charming courtyard called Lantern court entered 
through their rear at Panama St. This court is worthy of protection. 



 
At 922 Spruce, a part of Portico Row, the windows are listed as non historic. In fact 
the cornice and the wood 1/1 windows were part of the alterations that were done 
by the founder of “Godey’s Ladies Book” and were kept at the insistence of the 
Historical Commission because of that connection. 
 
1101-1115 Spruce should be listed as Significant for architect and style. 
 
1219 Spruce is a fabulous work of the architect Frank Miles Day and should be listed 
as Significant. 
 
1223 Spruce Street is listed as having historic wood windows when infact the 
windows are aluminum in the wrong configuration and have multiple violations. 
 
1300 Spruce Street was lovingly restored and has correct historical wood windows, 
not vinyl.  
 
1116 Walnut Street should be considered Significant both for its architect and as a 
very early and rare lesbian bar. 
 
1219 Waverly should mention that it was the home of Black (Gay) pianist Andre 
Watts c 1954. He was already performing in major venues at the age of 10. 
 
235 S. 10th restored their correct wood windows after a violation and years of 
enforcement. They are not vinyl as cited in the inventory. 
 
240-244 S 12th should be considered as Significant as a very rare example of a Post 
Modern house. It has a fabulous courtyard. 
 
254 S. 12th should be considered Significant as the home of Meta Fuller who was an 
important sculptor and who exemplifies not only Black but Lesbian history, two 
themes of this district. 
 
411 S. 13th also had their windows restored to wood after violations, not vinyl. 
 
412-26 S. 13th , I think is the factory where the Salk vaccine was made in bulk. I think 
I put an article about this in the file. 
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